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“For the Health of the Nation”
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

It is important for followers of Jesus to be aware of what the Bible says
about critical issues facing our nation. Our conversation with others about
these matters should be well informed and full of grace. The National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) has updated a helpful resource to serve as a
seminal guide for public policy, “For the Health of the Nation: An Evangelical Call
to Civic Responsibility.” The revised version includes a new section on racial justice and reconciliation, among other updates.
NAE President Leith Anderson said,
“The foundational truth in ‘For the Health of the Nation’ is that all people are
made in the image of God. Each principle in the document flows from that
CM COMMENTS cont on pg 2
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truth. Our hope is that this guide will help those of shared faith work
together to bless others in the public square.”
The original version of “For the Health of the Nation” was adopted in 2004 and became the platform for the NAE’s advocacy, along with NAE resolutions. It has
been widely studied and used by evangelicals and has served as a unifying
framework for evangelical engagement in public policy.
While the underlying principles of the document have not changed, the NAE
Board of Directors updated and adopted the revised version in light of the
shifting American context. New attention has been called to long-time
social ills, including the broken immigration system, sexual harassment
and abuse, human trafficking, racial injustice and white supremacy.
Concern about these issues was implicit in the original document
and is further elaborated in the updated edition, notably through the
addition of a section on racial justice and reconciliation.
In addition to sections on the basis and method for Christian civic
engagement and the structures of public life, the NAE offers the following principles
for Christian political engagement:
• Protecting religious freedom and liberty of conscience;
• Safeguarding the nature and sanctity of human life;
• Strengthening marriages, families and children;
• Seeking justice and compassion for the poor and vulnerable;
• Preserving human rights;
• Pursuing racial justice and reconciliation;
• Promoting just peace and restraining violence; and
• Caring for God’s creation.

While these issues do not exhaust the concerns of good government, they provide
a platform from which evangelicals can engage in common action.
To access a FREE PDF download or order printed copies of
“For the Health of the Nation: An Evangelical Call to Civic Responsibility,”
visit NAE.net/forthehealth.
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world relief + cccc = y-malawi !
LIVING OUT OUR GUIDING VALUES

AROUND THE WORLD

A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP - A GLOBAL IMPACT

What will it take to change the world? What will it take to change us?
We recently announced a partnership with World Relief and Y-Malawi. Through this new venture CCCC churches will
have a powerful opportunity to be agents of light and transformation not only in the heartland of Africa, but here at
home. TOGETHER, we can:
• Empower village churches in rural Africa. By providing pastors and church leaders with leadership development, basic theology, and the tools to lead their communities forward, they will become catalysts of
change, resulting in strengthened churches and thriving communities.
• Empower women and girls. We can help bring an end to child marriage, keep girls in school, fight domestic
violence, strengthen marriages, and provide vocational opportunities. All anchored in the hope of the
gospel message.
• Provide opportunities for those in our own churches to experience and engage in God’s redemptive work
on the ground in Malawi. This can be life changing and the spark that ignites greater faith by opening our
eyes to what is most important in life.
Our partnership makes it easy for churches of every size to participate without tapping church resources, and there are
various levels of involvement. Let’s see what God will do as we come together corporately and individually. We can change
the world, your church can change the world, you can change the world. We have an important role to serve some of the
world’s most vulnerable people as we put into practice our guiding value of healthy churches— not just in our country but
around the world. This Thanksgiving we, the CCCC, have set a goal to sponsor 800 women and girls in one of the poorest
countries in the world. Our churches and members can join together to make a real, eternal difference.
“It’s something I can do, it’s something we can do... Will you join us?”
For more information about sponsorship and resources for your church visit: http://www.y-malawi.org/cccc/
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

NE REGION
TERRY SHANAHAN,
NORTHEAST REGIONAL MINISTER

EXCEEDING ANYTHING WE CAN
UNDERSTAND
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he
has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which
exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4: 6-7 NLT

SHIRLEY DUBEAU,
CCCC WOMEN’S MINISTRIES CHAIR

STAYING CONNECTED!
WHAT’S A PERSON TO DO?

Yearly, following our Annual Gathering (AG), the Women’s
Ministry Committee (WMC) hears this plea from our CCCC
sisters: “How can we stay connected throughout the year?”
Some of us feel isolated.

Recently transplanted to Western PA I’m appreciating more
the need to feel connected. I came from New England and
If you are following the news it could cause you to worry. a rich experience with that region’s group (New England
Congregational Christian Fellowship). NECCF provided ad• The country is divided.
ditional times to connect between AGs such as: A year• Politicians admit they’re not at a place of negotiating.
ly NECCF Annual Meeting, The Ministry Encouragement
Every argument leads to further polarization.
Retreat and the NECCF Women’s Retreat. These were
• Winning at all cost is the goal and seeking unity is not great, growing times for me and my relationships.
even on the agenda.
• At the same time the church has been marginalized I encourage us to find out what our part of the country has
in our society. Where it once it may have been a voice going on. Using our CCCC Yearbook (on the CCCC webof reason pointing to the moral high ground it is now site under the Resources tab) to find the Area Pastor in our
mostly ignored or even mocked.
region is a great place to begin.
• Pew research reports that the Northeast part of our
Another newer opportunity for connection is a Community
country is the least churched region.
Pastor’s Group (CPG). Some are already formed in different
• The number of churches closing is on the rise.
regions of the country and offer pastoral encouragement.
If all you were to listen to are these reports it might cause Terry Shanahan, Northeast Regional Pastor, shared what
you to worry.
happens in his CPG of 5 pastors beyond the monthly meetAnd yet God tells us “don’t worry about anything instead ing with these men. Terry offers a quarterly pot luck meal
pray about everything.” The number one guiding value inviting the pastors along with spouses. This event provides
of the CCCC way of life is a culture of believing prayer an organic, natural connection. Spouses meet other spousand intercession. As we have been living out that guiding es, get to know each other, exchange contact info and revalue in the midst of all these troubling circumstances we lationships grow. Terry’s advice: Get and stay connected
are experiencing God’s peace which exceeds anything with a CPG! Let’s take his wise advice!
we can understand.

If there isn’t a CPG in your area contact Peter Wood,
People are being saved; testimonies come in every week. Director of Conference Care (revpwood@hotmail.com) he
Churches are being revitalized; dying churches have can link you up or help you get a CPG started in your area.
come alive. New churches are being planted and we are
The WMC hears your cry for connection! Yet WMC’s acreaching people with the gospel in ways we never have
tivity outside of the AG is minimal. Over the years we have
before. We are developing groups of community pastors
found that the country-wide nature of our conference
who are fighting a spiritual battle together. We are coming
makes it difficult to connect physically throughout the year.
along side to care for our churches and pastors with our
NE REGION cont on pg 7

CONNECTING cont on pg 6
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AROUND THE CONFERENCE
REV. DR. ROBERT G. LEROE, INTERIM PASTOR,
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WAKEFIELD

ROB O’NEAL,
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

EMERITUS

FIT AND FLOURISH IN MINISTRY

On Sunday September 16, First Parish Congregational
Church of Wakefield honored its former long-time pastor,
Richard Weisenbach, in a special service, conferring on
him the title Pastor Emeritus. Rev. Weisenbach retired in
2015 after serving First Parish for thirty years. “Emeritus”
is a title given to retired clergy who are allowed to retain
their title as an honor.
At the morning service, Rev. Terry Shanahan, Northeast
Regional Minister of the Conservative Congregational
Christian Conference, spoke about Pastor Rich,
and the Interim Minister, Rev. Dr. Robert Leroe, presented Rev. Weisenbach with a certificate. There was
special
music
from the choir and
praise band, and
Rev. Weisenbach
delivered
the
morning sermon.
Following the service the congregation held a cookout in his honor.
Numerous retired
clergy from the
North Shore were
in
attendance,
along with Rev.
We i s e n b a c h’s
family and friends.

The Northstar Center for Church Multiplication hosted
Church Planter Assessment October 10-11 outside the
Twin Cities in Minnesota. We gathered at the Mount Olivet
Conference & Retreat Center starting Wednesday evening
at 5 and finishing Thursday afternoon around 4 pm.
Participants came from around the region, Pennsylvania,
and New England. Our goal was to help planters find
their “fit and flourish” moment in ministry. Church Planter
Assessment doesn’t just answer the question, “Can I plant
a church?” It helps candidates think through how they
might plant and who they could use on their teams. People
considering planting usually find the experience affirming
and helpful.
Lately other people have begun to use the training commonly referred to as “The Call” to help them navigate transitions in ministry. The training gives insights on how building
a ministry from the ground up based on making disciples.
Additionally, it helps participants understand themselves
better and think about the gifts they bring to ministry.
Many ministry leaders go through life thinking about what
we’re missing in ministry. We fixate on other leaders and
think, “If I could only be more like that, then my ministry
would be more successful.” We ignore God’s sovereign
shaping of our lives and forget that God made us the people we are on purpose!

Participants left the October seminar grounded in their gifts
for ministry and ready to face new challenges. Some are
preparing to plant churches, and we are excited to work
The church was
with them in the future. Others are moving jobs and go into
also marking the 200th anniversary of their Sunday
their new positions with a greater sense of who God has
School, an integral part of the ministries of First Parish.
made them to be. God is good!
There are classes for all ages and a teen youth group.
Go to https://fpccwakefield.org/ to see more.

Want more information? Contact Rob O’Neal at roneal@
ccccusa.com.
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CCCC NEWS

NEW CORNERSTONE CORPS PROJECT
FOR FALL 2018

So friendships we make at the AG, the one opportunity we
all can take advantage of, become even more precious.

One spouse shared how she and a few women scooted up
into the A.J. Gordon Chapel balcony during this year’s AG
for a time of encouragement & prayer. This is a great examThe Mission St. Congregational Church in Gardner, MA
ple of how the Holy Spirit works during the AG! He moves
has experienced significant growth in the past four years.
people to connect so that new friends come together orTheir old building became unsuitable for their growing conganically, naturally.
gregation so they purchased a new facility.
I’m pretty sure those
“Balcony Buddies”
will keep connected!
A Sound/AV System for the Mission St
Congregational Church’s new facility

The old adage “to
have a friend, be a
friend” holds true.
Overcoming long distances is better done as individuals
by using social media, email, text or, dare I say it, telephone
and even snail mail!
The WMC travels those communication routes, too. We
The new facility seats 225 persons, has classrooms, a have a FaceBook page: CCCC Woman and an email list
spacious fellowship hall, and a room for an infant space made up of CCCC w omen who’ve signed up. I maintain
near the sanctuary.
it, periodically send out encouragement, and when conThe CCCC has agreed to use the Cornerstone Corps to tacted, connect prayer requests with others on our team.
assist in the purchase of a sound and AV system. This will If you are interested in being on this email list please email
me: smdubeau@sbcglobal.net
help the church maximize the use of its new facility.
For more information or to make your Cornerstone con- Staying connected is so crucial and so hard! Regional gathtribution go to: http://www.ccccusa.com/giving/corner- erings and the AG are wonderful places for life on life expestone-corps/
riences that make these initial, crucial connections. That’s
what makes our gathering times so treasured to each of us
and to our conference. It’s there we become family.
Support the CCCC through Amazon Smile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service, but there’s
a difference. You can support the Conservative
Congregational Christian Conference by your
shopping at https://smile.amazon.com/. Amazon
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the CCCC, with an increased donation
rate from Oct 29-Nov 2nd.

So that brings me back to the question: What’s a person to
do? Pray! Reach out! Connect! And don’t give up trying
creative ways to stay in touch with folk between events.

Get a jump start on your Christmas shopping
while supporting the CCCC!

PS If you are a pastor or church leader reading this,
please pass it along to the women in your church. Thanks!

In the meantime, does anyone come to mind? Take time to
contact that someone. It’s important to keep in touch with
our CCCC family! Do it today!
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Monroe Center, IL
Easton, MA

United Church of Monroe Center* Patrick Friedline
Free Evangelical Fellowship (Ind)
Daniel Price

Xenia, OH

Mt. Zion Church *

Mike Burtnett

North Troy, VT

1st Cong Church of N Troy

Paul Essaff

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Greeley, CO
St. Paul’s Congregational Church *
(Part-time Associate Pastor)
Salem, CT
Congregational Church * (Part-time Youth Pastor)
Sherman, CT
The Sherman Church * (Lead Pastor)
Buffalo Center, IA
First Congregational Church *
Freeport, IL
Zion Church *
Boston, MA
Park Street Church * (Senior Pastor)
Hamilton, MA
First Congregational Church *
Hopedale, MA
Community Bible Chapel * (Part-time)
Peabody, MA
West Congregational Church (Independent)
Shirley, MA
United Church of Shirley *
Wakefield, MA
First Parish Congregational Church *
Pittston, ME
First Congregational Church of Pittston *
(Part-time Worship Leader)

Honor, MI
Lansing, MI
New Haven, MI
Garvin, MN
Glencoe, MN
Elon, NC
Glen Ullin, ND
Mitchell, NE
Chichester, NH
Glenville, NY
Lakeview, NY
Lisle, NY
Vermillion, OH

Honor Congregational Church *
Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)
First Congregational Church *
First Congregational Church * (Part-time)
First Congregational UCC of Glencoe (UCC)
Bethlehem Christian Church * (Full-time youth pastor)
Evangelical Congregational Church *
Federated Church *
Hope In Christ Church *
East Glenville Community Church *
Lakeview Community Church *
Center Lisle Congregational Church (UCC)
Vermillion E & R Church *

Wellington, OH
Warfordsburg, PA
Huron, SD
Disputanta, VA
Woodstock, VT

United Church of Huntington * (Part-time youth pastor)
Whips Cove Church (Independent) (Part-time)
First Congregational Church
Bethlehem Congregational Church * (Part-time)
First Congregational Church of Woodstock 		
(Independent)

* = Conference member

(Part-time music director/keyboardist)

Turning Point process. Through our
shared life and mission we have embarked on a stewardship challenge.
The enemy desires that we become
worried and defeated and yet we are
experiencing God’s peace, exceeding anything we can understand.
Let us not listen to the world, but listen to the one who does exceedingly
abundantly above all we ask and think.

If you haven’t already
done so...
It’s TIME to return
your Ministerial
Questionnaires and
Church Surveys.
Thank YOU!

NOTE: To receive the weekly email
FORESEE UPDATE, make certain we
have your correct email address.
Please let the HomeOffice know of
any changes. If you are not on our
e-mail list, go to
www.ccccusa.com/FORESEE and
find the sign-up button in the footer.
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2019 Annual Gathering
at St Thomas University
in St Paul, MN

September/October 2018

WECF* TRIENNIAL MEETING IN
WALES
The WECF meeting will convene

Tue, July 9 – Fri, July 12, 2018.

Mon, May 27-Fri, May 31, 2019

(NOTE this is EARLIER in July than we
are typically scheduled.)

at Hebron Hall Christian Center in
Dinas Powys, Wales.

Watch for REGISTRATION MATERIALS
and MORE INFORMATION
Coming to your mailbox and online
in the new year!

For more information and registration details go to:
http://wecf-cong.org/
*World Evangelical Christian Fellowship
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