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CM COMMENTS

RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

Christmas time is upon us! It’s time to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ! The way that we celebrate differs from church to church and family to
family. Some people value life-long traditions while others try to create a new way to celebrate. It’s challenging to know what’s new and what’s old. For example, while “Silent
Night” seems like a long-time tradition, it’s only been around for 200 years.
We reread the story…we share gifts…we spend time together. Amid our various celebrations, one thing remains constant.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
(Hebrews 13:8)
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This reminder from God’s Word helps us understand that Jesus is eternal. When
we look at the manger scene, we know that the story is much bigger than the birth
of a baby boy. Jesus was the Word made flesh to dwell among us. Jesus was there
at the time of creation. While he lived on this earth for a little over 30 years, he is
eternal and reigns forever at the right hand of God. He said,
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End.
(Revelation 22:13)
He came to live and die for us! As we place our faith in Him, our sins are forgiven
and we become the children of God. We begin a new life…an eternal life. Today is
a wonderful day. But, it’s only one of many great days for those who are followers
of Jesus. Our celebration never ends.
Merry Christmas to everyone in our CCCC family!

Y-MALAWI FOR CHRISTMAS
The CCCC partnership with World
Vision for Malawi makes it easy for
churches and individuals to participate in supporting this work. There
are various levels of involvement. Let’s
see what God will do as we come together corporately and individually.
Our churches can change the world,
we can change the world. We have
an important role to serve some of
the world’s most vulnerable people as
we put into practice our guiding value
of healthy churches— not just in our country but around the world. This Thanksgiving [and Christmas] we, can
sponsor women and girls thereby strengthening communities and churches in one of the poorest countries in the
world. Our churches and members can join together to make a real, eternal difference.
For more information about sponsorship and resources for your church visit:
http://www.y-malawi.org/cccc/
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growing and developing
MULTIPLYING AND ASSESSING IN THE CHURCH

NE REGION

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

TERRY SHANAHAN,
NORTHEAST REGIONAL MINISTER

JOHN KIMBALL,
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

NEW ENGLAND
MULTIPLICATION

SUCCESSFUL NCD TRAINING
EVENT IN ORLANDO

The second coach training for the CCCC directed development process in our new Turning Point Initiative was
completed December 4 & 5 in Orlando, Florida. Using
the Natural Church Development (NCD) assessment, 18
CCCC pastors from around the country gathered to learn
from NCD America’s
NEX, New England Multiplication, is our church multiplicaDr. Petr Činčala along
tion hub in New England. In its infancy we met to stratewith Ron Hamilton
gize how we might reach New England for Christ through
and myself.
the planting of new works. We were trained to use the
NCD is now in it’s
processes of recruiting, assessing, coaching, training, and
third generation as a
connecting to gain traction in the church planting movechurch assessment
ment. We had limited expectations of the momentum that
tool. This newest itthis movement would take on.
eration is even more
As we fast forward a few years we are celebrating a numvaluable than previber of new church plants in the region plus the beginning
ous versions, with far more detailed reports and the ability
of several new projects.
to drill down to the results of individual survey questions.
Prior to our Annual Gathering this past July our pre-AG NCD now measures tendencies against its three colors
church multiplication intensive attracted 50-plus folks in- (representing the Persons of our Triune God) and 24 imvolved in the movement. At a recent NEX Networking gath“In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord.
And in him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
Ephesians 2: 21- 22
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NE REGION

DEVELOPMENT

ering in November we had several church planters, coaches, and team members gather for fellowship and to share
their experiences of planting in New England. At each of
these events I marveled at the growth of the movement
that has gained traction and speed in a relatively short time.

portant themes of life and ministry, in addition to the original eight quality characteristics of church health.
Each of our trainees is now putting their learning into
practice in their respective churches. They will then be
coached by members of the CCCC Church Development
Team to begin helping other congregations entering our
Turning Point process. We have 30 trained directed development coaches in addition to the members of our Church
Development Team!

Our multiplication movement is no longer a goal, a vision,
or a dream for us. This movement of God is what we do.
For, “In Him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a Holy Temple in the Lord. And in Him
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in Would you like more information about the Turning Point
which God lives by His Spirit.”
Initiative? Is your church struggling to connect with
I have had the privilege of seeing us being built together your community? Please call the Conference Office at:
(651) 739-1474 and we’ll be more than happy to
and it is glorious to behold!
discuss what we can now offer our CCCC family in directed development.

WORLD EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
WECF TRIENNIAL MEETING IN WALES

The WECF meeting will convene

Monday, May 27-Friday, May 31, 2019
at Hebron Hall Christian Center
in Dinas Powys, Wales.
Don’t miss this opportunity to share what God is doing in
your own fellowship and to learn what is happening in the
rest of the WECF family.
Rev Philip Swann, Minister at Llanelli
Free Evangelical Church will be the
keynote speaker
To read the entire WECF newsletter, Our Congregational World, go to:
ccccusa.com/FORESEE/2018/06/wecf-2
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SHORT-TERM MISSION OPPORTUNITY
IN URBAN ERIE, PA

AG SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED

Church in Development (CID), The Cross | Erie, serves in
a zip code with a median household income of just over
$10,000. We have enjoyed hearing stories from this mission front, but recently The Cross | Erie has made available
the opportunity to join them on well-programmed shortterm mission trips in Erie Pennsylvania. This has become
an excellent opportunity for many of our CCCC churches
to work together with the church multiplication movement.
After launching their short-term mission program last summer, The Cross is now hosting Spring break trips with Cru
in Western Pennsylvania and has a number of weeks available for this summer [2019] for church groups.
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The Annual Gathering Planning Committee is moving forward with plans for the next Annual Gathering to be held at
the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota on
July 9 – 12, 2019. The theme for the gathering will focus on our value of Healthy Pastors. We are excited to announce our plenary speakers for these meetings.
Rev. Dr. Leith Anderson, President of
the National Association of Evangelicals,
will spend an entire day with us with two
speaking sessions and a time of Q & A.
Dr. Anderson had a successful long-term
pastorate at Wooddale Church in Eden
Prairie, Minnesota. He is known to be an
encourager and mentor of pastors.
Rev. Dr. Brian Kluth is the National
Director of the NAE Financial Health project. He is a speaker and writer on the
topic of Biblical generosity. In his current
role, he has developed resources for pastors in improving their personal finances.
Rev. Lee Eclov serves as the Senior
Pastor of Village Church of Lincolnshire,
IL and is an adjunct professor at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School. He shares
this about his ministry to pastors, “I feel a
special bond with my fellow shepherds—
other ordinary pastors like myself, and I
delight in drawing them into the heart
of shepherding.”

This is a great opportunity for our CCCC churches to share
life together. Churches have the opportunity to see firsthand what kind of ministry is coming out of the Church
Multiplication movement and many of our pastors have
shared what a life changing experience it has been for
both themselves and their churches. All of the groups that
We believe that you will be encouraged by these
went to Erie last summer are returning again after such a
speakers and will receive practical help in serving as
positive experience, and a number of other churches are
church shepherds and leaders in this generation. Please
joining them.
reserve these dates and make your plans to attend the
The Cross offers a discount to CCCC churches because 2019 Annual Gathering.
of our support in getting them started. More information is
available at www.thecross.cc/missions .
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AROUND THE WORLD
TIM AND MARY LOUT TANGLED THREADS
TINER,
by Mary Lou Tiner
CCCC INTERNATIONAL
WORKERS She wandered through the Christmas shop, perusing every shelf.
Ignoring crystal turtledoves, and Santa’s favorite elf.
“We are enjoying being
Her hair was white, her eyes blue-gray, deep wrinkles etched her brow,
back in the States and setHer search to find the perfect gift had failed her until now.
tling into our new home. I
(Mary Lou) was in south- She walked past twinkling Christmas trees, adorned with blue and white,
ern California to speak With golden angels, gleaming stars, but nothing seemed quite right.
for a Ladies’ Christmas The teenage girl who worked the shop showed off their very best,
Brunch. I love the oppor- But the old woman shook her head and kept on with her quest.
tunity to speak to women
about Jesus and this was
a beautiful event. It was
a blessing for me to be
there and I felt the Lord
was speaking through me.
Included with this newsletter is the Christmas poem
I wrote, which tied in with
my message.”

When suddenly she saw the thing that brightened her gray eyes,
Behind the snow globe and the bells, she found the perfect prize.
It looked like an old tattered cloth, with frayed and ragged string.
Why was the woman thrilled to find this useless, ugly thing?
She brought it to the cashier’s desk and gently laid it down.
The teenage girl looked quite dismayed; she couldn’t hide her frown.
“Why, Ma’am, you can’t be serious. This item’s clearly flawed.”
“I’m not sure how this got in here; the fabric looks all gnawed.”
A twinkle in her old gray eyes, the woman beamed with pride,
“Oh, I have found a treasure here!” she looked quite satisfied.
She didn’t see the tangled threads; ignored the knotted mess;
She recognized a masterpiece, though no else would guess.
Unfolding it, she held it up, to let the shop girl see,
And as the cloth was turned around, she saw reality.
It was a lovely tapestry, a priceless work of art,
A picture made from woven threads, created from the heart.
“This tapestry is just like me,” the woman smiled and said.
“Most of my life I only saw the tangled, knotted thread.”
“I focused on the problems then; I never understood.”
“And I would shake my fist at God; I never saw the good.”
“That’s when the Savior spoke my name, He called so tenderly.”
“He turned the cloth around for me – to show His tapestry.’”
“Each struggle I have faced became a part of His design.”
“The Lord brought beauty from the mess, to let His glory shine.”
What will you choose to focus on – the frayed and tangled thread?
This Christmas will you choose to see His plan for you instead?*
(*Excerpt from Tiners’s Dec 2018 Newsletter.)

8941 33rd St North, Lake Elmo, MN 55042 | 651-739-1474 | homeoffice@ccccusa.com | ccccusa.com

[7 ]

NOV/DEC 2018

CCCC NEWS

PASTORAL CHANGES
Buffalo Center, IA
Freeport, IL
Hopedale, MA
Chichester, NH
Disputanta, VA

First Congregational *
Zion Church *
Community Bible Chapel *
Hope In Christ Church *
Bethlehem Congregational *

Jonathan Faulkner*
Steve Rios
Adam Burrus
Steve Kasanovich*
Robert Withers

THINGS TO NOTE

Year End Giving Dates
Our fiscal year ends on December
31st. Gifts postmarked on or before
December 31st will be credited toward
2018 income. Processing of 2018 contributions will be cut off on January 4th.

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Greeley, CO
St. Paul’s Congregational Church *
(Part-time Associate Pastor)

Salem, CT
Sherman, CT
Boston, MA
Hamilton, MA
Peabody, MA
Shirley, MA
Wakefield, MA
Yarmouth Port, MA
Pittston, ME

Congregational Church * (Part-time Youth Pastor)
The Sherman Church * (Lead Pastor)
Park Street Church * (Senior Pastor)
First Congregational Church *
West Congregational Church (Independent)
United Church of Shirley *
First Parish Congregational Church *
First Congregational Church (NACCC)
First Congregational Church of Pittston *

Covert, MI
Honor, MI
Lansing, MI
New Haven, MI
Garvin, MN
Glencoe, MN
Elon, NC
Glen Ullin, ND
Mitchell, NE
Glenville, NY
Lakeview, NY
Lisle, NY
Vermillion, OH

First Congregational Church * (Part-time pastor)
Honor Congregational Church *
Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)
First Congregational Church *
First Congregational Church * (Part-time)
First Congregational UCC of Glencoe (UCC)
Bethlehem Christian Church * (Full-time youth pastor)
Evangelical Congregational Church *
Federated Church *
East Glenville Community Church *
Lakeview Community Church *
Center Lisle Congregational Church (UCC)
Vermillion E & R Church *

Wellington, OH
Warfordsburg, PA
Huron, SD
Woodstock, VT

United Church of Huntington * (Part-time youth pastor)
Whips Cove Church (Independent) (Part-time)
First Congregational Church
First Congregational Church of Woodstock
(Independent)
First Congregational Church *

Hillsboro, WI

If you haven’t already
done so...
It’s TIME to return
your Ministerial
Questionnaires and
Church Surveys.
Thank YOU!

(Part-time Worship Leader)

(Part-time music director/keyboardist)

NOTE: To receive the weekly email
FORESEE UPDATE, make certain we
have your correct email address.
Please let the HomeOffice know of
any changes. If you are not on our
e-mail list, go to
www.ccccusa.com/FORESEE and
find the sign-up button in the footer.

* = Conference member
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2019 Annual Gathering
at St Thomas University in St Paul, MN
Tue, July 9 – Fri, July 12, 2018.

(NOTE this is EARLIER in July than we are typically scheduled.)
Watch for REGISTRATION MATERIALS
and MORE INFORMATION
Coming to your mailbox and online
in the new year!
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