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CM COMMENTS

RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER
The Scripture speaks very clearly about believing people living a life of confidence—
free of fear. The Psalmist speaks boldly about this matter.
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?
When the wicked advance against me to devour me,
it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall.
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.
Psalm 27:1-3
The Gospels share how Jesus repeatedly said, “Do not be afraid…” John tells us that the presence of God’s love and grace conquers fear.
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There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. (1 John 4:18)
TERRORIST Sadly, many people today are dominated by fear and make decisions based on fear.
Terrorist activity is designed to instill fear and turn people against each other. Some
ACTIVITY IS
politicians incite fear to encourage trust in them. The news reports can cause fear when
DESIGNED TO
they bring the troubles of the world to our doorsteps. Relationships are sometimes broken
INSTILL FEAR by fear and lack of trust. Some people of one generation fear generations that follow.
AND TURN PEOLE Personal faith in Christ “drives out fear.” Believing people can be confident of God’s

AGAINST EACH presence and protection. The confidence of eternal life encourages us when we are
OTHER. THE threatened or endangered. The Holy Spirit calms our fears. Prayer allows us to give our
NEWS REPORTS fears to God and experience His peace. Confident faith is a testimony to a fearful world
that God is in control and He makes a difference in our lives. The first fear of humanity
CAN CAUSE FEAR
was driven by disobedience to God’s commands. Adam and Eve hid from God because
WHEN THEY BRING they were afraid. Christ’s love and forgiveness atone for our sins and restore a confident
THE TROUBLES relationship with God. While there are many things that incite fear, faith conquers fear in
OF THE WORLD TO the lives of those who are followers of Jesus.

OUR DOORSTEPS. I am disappointed when a conversation with a fellow believer is dominated by fear. I am
saddened when I hear a message that motivates fear over faith. My heart breaks as
churches are divided by fear. Please join me in prayer that the faith of God’s people today
will inspire courage and confidence and stand against fear. This will serve as a testimony
to a world caught in fear that personal faith in Jesus changes lives and our outlook on life.

PRAY FOR THE CITY

As we come to Him—seeking His face,
He comes to us—bringing His kingdom.
Seek God for the City is designed to mobilize
many to pray with united, sustained vision for the
people of your community. The scriptures and
topics help God’s people pray with passionate,
full-hearted hope. This timely guide will help
God’s people in your congregation to pray beyond
themselves with confidence and clarity.
GO to https://waymakers.org/pray/seek-god/ for
more information.
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More people involved in church multiplication and local pastors finding community
CONFERENCE CARE

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION
ROB O’NEAL,
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

PETER WOOD,
DIRECTOR OF CONFERENCE CARE

MOMENTUM ... AND MORE

PASTORS IN COMMUNITY

Two are better than one,
As we move into the weeks and months that will make
because they have a good return for their labor:
up the year 2017, the Church Multiplication Movement is
If either of them falls down,
broadening the tent and including more people. We are
one can help the other up.
contacting and assessing multiple new church plantBut pity anyone who falls
ers. There are additional churches considering the bold
and has no one to help them up.
choice to plant daughter churches or to give their facilEcclesiastes 4:9-10
ities as legacy gifts to secure the future of their mission
in different hands.
In these first few months as Director of Conference Care
The Church Multiplication Movement stretches beyond I’ve been involved in teaching two Community Pastor
planters alone. Behind the planters are trainers, asses- training sessions: one for pastors in western New
sors, coaches, hub leaders, and a committee. We are York, northwestern Pennsylvania, and northeast Ohio;
training new assessors, adding trainers, and helping the other in southern California for pastors in southmore people figure out how to coach. The efforts of all ern California and a pastor from Colorado and eastern
of those people make a positive difference in our ability Washington. This means that as of now 52 CCCC pastors have been trained as Community Pastors. Why is
to plant churches.
As we broaden the Church Multiplication Movement this important?

more people are involved. More people bring more It’s important because too many pastors are in danger
prayers, more help, more connections, and more re- emotionally and spiritually. Some recent statistics1 point
sources. That makes it all the more likely that we will to a sad truth:
fulfill our vision of seeing 50% of the churches in the
1 Francis A Schaeffer Institute of Church Development. 1050 pastors were surveyed from two pastor’s conferences held in Orange
County and Pasadena CA in 2005 and 2006.

MULTIPLICATION cont on pg 4
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MULTIPLICATION

CARE

Conference being healthy, disciple-making congregations started in the 21st century.

• 90% stated they are frequently fatigued, and worn
out on a weekly and even a daily basis.

As I observe the vitality of the Church Multiplication
Movement these days, it makes me think of our local
churches. They grow as well when we broaden the
movement. Adding people who help us to make disciples makes it possible for local churches to grow. More
people helping children follow Jesus, more people helping more students follow Jesus, more people leading
more small groups, and more people doing more outreach always blesses and grows the Kingdom of God
expressed through the local church.

• 77% felt they did not have a good marriage.
• 72% stated they studied the Bible only when they
were preparing for sermons or lessons.
• 26% said they regularly had personal devotions and
felt they were adequately fed.

When I first read these statistics I was shocked. Then I was
saddened as I began to realize from my own experience
and that of other pastors I have known in forty years of
ministry, these “stats” rang true. Too many of us are hurtHow can you broaden the movement around you? How ing, and because of this, we are hurting our witness.
can you lead people you know to become part of the en- Why? The answer in most cases is isolation. We can be,
terprise of making disciples? The start of a new year is a and should be, honest to the people we pastor. There is a
great time to plan for a bigger future ahead…. and more! balance of course, but sometimes we don’t want to burden others or cause discouragement if they realize we don’t
have it all together. It might also be pride, so we play SuperChristian. It might be fear because if others knew of our
failures they might reject us. I’ve seen too many pastors fall
by the wayside because of these excuses.
The answer is to hear what the Bible tells us. Jesus sent
out the disciples two by two. Paul traveled in a band of
brothers. (You can hear his pain in II Timothy when he
is left alone.) Elijah in despair was reminded that he was
not alone; there were other who did not bend the knee
to Baal. Part of the pain of Gethsemane was that the
disciples could not stay awake one hour. The Christian
life was never meant for Lone Rangers. (Come to think
of it, even the Lone Ranger had Tonto.)
So here’s my question: do you have a few Christians in
your life with whom you can be honest and they with
you? If so, meet with them regularly. If not, pray that
God will show some to you so you can soon be part of
a Community Care Group. It’s that important.
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NE REGION
TERRY SHANAHAN,
NORTHEAST REGIONAL PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP IN UNITY

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers
live together in unity” Psalm 133:1

Winters in Maine can be long! In the middle of January the windows of
our houses have been closed up for a few months. It can feel claustrophobic. We are apt to get “cabin fever.” We need a break. We need a
breath of fresh air. We need to get out of the doldrums.
Relief from the doldrums is exactly what happened on January 13th
and 14th of this year. Fifteen ministry couples from the state of Maine
came together for a first ever CCCC Maine Pastor and Spouse
encouragement retreat. Meeting in a nice hotel, complete with indoor
pool and hot tub, having meals provided, being away from church
business and family concerns, the overnight retreat was just was what
needed for pastors and their spouses to be nourished and refreshed.
The retreat started with free time and use of the hotel amenities. A
teaching by Jason McConnell, a rural pastor from Vermont and CCCC
Board member, followed dinner. His teaching and insight on rural ministry and what can be what can be effective and helpful in a rural setting was informative and encouraging to everyone. That was followed
by small group time and the opportunity for everyone to share their
current ministry settings and challenges.
The next day was more of the same, good food, good time, good
small group interaction, free time and a good lunch. The retreat ended
with a circle of prayer where lives were shared even more deeply.
One comment we received afterward said it all, “Thank you for the
encouraging and informative weekend for pastors and spouses. It
was good mix of being able to visit and being challenged spiritually.
… The whole time was a blessing. We are so glad we were able to
be a part of it.”
Indeed how good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!
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CCCC NEWS
TODD VENMAN, CCCC PRESIDENT

OUTCOMES—BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 2017
A rural church in western Pennsylvania called an emergency meeting. The roof had been
leaking for years and water damage over time had now eroded the structure. The capital
campaign only raised about half of the funds needed to repair the roof.
One of the patriarchs of the church, now residing in a local nursing home, made a great
effort to attend the emergency meeting. Many of the usual members were surprised to see
him, but what a boost to have him there in person! Hopeful thoughts became
rumors that he might gift the church with a portion of his legacy to completely
fund the roof repair. What he brought instead was a much needed change
of perspective, and a clue to where the needed funds already resided on the
church property.
The first order of business was to secure a location for Sunday’s worship service as the building was now condemned. The later discussion was to figure
out what to do with the damaged church building.

THESE CLEARING
PARTIES HAD
SUCCESSFULLY
ALLOWED THE OAKS
TO MATURE. NOW
THEY WERE READY
TO BE USED.

The patriarch shared his experiences of life in the fellowship of that church over
the years. His final story was that of his grandfather who many years ago planted white oaks on the side lawn. Over the years the trees had shaded many
picnic lunches. Every twenty to thirty years someone would organize a work
party to clear out the shag brush under the oak grove so that the trees would
remain strong and flourish. The clearing parties had successfully allowed the oaks
to mature. Now they were ready to be used. You see the parishioner’s grandfather
knew many years ago the day of roof repair would come, and that materials would need to
be ready to help this church along.
We as a Board spent a few days working on “clearing the brush” to allow ministry from
many decades ago continue to mature and blossom. We spent time seeking the face
of God for wisdom and guidance. We heard reports of how God is working in our three
Ministry Priorities. We heard how the Regional Ministers have been supporting the churches and pastors. We heard how the office staff have been stewards of the things entrusted
into the Conference’s care.
We worked on the Biblical Marriage Position Paper. The work done was in effort to help
our conference and membership concisely articulate how God views marriage. We want
to make sure our work is thoroughly vetted and will now send the paper on to a theologian
as due process continues.
God used faithful servants in the past to help shape the CCCC. Over the last few years we
have seen God provide a clear course of continued work based on minstry He began many
years ago. We continue to ask for eyes to see and ears to hear what the Spirit says to this
Conference through commands that are clearly expressed to us in His Word, and we pray
for diligence to keep the brush cleared away that the trees of long standing ministry in
and through us may thrive.
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SEVEN MILE: FEBRUARY 2017
Seven Mile is a CCCC member church
Visit them at http://sevenmileroad.org/

NEW PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
FOR 2017
FORESEE BI-MONTHLY

The CCCC FORESEE newsletter will begin a bi-monthly
Lisa has lived in Waltham her whole life and is staring death publication schedule in 2017. Conference Minister, Ron
Hamilton will continue “CM Comments” as a monthly comin the face as she battles terminal cancer.
munication sent via email. It will also include placement
Now, for the first time in her life, she is asking questions
updates. (See schedule chart below.)
of ultimate significance and wanted to meet a pastor. Her
friend, who is connected to Seven Mile Waltham, introduced her to Clint. Until a couple weeks ago, she had never owned or read the Bible. A few weeks later, she came to
Gospel Community where she read and learned about The
Father with Two Sons (Luke 15). That night, Lisa struggled
to find the passage as she nervously flipped through the
pages. No one looked down on her. Instead, the family of
God, embraced her and affirmed her.
SEVEN MILE STORIES: MEET LISA

Watching her read this story for the first time was nothing short of amazing. When the father in the story said,
“For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found,” Lisa told the group about how she almost
didn’t come because she feels lost. She interacted with
the text the whole time and at the end said, “I am the older
brother.” She believes she has lived a good life and can’t
understand why God hasn’t thrown a party for her. She
was honest with the group about her anger toward God
and we prayed for her. She continues to meet with Clint to
learn more about the Gospel and how grace finds us and
makes us alive.

The FORESEE will continue to report news and updates
as we highlight what God is doing in regard to our Ministry
Priorities and Seven Guiding Values. We want to tell the
stories of God at work in our midst!
The revised schedule will enable the editorial team to
broaden the scope of submissions as we bring you stories
and news about the strategic and interesting things happening in our Conference.

The Lord is using a family of believers in Waltham to show Contact us at: communication@ccccusa.com
2017 FORESEE PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
her the daily the goodness, truth, and beauty of Jesus.
This is Seven Mile Road.
SEVEN MILE ROAD MALDEN
We had nine new folks jump into our first membership
class of the year with a long list of people ready for the next
one later this month. And here’s the exciting part: we had
diverse disciples from Romania, Dominican Republic,
Philippines, & Boston all in a room together!
Also, Robin Jeong, our worship intern, produced and
released an Advent song called “Tears & Joy” to bless
our family. Take a listen when you can! Learn more at:
MaldenChurch.com

Issue

Publish date (Approximate)
• CM Comments		
Mar 17

Submission Deadline

• FORESEE-Mar/Apr

April 14

Mar 31

• FORESEE-May/Jun

June 16

• CM Comments		
• CM Comments		
• FORESEE-Jul/Aug		

• CM Comments		
• FORESEE-Sep/Oct

May 15
May 27

July 14
Aug 18

July 31

Sept 15
Oct 16

• CM Comments		

Nov 17

• FORESEE-Nov/Dec

Dec 15
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AROUND THE WORLD

GOD STIRRING IN 2017*

CCCC INTERNATIONAL STUDENT WORKER
“For a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are
many adversaries..” (1 Corinthians 16:9) God is moving in the hearts of
international students, and He is doing amazing things.
Since last September, we have been studying the Bible ... with a group of students from China, Nigeria, Ethiopia, and a 95% M*slim country. In December
the student from the M*slim country decided to follow Jesus, and he has
been growing tremendously!
Normally we finish one Bible study before we start another, but recently, God
has been moving in the hearts of many more students. Let me tell you about
some of them: A new graduate student from the middle east had many questions for me. We talked in detail about Jesus and I share about the hope that I
have. At the conclusion of our first meeting, I gave him a Jesus Film in Arabic,
which he gladly received and he told me he would love to have an Arabic Bible.
I met with him again and gave him an English/Arabic parallel Bible. He has
now started a Bible study with a friend of mine, and has expressed interest in
coming to our Bible study.
Two female students from India, one of them from an Indian Christian background, had a third friend join them at our university, the three of them would
like to begin the to study the Bible now.
We recently received a text from a Chinese undergraduate student. He had
taken a course at the university on World Religions and decided that he
wants to know more about Christianity. We on a Sunday, during church, I
gave him a Chinese/English Bible, and we did some initial Bible study. He is
excited to start studying the Bible stories.
A Brazilian student has regularly been coming to our church. He had to return
to Brazil for a semester, but now he is back and is eager to study the Bible.
I met a man from a VERY closed middle eastern country. He shared that he
had spent the last two years studying in another American city, and while
he was there he had developed a very close relationship with a Nazarene
church. After we talked for a while, he asked me if I knew where he could
study the Bible! Then the next day, I met a Chinese student. She also had
many spiritual questions and when I told her about our Bible study, she was
eager to join.
Soooo… we will be starting a second Bible study! We are so excited about
all these seekers, and we pray that God will continue to open their hearts to
Jesus! With both groups running, if everyone actually comes, we will be regularly teaching the Bible to people from seven countries!
This is the kind of possibility open to us, here in the United States, as the
whole world comes to us!
* This article excerpted from January 2017 email correspondence

Executive Orders and
Internationals
Since I wrote this, our president has
signed a controversial executive order
regarding immigration.
We Americans have a wide variety
of responses, and I do not want to
politicize this in any way.
I want to share with you the reaction
of our friends in the international
community here: Many are upset and
fearful, like the refugee family, who
has been through terrible trauma, and
were anxiously awaiting their sister to
join them. Now she and her children
are not able to come, though they
had been previously approved. Some
internationals are confused, because
their country has been singled out
while others are not. Students from
countries listed on the 90-day ban are
wondering if they are welcome in our
country anymore.
I also want you to remember in all
of this is that while the kingdoms
and systems of man are in turmoil,
the kingdom of God is actively
advancing. We have seen students
seeking like never before, and I
am excited for you to read what
God is doing. The love and hope of
Jesus are shining brightly amid the
current chaos.
Also, I want to encourage you to
reach out to the internationals
near you. Even if you just see
someone in the grocery store, be a
friendly face and make sure that they
know they are welcome. You can help
counteract the fear, and your friendly
greeting can reassure someone that
he or she is indeed welcome. We, as
followers of Christ, are to welcome
the stranger. You can help make a
difference in a cold world!
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Hollandale, MN
Wellington, OH

Hollandale Congregational Church*
Randall Timblin, Sr.
United Church of Huntington*
Mike Goss

SAVE THE DATE!

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO
Greeley, CO

Mitchell, NE
Grafton, NH
Glenville, NY
Lakeview, NY
Lisle, NY
Vermillion, OH

Hope Congregational Church*
St Paul’s Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Associate Pastor)
Congregational Church
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
Sharon Congregational Church
Sherman Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
First Congregational Church*
Evangelical Community Church*
Peoria Heights Congregational*
First Congregational Church
First Christian Church (Independent)
First Church of Boxford*
(Minister to Youth and Family)
Byfield Parish (UCC)
Union Evangelical Church of
Heath (Part-time)
Mayflower Church*
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
N Brookfield Congregational*
Cliftondale Congregational Church*
Wilmington Congregational (Ev Free)
First Congregational Church*
First Christian Church* (Part-time)
Minnewashta Community 		
Church*
Hope Conservative Cong/
Evangelical Congregtional*
Federated Church*
Millbrook Christian Fellowship*
East Glenville Community Church*
Lakeview Community Church*
Center Lisle Congregational (UCC)
Vermillion E & R Church*

Xenia, OH
Chicora, PA
McClure, PA
Chepachet, RI
Chesapeake, VA
Spokane, WA
Wilton, WI

Mt Zion Church*
St Paul’s Community Church*
Mt Bethel Church*
Chepachet Union Church
Rosemont Christian Church*
Plymouth Congregational Church*
Faith Congregational Church*

Salem, CT
Sharon, CT
Sherman, CT
Parkersburg, IA
Blue Island, IL
Peoria Heights, IL
Peru, IL
Pleasonton, KS
Boxford, MA
Georgetown, MA
Heath, MA
Kingston, MA
N. Brookfield, MA
Saugus, MA
Wilmington, MA
New Haven, MI
KIttery Point, ME
Shorewood, MN
Elgin/Glen Ullin, ND

(Part-time music director/keyboardist)

Mark your calendars now and make plans to attend the
CCCC Annual Gathering:
• July 17-20th, 2017
• Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry Township,
north of the Pittsburgh, PA city center.
• THEME: First Things First, “Come near to God
and He will come near to you.” James 4:8
• FEATURED SPEAKER: Daniel Henderson Strategic Renewal Ministries
http://www.strategicrenewal.com/

REGISTRATION INFORMATION COMING
IN MARCH

Watch your mailbox and email for more
information!

* = Conference member
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