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CM COMMENTS

RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

We are pleased to share that the financial situation of the CCCC is stable and
growing. 2018 giving was $7,600 above projections. We ended the year with a
surplus of $27,000 due to careful oversight of expenses. The Conference also received
a bequest from a member who included the CCCC in her will. These factors make
it possible for the CCCC to be fully funded with no internal debt to our restricted
funds. The Board of Directors voted in February to establish a cash reserve to cover
any cash flow shortages throughout the year.
The strong financial position enables us to resource our ministries of Church Development,
Church Multiplication and Conference Care. In addition, the Board of Directors approved the use of part of the surplus funds to stimulate the development of the ministry
CM COMMENTS cont on pg 2
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of Regional Pastors. The faithful support of the members of the Conference sustains our work and helps us move into the future with confidence.
Our leaders are very encouraged by these figures. In her January financial update,
Treasurer Sue Drehmel said,
“We begin 2019 ready to expand our regional ministries as presented last
year in our vision budget. Thank you for your continued generosity.”
Reflecting on these recent financial reports, President Matt Milligan said,
“The timing of our additional financial freedom is perfect for where we sit in
moving forward the mission opportunities that have been developing over
the last several years.”
Pete Balentine, chair of the Stewardship Committee says,
“On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, we want to thank every CCCC
church who prayed about the 2% mission challenge and gave to the work
of our conference in 2018. These churches understand that giving is
not paying denominational dues. Rather, it is mission giving to help grow
healthy, disciple-making churches across America. The big vision ahead
is to fund regional pastors. We have already seen the benefit Terry Shanahan has brought to New England. Now as a Conference, we seek to fund
additional regional pastors for the Mideast, North Central, and West of our
country. I am confident God will provide as we all step out in faith!”

2019 YEARBOOK NOW AVAILABLE
A professionally printed version of the CCCC yearbook can be
ordered from Next Step Resources. You can access the order page
from our website. Go to: www.ccccusa.com and navigate to “Print
Resources and Publications” under the Resources in the main menu.
The cost is $15 and includes shipping.
The Yearbook is also available as a PDF that can be downloaded
from the website on the same page. Follow the instructions above to
access the download.
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healthy and sharing
PUTTING OUR VALUES INTO PRACTICE

NE REGION

CCCC NEWS

TERRY SHANAHAN,
NORTHEAST REGIONAL MINISTER

GUIDING VALUE #2
HEALTHY PASTORS IS BEING
LIVED OUT IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

Pastor Dave Randlett has been the Area Pastor for New
Hampshire for the past 12 years. Once a month he gathers 10 to 15 pastors at his church for study, prayer and
fellowship. Additionally, usually in the spring, all of the
pastors and their wives meet for a dinner out. Out of this
dinner gathering, a pastor wives support group has been
established which is a blessing to all.

SHARING RESOURCES WITH NEW
CHURCHES

JONATHAN ROMIG, PASTOR, CORNERSTONE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
A new initiative to help church plants and re-starts
with resources you already have in place.
Introduction
Have you ever spent hours and hours creating a policy or
resource from scratch only to find out that another church
already took the time to create that same document, and
their version is better? Let’s stop wasting our time and
start pooling our resources.

In this current season the New Hampshire pastors are going through the book Replenish, Leading From a Healthy
Soul by Lance Witt. Each week a different pastor takes
the teaching role and leads us through one or two chapters. We are learning together to prioritize matters of the
soul, develop healthy spiritual practices, address problems that lead to burnout, create a healthy rhythm, and
move toward an unhurried life. These lessons have a way
of uncovering unhealthy patterns and showing us how to
replace them with healthy ones.

The CCCC is pleased to introduce the “CCCC Resource
Sharing” Dropbox folder. This is a Dropbox folder we have
created using the cloud to share policies, procedures, applications, forms, and other helpful resources with each
other, all for free.

NE REGION cont on pg 4
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How can I join?
Email ccccresourcesharing@gmail.com with your request to join today! You will need to create a free Dropbox
account with the email you send us so that we can add you
to the folder. We’ll add you and you’ll be all set.
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Recently five new pastors have begun serving in our New
Hampshire churches. What a blessing to be able to connect them with a mature established group that cares for
the health of their ministry as well as the health of their
soul. Living out guiding value number two brings health
to the pastorate, health to the church and strengthens the
body of Christ.

How can my church use this resource?

WORLD EVANGELICAL
CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

You’re free to go through the folders, find helpful resources, and make copies of them to use and adapt.
Guidelines:
1. Please make sure you don’t edit the original
resources or documents in the file, but that you
make a copy to use outside of our dropbox folder.
2. Please make sure that you remove references
to the church that uploaded it from the document.
For example, if it’s “First Church’s Child Protection
Policy” it should now say “[Your church’s name]
Child Protection Policy. This does not mean you
can’t reference or thank the original resource in
some part of your new policy.
How can I share what I have to offer with everyone?
Please attach and email your resources to ccccresourcesharing@gmail.com.
Guidelines:

WECF TRIENNIAL MEETING IN WALES
The WECF meeting will convene

Monday, May 27-Friday, May 31, 2019
at Hebron Hall Christian Center
in Dinas Powys, Wales.

Don’t miss this opportunity to share what God is
doing in your own fellowship and to learn what is
happening in the rest of the WECF family.
Rev Philip Swann, Minister at Llanelli
Free Evangelical Church will be the
keynote speaker

1. Please send your attachment as both a Word
Document and a PDF. Please don’t just send it as
a PDF unless that’s the only format you have it in.
2. Please make sure the document is yours to
share. It cannot be something you purchased as
a resource. So please make sure it’s copyright
free and something you are willing and allowed to
share before sending it to us.
3. Tell other CCCC churches about this resource!
That’s it! We hope this resource is a blessing to you and
your church. Please let us know if you have any questions
or need help by emailing:
ccccresourcesharing@gmail.com .

To read the entire WECF newsletter, Our
Congregational World, go to:
ccccusa.com/FORESEE/2018/06/wecf-2
PLEASE CONTACT CONFERENCE MINSTER RON
HAMILTON IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND
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GOD IS GROWING HIS CHURCH IN
GARDNER, MA

MUCH TO CELEBRATE

Mission of Grace Church,
formerly Mission Street
Congregational Church,
began a new chapter
on February 3rd when it
relocated to newly renovated buildings, having
outgrown its former
one. David Bodanza, who has pastored the church since
2013, indicates “this has been a long time in the making,
and we are thrilled to celebrate with the CCCC what God
has done here ...” Renovations include the installation of an
elevator, children’s classrooms and multimedia presentation system including projection and sound.
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MATT MILLIGAN, CCCC PRESIDENT

The Board of Directors met in Orlando on
February 4-6. This Board works exceptionally well together and it was a delight
to serve alongside men and women that
are united in passion for seeing Christ
glorified through healthy disciple-making
churches in every community of this conference. There was
much to celebrate in the progress that has been made in
equipping our local churches for their God-given ministries.

The staff reported on new Community Pastors groups
forming, financial health resources being made available
across the conference, and progress toward implementing Turning Point initiative tools for churches. Additionally,
leadership teams for Church Multiplication and supervising
Rev. Dr. R. Gary Heikkila, who pastored the church for coaches for Church Development have been formed.
35 years until his retirement in 1997, delivered the mesThe Financial situation of the conference was a joy to dissage along with Rev. Terry Shanahan of the CCCC at
cuss, as the Board celebrated the increased revenue in
the February 24th dedication service. “It’s the miracle on
2018 and the growing support of our churches. A gift from
Pleasant Street,” said Dr. Heikkila. “I believe that this church
a widow’s estate in January was also voted by the Board
will explode with fruitful ministry in the months to come.
to be used to pay off the remainder of the internal debt that
This is an answer to many prayers.” Long time parishioners
we have been paying back. Praise God! The timing of our
Claude Bourgeois and Walter Mikas agreed. “... a wonderadditional financial freedom is perfect for where we sit in
ful opportunity for both the church and the community. A
moving forward the mission opportunities that have been
beautiful building is preserved as a church, and the church
developing over the last several years.
has a great opportunity to grow and serve more people,”
These developments and many more will be celebrated
added area Pastor David Tralongo.
and communicated in more detail at this summer’s Annual
The church began in 1894 and has been at 15 Mission
Gathering in St. Paul. The AG Committee has been workStreet in Gardner since 1914. Nicknamed the “little church
ing hard to make sure we will have a great Gathering and
around the corner,” Pastor Bodanza said that the church
see what the Lord is doing among this amazing conferhas come to be known as a church with a big heart. Pastor
ence. Blessings to you all!
Bodanza observes, “The people of this church are a very
friendly, down to earth group of people who want to serve
2019 ANNUAL GATHERING WORKSHOP
Jesus Christ together. I am thankful for what God has done
PROPOSALS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
and excited about what God will do in us and through us
If you or someone you know has some keys to share with
as we grow and seek to be faithful to him.”
our 2019 CCCC Annual Gathering, then why not offer
The CCCC Cornerstone Corps assisted in the purchase
a workshop to share what God has taught you? Go to:
of the sound and AV system for the new facility. This will
www.ccccusa.com/ag/workshops for more information
help the church to maximize the use of its new facility. The
and to download an application.
church has been a member of the CCCC since 1970.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:
March 15, 2019.
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AROUND THE WORLD
PASTOR RON DAZELL
EVANGELICAL BIBLE
CHURCH
DICKINSON, ND

MISSIONAL FOCUS IN A LOCAL CHURCH

Our church was busting at the seams ten years ago. We began planning a building
project which involved purchasing land and doubling our square footage. Good business
sense suggested we direct all available funding into our building project, but instead we
first made a shift in our approach to missions. We multiplied our missions budget dramatically and intentionally narrowed our focus to a smaller number of foreign missionaries
in whom we could invest relationally. We chose to tithe ten percent of all offerings to our
missions budget and add to that a monthly missions offering.
As a church, we no longer give a small amount to a large number of missionaries.
Instead, we invest heavily into a few. Anybody can write a check,
but it takes real commitment to come alongside a missionary family
relationally.
I have traveled to New Hope Uganda six times in the past four
years to provide pastoral care for our missionary families, and God
has even blessed me with an opportunity to teach pastors in rural
Uganda. Our church has also sent teams to do significant home
repairs and building projects for our missionaries, and we have
begun assisting them with housing when they return for furlough.
Foreign missions can be lonely and exhausting work. Missionaries
are often misunderstood and neglected. Our church works hard
to understand their unique situations and share their burdens in a
tangible way.
This missions approach has also benefited our church at home.
Our congregation enjoys increased awareness of our missionary
families. They actually know our missionaries. As a result, I have
seen our people develop greater compassion, deeper passion,
and more vigorous pursuit of the Great Commission at home and
around the world. We all have a part to play in Kingdom work, and
we need everybody to be in the game.
I thank the CCCC USA Missions Committee for assisting me with
the Phillips Bequest Fund for my most recent pastoral visit to
Uganda. I pray our local churches will be healthy enough to make maximum impact in
the global gospel work.
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Woodstock, VT

First Congregational Church of Woodstock
(Independent) - Doug Warren

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES

THINGS TO NOTE
2019 RCF PASTORS’
CONFERENCE

Sherman, CT

The Sherman Church * (Lead Pastor)

Torrington, CT

First Congregational Church (Part-time Associate

Boston, MA

Park Street Church * (Senior Pastor)

Hamilton, MA

First Congregational Church *

Peabody, MA

West Congregational Church (Independent)

Shirley, MA

Shirley Christian Fellowship *

West Newbury, MA

West Newbury Congregational Church *

Yarmouth Port, MA

First Congregational Church (NACCC)

Pittston, ME

First Congregational Church of Pittston * (Part-time

Covert, MI

First Congregational Church * (Part-time pastor)

Honor, MI

Honor Congregational Church *

Lansing, MI

Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)

New Haven, MI

First Congregational Church *

Garvin, MN

First Congregational Church * (Part-time)

Glencoe, MN

First Congregational UCC of Glencoe (UCC)

Elon, NC

Bethlehem Christian Church * (Full-time youth pastor)

Glen Ullin, ND

Evangelical Congregational Church *

Mitchell, NE

Federated Church *

Glenville, NY

East Glenville Community Church *

Lakeview, NY

Lakeview Community Church *

Lisle, NY

Center Lisle Congregational Church (UCC)

Vermillion, OH

Vermillion E & R Church * (Part-time music director/

Wellington, OH

United Church of Huntington * (Part-time youth pastor)

Warfordsburg, PA

Whips Cove Church (Independent) (Part-time)

Huron, SD

First Congregational Church *

For more information contact Paul
Wanamaker & Kirk van der Swaagh

Letcher, SD

Letcher Congregational Church/
Loomis Community Church *

Hillsboro, WI

First Congregational Church *

or visit:
www.reformedcongregational.org

Pastor)

Worship Leader)

keyboardist)

This year’s Reformed Congregational
Fellowship Pastors’ Conference takes
up Chapters 26 & 27 of the Savoy
Declaration of Faith: “Of the Church”
and “Of the Communion of Saints.”
Please plan on joining us April 9-11
at the Wonderland Conference
Center, Sharon, MA as papers prepared and presented by colleagues in
ministry provide the stepping off point
for our consideration of this profound
creation of Divine love and mercy.
The Pastors’ Conference is a satisfying opportunity to engage in thoughtful and collegial discussion of matters
important to the spiritual health and
vitality of the church. Plan on going!

* = Conference member
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2019 Annual Gathering
at St Thomas University in St Paul, MN
Tue, July 9 – Fri, July 12, 2018.

(NOTE this is EARLIER in July than we are typically scheduled.)
Watch for REGISTRATION MATERIALS and MORE INFORMATION
Coming to your mailbox and online in MARCH!
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