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things of the spirit

RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

A number of years ago I had the opportunity to speak to a gathering of people
meeting to discuss ministry opportunities in our generation. My message focused
on the need for reliance on the Holy Spirit and dependency on His work in our lives.
Following the meeting, one man approached me and said, “Are you into the things of the
Spirit?” My response was quick. “Yes, I am!”
I must confess that I am not sure what that person was probing about with his question. I
know that he had some experiences with the charismatic movement that I had not shared. I
also know that he was a very effective pastor and a respected ambassador for our Lord Jesus
around the world. Whatever his motive for asking the question, I felt it necessary to declare
my dependence on the Holy Spirit for my life and ministry.

CM COMMENTS cont on pg 2
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As friends and members of the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference, I believe
that we all share this dependence on the Holy Spirit. Our Statement of Faith includes these
important words,

THE HOLY SPIRIT
CONVICTS US...
DRAWS US...
RENEWS US...
STRENGTHENS US...
HELPS US...
... ALL BELIEVERS
ARE “INTO THE
THINGS OF THE
SPIRIT.”

“We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling power
and fullness the Christian is enabled to live a godly life in this present evil world.”
Jesus said,
“Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born
of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit.” (John 3:5-6)
Our relationship with God flows from the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit convicts
us of our sin and need for salvation. The Spirit draws us into a relationship with
Jesus and renews our lives. The Spirit gives us strength for living and gifts for service. The Spirit even helps us in our prayer lives as we struggle to express our praise
to God and our need for His work in our lives. I believe that any born again believer
is “into the things of the Spirit.”
I also believe that Satan works to divide the church and limit our effective witness in this
world. One area of division is the debate about the work of the Holy Spirit. Christians
have far more in common about what they believe about the Holy Spirit than they have
matters that divide them. All believers are “into the things of the Spirit.” I appreciate the
words of the contemporary song, “Holy Spirit” by Bryan and Katie Torwalt.
Let us become more aware of Your Presence.
Let us experience the Glory of Your Goodness.

CCCC INFO FLYER/BULLETIN INSERT
AVAILABLE for DOWNLOAD from wwww.ccccusa.com
The CCCC information flyer recently included in mailings sent to
CCCC members and churches is
available for download for those
who wish additional copies.
Go to http://www.ccccusa.
c om/r e s ou r c e s -2/pu b l ic ations/ to access print-ready
PDFs in two sizes.
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the work of the holy spirit

Recognizing His Voice, Heeding His Warnings and Watching Him at work
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

JOHN KIMBALL,
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

GOD REALLY DOES SPEAK
The year was 1993. I had been in my new pastorate for
about a year when a friend introduced me to a Bible study
that was growing with explosive popularity — Henry
Blackaby’s Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the
Will of God. Over the next 5 years I had the pleasure of
leading more than 100 people through this study and
watched as God used it to change them forever.

ROB O’NEAL,
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

WARNING SOUNDS
“We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by
Whose indwelling power and fullness the Christian is
enabled to live a godly life in this present evil world.”

In 1997, my wife and I moved into a small house in an older
neighborhood in Columbia, South Carolina. The giant gas
heater in the central hallway heated our home through
transom windows during the winter. We appreciated the
There are many things I could say about those years, but house’s charm, but worried about the old appliance poifor me personally the most critical lesson I learned was to soning us, so we installed a carbon monoxide detector.
discern God’s voice in my life. Our CCCC Faith Statement
One night, the alarm sounded, and we called the fire deon the Holy Spirit, “We believe in the present ministry of
partment. When they arrived, we pointed them to the anthe Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling power and fullness
tique monstrosity we were convinced was trying to kill us.
the Christian is enabled to live a godly life in this present
It turned out that the heater was innocent. Instead, the six
evil world,” became so real to me during that time.
bottles of spray glue we had used on craft projects earlier
Blackaby takes his readers to the Scriptures to show that that evening were the source of the trouble. Still, we had
God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, to sleep with the windows open that night despite the
other believers and circumstances to reveal Himself, His freezing temperatures outside or risk poisoning.
purposes and His ways. I knew the Holy Spirit doctrinally,
but it was in this season of my life that I came to know
DEVELOPMENT cont on pg 4
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Him personally. I had encounters with Him in the Word. I
sensed Him inhabit my times of prayer and intercession.
I heard His voice in the voices of my brothers and sisters in Christ. I even began to recognize Him in circumstances — both positive and negative. As all these things
increased, our faith statement took on a new and fuller
meaning for me than ever before.

Warning alarms serve us well. They alert us to dangers
all around us. The Holy Spirit functions as a sort of
warning alarm for us as well. Sometimes the Holy Spirit
alerts us to dangers outside of us, prompting us to stay
away from trouble.

On occasion, the warning signal we get from the Holy
Spirit points us to dangers inside. We may get a very real
I’ve had the privilege of watching this truth “dawn” on sense from God that we have become disobedient or that
many Christians over the years. Admittedly, I’m still grow- we need to change. Those signals can correct serious
ing in it myself, but I am also regularly grieved when I meet problems, and we ignore them at our own peril.
parishioners and sometimes congregations who have not
Beyond warning of danger, the Holy Spirit’s alarm can
had such encounters with the Holy Spirit. For many, there
prompt us to take action. We may hear a call to reach out,
is a fear that an “experience” may trump doctrine. I think
start a conversation, serve a person, or take a chance.
such fear is unfounded because I cannot find an encounThe Holy Spirit is not just guiding us away from danger
ter with God in the Bible where there wasn’t some kind
but pointing us toward the fullness of life as followers of
of emotional response. Sound doctrine and emotions are
Jesus.
not mutually exclusive — the key is that both be used by
the Holy Spirit to guide, shape and grow us.
Alarms and calls to action from the Holy Spirit all point
us toward being disciples, making more disciples, and
God does still speak to His children today by the Holy
multiplying churches.
Spirit. The Spirit’s indwelling Presence is not just for salvation and eternity, but for this life as well. My prayer is
that you will learn to recognize His prompting — His voice
— if you haven’t already. And that, once you recognize it,
you learn to pursue it passionately so that you can live the
life He intends for you all the days He gives you.
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TERRY SHANAHAN, NE REGIONAL PASTOR

GOD AT WORK IN THE NORTHEAST
The indwelling power of the Holy Spirit is working everywhere in the Northeast and the
CCCC. In the Northeast we are in a season of transition, with 30 of our 120 churches in
some phase of transition. But for the leading of the Spirit, this would be a frightening time,
relying on the wisdom of man. However, time and time again, I see the Spirit’s work in
the hearts of men and woman seeking to follow God and to advance the cause of
Christ. They are so clearly led by the Spirit as they find agreement and seek their
next settled pastor. And those new pastoral calls have been revealing much fruit THE TESTIMONIES
already! It reminds me again that the church belongs to the Lord and He will build
OF HOW THE
his church. Amen!
INDWELLING OF
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
Matthew 16:18

In the NE region we have also held several Pastor Roundtables where we gather on
a regular basis to sharpen our tools, fellowship, share truth and pray. These groups
can be of any size and they’re indeed a blessing. So often in these meetings I see
the guiding of the Holy Spirit as we are led in our discussions and in our prayers and
concerns for one another. What a blessing this is to us as we share our lives and
how God is working in us.
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
II Corinthians 13:14

THE SPIRIT GUIDES
US, SUSTAINS US,
LEADS US,
AS GOD HAS
DIRECTED AND
ORDAINED,
ARE AN
ENCOURAGEMENT
TO US ALL AS WE
LABOR FOR THE
KINGDOM

In addition to our Roundtables, we are forming our smaller community pastors
groups. These are intimate groups where we can share our hearts, our lives and our
ministries. These small groups give us much more than a time of fellowship. They allow us
to grow in our faith, our daily walk with Christ and our relationships. Here we truly see the
heart of our brothers and sisters and the work of the Spirit in their life. The testimonies of
how the indwelling of the Spirit guides us, sustains us, leads us, as God has directed and
ordained, are an encouragement to us all as we labor for the kingdom.
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come.”
John 16:13
If you are a pastor in the CCCC and are not plugged in to a pastors group, we encourage you to do so. It is necessary for our own spiritual formation and bears much fruit for
the kingdom!
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AROUND THE CONFERENCE
KARLOTTA SHANAHAN

FORMER CONFERENCE MINISTER INSTALLED AT
THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES

On Saturday, October 1, 2016, a large crowd
gathered in Coventry Rhode Island to welcome Helen and Steve Gammon back to
New England. The Church of the Apostles
has called Rev Dr. Stephen Gammon, our
former Conference Minister, to be their
Superintendent and Bishop. On Saturday in
a truly Anglican fashion, this congregational
church installed Rev Dr Gammon into the office. The Installation was led by the Presiding
Elder, Rev Mark Galloway, Bishop retired,
Ranking Elder, Rev Robert Geoffrey, and
Elder Rev Blessing Jacobs. The Installation
Sermon as given by Rev Terry Shanahan,
Northeast Regional Pastor for the CCCC.
During the service, Dr Gammon was presented with a Pectoral Cross, a Bible, a Staff and
a plaque with his Installation vows inscribed.
While the congregation of the church was
there to celebrate, many CCCC pastors attended and brought their good wishes to

Steve and Helen. For many of us, it was
like a class reunion, as we have ministered
and fellowshipped with the Gammons for
over 20 years. Sharing good wishes were
Rev Steve Burkett, Area Representative in
Massachusetts and pastor in Chelmsford,
MA, Rev Bob Burnock, pastor in Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, Rev Jim Beesley pastor in
Windham, Connecticut, Rev Tim Dubeau,
CCCC Board of Directors and pastor in
Salem, Connecticut, Rev Paul McPheeters,
former Conference President, and pastor in
Malden, Massachusetts to mention a few,
Other area clergy also offered good wishes.
as well. Since Steve and Helen had started
their ministry in Rhode Island there were also
people there from their first ministry.
After the ceremony we gathered to break
bread, and fellowship. Many commented
that the service was a very meaningful and
refreshing time of worship for them as we
listened to the words of the Scriptures, the
hymns, and the Litany for Consecration.
Since the Church of the Aposltes first joined
the CCCC, we have been excited to co-labor
with them in the work in New England. Now as
we open a new chapter in our relationship we
look forward to continuing that partnership.
It was a great day in the life of the church
universal, and in the life of this church in
particular!
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CHANGES & OPPORTUNITIES
PASTORAL CHANGES
Thomaston, CT

First Congregational Church
Marcus Lee

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO
Greeley, CO
Salem, CT
Sherman, CT
Parkersburg, IA
Blue Island, IL
Peoria Heights, IL
Peru, IL
Boxford, MA
Georgetown, MA
Heath, MA
Wilmington, MA
New Haven, MI
KIttery Point, ME
Hollandale, MN
Shorewood, MN
Mitchell, NE
Goffstown, NH
Seabrook, NY
Lakeview, NY
Marietta, OH
Vermillion, OH
Wellington, OH
Chicora, PA
Chepachet, RI
Chesapeake, VA
Suffolk, VA
Wilton, WI
* = Conference member
+ = In process

Hope Congregational Church*
St Paul’s Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Associate Pastor)
Congregational Church
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
Sherman Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
First Congregational Church*
(Teaching & Missions Pastor)
Evangelical Community Church*
Peoria Heights Congregational*
First Congregational Church
First Church of Boxford*
(Minister to Youth and Family)
Byfield Parish (UCC)
Union Evangelical Church of
Heath (Part-time)
Wilmington Congregational Church
(E Free)
First Congregational Church*
First Christian Church* (Part-time)
Hollandale Congregational Church*
(Part-time)
Minnewashta Community 		
Church*
Federated Church*
Congregational Church of
Goffstown*
Rand Memorial Church*
Lakeview Community Church*
St Paul’s Evangelical Church (EA)
Vermillion E&R Church*
(Part-time music director/
keyboardist)
United Church of Huntington*
St Paul’s Community Church*
Chepachet Union Church
Rosemont Christian Church*
Cyprus Chapel Christian
Church*
Faith Congregational Church*
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TIM & CHRIS GILMORE,
with two of their children:
Braden and Tirzah
CCCC international workers working with a team
to translate the Bible
into eight languages of
Tanzania

HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPY DAYS
Excerpt from the Oct 2016 newsletter. (To read more, go
to www.ccccusa.com/FORESEE/highlights.)
It’s been about 10 weeks since our return to the USA and
already so much has happened. We are operating mostly
out of MN and will be here through Christmas.
Being back in the States doesn’t mean work stops for
us. Tim continues to work as the Translation Advisor for
the Zinza Team. It’s fantastic the way technology aids so
work doesn’t skip a beat. The team is currently working
on translating I, II, & III John in addition to finalizing the
script of The Jesus Film. On the weekends we are often
speaking at various churches in the area and are encouraged as we keep people updated on what’s happening
with our work in Tanzania.
The primary reason we came back to the States when we
did was to get the second of our three children, Tizrah off
to Hope College in Holland, MN. School’s been in session
about 8 weeks now and we are getting great reports from
her. Freshman year can be fun, but it’s also filled with a lot
of transition and stress. We’re glad to be “just” a ten-hour
drive away and we have been pleased to discover we
already know many people in the area around Holland.
It will be a blessing to have those connections for Tizrah
when we return to the field.
Additionally we have enjoyed joyful times as our family united with our oldest son who has been here attending college,
celebrated the 50th wedding anniversary of Chris’ parents,
and visited with other extended family members.
Thank you for caring for us, partnering with us, and
praying for us as we reach out to people in Tanzania!
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