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CM COMMENTS

RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER
Getting engaged in the life of our Conference is an expression of our value of “A
Community of Shared Life and Shared Mission.” While we value autonomy as an
expression of Biblical Congregationalism, we do not believe that independence is a
part of our Congregational heritage. I recently shared that,
“…In this generation, being a part of a denomination is more about friendship than it is
affiliation.”
I am continually encouraged by the friendships and partnerships with members of our fellowship.
Here are a few tips on engaging with the CCCC.
• Attend CCCC gatherings at a local, regional and national level. Our annual gatherings
are designed to encourage you and equip you in your service of our Lord Jesus. Many of
our regional fellowships sponsor meetings and retreats for fellowship and instruction. We
CM COMMENTS cont on pg 2
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are developing Pastoral Communities where pastors meet regularly for prayer and
mutual encouraged.
OUR
MINISTRY
RELIES ON
THE MIGHTY
HAND OF
GOD AND THE
WORK OF HIS
SPIRIT.

• Stay abreast of the ministry and ministry of our Conference. We provide weekly
Foresee Updates to keep you informed on what’s happening in our fellowship. The
bi-monthly Foresee newsletter expands on this and includes stories of God’s work
in the CCCC. Our website provides an overview of our ministry and news of coming
activities.
• Use your gifts to strengthen the ministry of our Conference. There are places where you
can serve as we develop our priorities of Church Development, Church Multiplication
and Conference Care. We have an active and engaged Board of Directors and committees that oversee our activities. There are also ways that you can provide leadership on a regional and local level.
• Pray regularly for our Conference. Our ministry relies on the mighty hand of God and
the work of His Spirit. We provide an annual prayer guide and encourage our member churches to hold a Conference Sunday to pray for our ministry.
• Be a regular financial contributor to the CCCC. Our ministry is worthy of your support
and you will be blessed through your giving. We trust that our pastors and churches
understand that giving is more than paying dues. We believe that your giving is an
investment in God’s kingdom work and we strive to be faithful stewards in that work.

NOTE: To receive the FORESEE UPDATE, make
certain we have your correct email address.
Please let the HomeOffice know of any changes.
If you are not on our e-mail list, go to
www.ccccusa.com/FORESEE and find the
sign-up button in the footer.
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Local Gatherings in special locations

NC REGION

NE REGION

CLIFF CHRISTENSEN
NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL MINISTER

TERRY SHANAHAN,
NORTHEAST REGIONAL MINISTER

MINISTERIAL GATHERINGS ARE
IMPORTANT

SUNRISE ON THE USS
CONSTITUTION

I have always valued interaction with fellow ministers, and
I have prioritized attending ministerial meetings, including local, regional, national, and international gatherings.
When I was appointed Regional Pastor for the North
Central Region of the CCCC, I especially looked forward
to this opportunity. It has been my joy to attend a number
of pastors’ meetings and retreats, and to meet one on
one with most of our credentialed members.

“Old Ironsides”, the USS Constitution, has been through
it all and lived to tell about it – as her nickname suggests.
Built of a sturdy oak, pine, and hardware forged by Paul
Revere himself, she was built to withstand and hold back
enemy ships that, by her careful design, would be inferior
to her.

The Constitution endured hard battles, led chases that
went at only 15 miles per hour, fought against Barbary piThe retreats have been a special blessing. Gatherings of rates and more. But this past April on Easter Sunday, a
pastors over an extended period of time bring us closer
together for fellowship, worship, encouragement, and instruction. In Minnesota, we recently met to discuss the
building and maintaining of unity in a polarized society.
In Wisconsin, we met and discussed three very different presentations from three separate pastors. In North
Dakota, area pastors will focus on the common theme of
“Knowing God.”
Many of our member ministers and churches are isolated
from other members of the Conference, but they find other ministerial meetings to attend. To those of you in areas
NC REGION cont on pg 4
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where the Conference is more active, please make every
effort to participate. Each of us has much to offer and
much to receive. “Let’s us not give up meeting together.”
(Heb. 10:25)

sunrise service open to the public was held and conducted by CCCC Chaplains Jonathan Black, Matt Drayton and
Robert Leroe. Just as this majestic ship has lasted the
test of time the gospel message that was proclaimed has
endured as well.

NAE- PRAY TOGETHER SUNDAY
JULY 9, 2017

Pray Together Sunday is a simple opportunity for
churches to join with hundreds of other churches
across the country and ask God for spiritual renewal. Together we will lift our voices on behalf of our
communities and nation. Will your church commit
to a time of prayer during your worship service on
Sunday, July 9, 2017?
Go to www.nae.net/praytogether/ for resources
and information about how your church can
participate.

In Matt Drayton’s words, “…with Bob Leroe on strings and
vocals, Jon Black on Psalm 100 and Communion, and
myself on Prayers and Sermon, it seemed someone has
stacked the deck.” We know that someone was God himself. The CCCC was well represented as many came and
heard the resurrection message.
The USS Constitution is a proud part of our American
heritage; she served her country well. She rests in
Boston Harbor where you can come aboard and take a
tour. Next year when you come to New England for the
Annual Gathering, be sure to visit Old Ironsides and walk
the Freedom Trail through Boston. Along the way you will
come by Park Street Church, a CCCC “flagship”church
and another historic place that you won’t want to miss.
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TODD VENMAN, CCCC PRESIDENT

OUTCOMES—BOARD MEETING APRIL 2017
CCCC Financial Faithfulness
We have seen God’s faithfulness as we are faithful to be good stewards. Sue Drehmel,
CCCC Treasurer reported that we are under budget in regards to expenses so far this
year. We rejoice in the faithful stewardship of our staff. We also rejoice in those who
through God’s leading have given generously to the conference.
We have been in much prayer about repaying the restricted funds once borrowed against.
With faithful stewardship and generous gifts we have seen the repayment reduced to approximately $70,000.00. We continue to clean up the legal work on certain funds which
will help settle some of the indebtedness.
Clifton Larson Allen have completed the Audit.
We have made some significant strides as reported in the audit. This progress has provided more time for staff and board for focus on ministry. We praise God for these efforts
and progress that has been made.

WE

The Position Paper on Biblical Marriage

STANDS

After months of prayer and work the Biblical Marriage Position Paper is ready for review.
We are grateful to those who spent countless hours editing and revising this work.

THEREFORE

Our heart was to reflect God’s heart on how He designed marriage. We wanted to share
what God stands for and therefore what we as a conference stand for. The enemy is quick
to change definitions of words to cause confusion and stir strife. We strove to share hope
with words that point to the genuine love of Jesus Christ our Righteous Judge.
The review period lasted through June 1st 2017. Many of you supplied comments. With
limited time and much to cover during our business sessions at the Annual Gathering we
appreciate your cooperation to give your input before our meetings convene.

WANTED
TO SHARE
WHAT GOD
FOR AND
WHAT
WE AS A
CONFERENCE
STAND FOR.

The Annual Gathering Pittsburgh 2017 is fast approaching.
The Annual Gathering Committee gave a full report on the preparations for the upcoming
Annual Gathering. Registrations are high at this point in time. We anticipate a large attendance at this Annual Gathering so please get your registration in early to reserve a spot
at the hotel. Early Registration which provides a discount on registration costs closed on
June 15th, but you can still register and plan to attend.
The Annual Gathering Committee is working to secure venues for the next few years.
Under Don Elher’s leadership we often worked three years in advance. Due to changes in
volunteers and attention to the direction God has given we haven’t been able to keep up
this pace . We now have volunteers in place to begin that advanced work. Early planning
helps us to find better venues and more reasonable options.
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AROUND THE WORLD

A RECAP OF THINGS HAPPENING IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN
THE DEWING FAMILY,
CCCC INTERNATIONAL WORKERS
SERVING WITH MIDWEST INDIAN
MISSION
First of all we would like to thank you
for all your prayers, thoughts, ministry and financial support. We are a team and even
if you are not able to join us working side-by-side
on the reservations, we are working hand-in-hand
to further the growth of His kingdom one way or another. We would have a hard time doing this ministry
if we didn’t have individuals and churches coming
together to support us.
Just a quick recap of the things that are happening here in Northern Wisconsin as well
as things that have been on our hearts:
• I am still teaching Sunday school and we are currently going through the life of Christ.
The kids have been memorizing verses and working on their prayer time. ...
• We are thankful we have groups coming to help as well as send support for our
fundraising efforts.
• Once again this school year I was able to drive a school bus for one of the reservations. God has used this to do wonderful things for our ministry! It has been wonderful to be able to see kids 4k-12th grade every day, twice a day. We couldn’t be more
excited about that!
Native America needs prayer, hope, encouragement, love, support and most of all
Jesus. If you would like us to share a few things to give you a detailed outlook on what
to pray for in the months ahead please email us. We believe in our call from the Lord
to be here. We fight in His name to share The Word with the lost, and show them they
are not alone. We pour every bit of ourselves into them because we care, love them
and know there is a Savior that will change their life and bring them eternal life. We are
in the battle, showing these kids that there is hope in Jesus and we still push forward
even with the struggles that come from that. We are thankful the Lord is using us in
places most are unaware of and where most choose to look away.
Please be in prayer for the Chippewa and Potawatomi communities, the youth and the
ministry here. Please pray for our family as we serve and continue to follow in His path.
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost -Luke 19:10
In Christ Name,
Benjamin and Ashley Dewing
bdewing26@gmail.com
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Chesapeake, VA

Rosemont Christian Church*
Mark Grogans

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO
Greeley, CO

Mitchell, NE
Candia, NH
Grafton, NH
Glenville, NY
Lakeview, NY
Lisle, NY
Vermillion, OH

Hope Congregational Church*
St Paul’s Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Associate Pastor)
Hebron Church of Hope*
Congregational Church
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
Sharon Congregational Church+
Sherman Congregational 		
Church*
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
First Congregational Church*
Evangelical Community Church*
Peoria Heights Congregational*
First Congregational Church+
First Christian Church+
Crossroads Community Church+
Byfield Parish (UCC)
Union Evangelical Church of
Heath (Part-time)
Mayflower Church*
(Part-time Youth Pastor)
N Brookfield Congregational*
Cliftondale Congregational Church*
Wilmington Congregational (Ev Free)
First Congregational Church*
First Christian Church* (Part-time)
Minnewashta Community 		
Church*
Church of Peace* (Part-time)
Hope Conservative Cong/
Evangelical Congregational*
Federated Church*
Candia Congregational Church+
Millbrook Christian Fellowship*
East Glenville Community Church*
Lakeview Community Church*
Center Lisle Congregational (UCC)
Vermillion E & R Church*

Xenia, OH
Chicora, PA
McClure, PA
Warfordsburg, PA
Chepachet, RI
Spokane, WA
Superior, WI
Wilton, WI

Mt Zion Church*
St Paul’s Community Church*
Mt Bethel Church*
Whips Cove Church+ (Part-time)
Chepachet Union Church
Plymouth Congregational Church*
Faith Congregational Church*
Faith Congregational Church*

Hebron, CT
Salem, CT
Sharon, CT
Sherman, CT
Parkersburg, IA
Blue Island, IL
Peoria Heights, IL
Peru, IL
Pleasonton, KS
Farmington, MA
Georgetown, MA
Heath, MA
Kingston, MA
N Brookfield, MA
Saugus, MA
Wilmington, MA
New Haven, MI
KIttery Point, ME
Shorewood, MN
Norwood-YA, MN
Elgin/Glen Ullin, ND

* = Conference member |

(Part-time music director/keyboardist)

+

MAXIMIZE YOUR TIME AT THE ANNUAL
GATHERING WITH A MINISTRY
INTENSIVE
Church Development Intensive
A training workshop for pastors, leaders, and parishioners
who want to help their churches make a kingdom difference in their communities is being led by the Church
Development Team members. It will be held on Monday,
July 17th prior to the opening session of the AG. Make your
plans to arrive in time to participate.
For more info and tickets visit: www.ccccusa.com/ag/
and choose the “Church Development Intensive” from the
right hand menu.
Nineveh 2017
Nineveh 2017 will happen on Monday, July 17 before the
Annual Gathering in Pittsburgh. The Nineveh Project is a
gathering for Church Planters and those who are interested
in the church planting movement. This year’s theme will be
“Our Favorite Things.”
For more info or to register go to: www.ccccusa.com/
ag/ and choose the “The Nineveh Project” from the
right hand menu.

YOU CAN STILL REGISTER TO ATTEND
THE 69TH CCCC ANNUAL GATHERING
JULY 17-20 AT THE
PITTSBURGH MARRIOTT NORTH/
CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP, PA
Go to
ccccusa.com/ag to
register online
or
to download a
registration
brochure pdf

= Independent
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Argentina may have intrigued you, but you’ve never managed to get it into your travel
plans. Here is a great opportunity for an adventure, with the purpose of meeting brothers
and sisters from Evangelical Congregational Churches in this country. Their union of 120
member churches was accepted as a member fellowship at the Triennial WECF Meeting
in Orlando, in February, 2016. Our November Mid-Term Meeting is an opportunity for more
of us to get to know them and for them to get to know us.
We want to encourage each other and our hosts, so please don’t leave attendance at this
meeting to the WECF ‘regulars.’ If you’ve never attended a WECF Meeting before, why not
begin with this adventure into the Spanish-speaking world and it’s culture?
You will have the opportunity to experience the hustle and bustle of Buenos Aires as well
as a quiet rural town, Urdinarrain, the location of the Congregational Seminary. The itinerary is open-ended for you to extend your stay or travel elsewhere if you choose. We urge
you to give this great opportunity very serious thought!
Go to ccccusa.com/FORESEE/Argentina for more info!
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