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RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER
The theme for the 2020 Annual Gathering is “On This Rock” as we focus on 
Christ-centered Congregationalism. This is a fitting theme as we celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of the landing of the Mayflower at Plymouth Rock.
One of the key elements of historic Congregationalism is the use of a church 
covenant to bind people together in shared life and shared mission. The 

Cambridge Platform includes these words…

4 PLATFORM OF ECCLESIASTICAL GOVERNMENT. 
It was certainly so in the days of the apostles. They prepared materials before 
they erected churches. They went from place to place and preached the gospel; 
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and as many as professed to believe the gospel and were baptized, and 
being of a competent number, they formed into a distinct church. But how 
did they form church and how are churches now to be formed? or what is it 
that constitutes a number of visible saints a proper church? I answer, 

A mutual covenant. It is by confederation, that a number of individual 
Christians become a visible church of Christ. A number of professing 
Christians cannot be formed into a church without their freely and mutually 
covenanting to walk together in all the duties and ordinances of the gos-
pel. They may be real and visible saints, while they remain unconnected 
and separate; but they cannot be a proper church, without entering into 
covenant and laying themselves under certain obligations to each other, to 
live and act like Christians.

Far too often, people characterize Congregationalism as a polity that promotes 
the individual rights of members to express their opinions by voting on key 
matters of church life and practice. Congregational voting has its place in our 
form of government. However, mutual accountability is far more important than 
individual rights and opinions. 

Congregational life is far more effective in churches where people are bound togeth-
er in covenant. Members seek the will of God together as they agree “to live and act 
like Christians”. The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus prevail as people seek to 
discern the will of God together. Mutual covenant is a wonderful part of our heritage 
that promotes life together and effective ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.

CM COMMENTS

A professionally printed version of the CCCC yearbook can be 
ordered from Next Step Resources. You can access the order 
page from our website. Go to: www.ccccusa.com and navigate 
to “Print Resources and Publications” under Resources in the 
main menu. The cost is $15 and includes shipping.

In addition, the CCCC Yearbook is available as a PDF that is 
downloadable from the website, also on the “Print Resources 
and Publications” page.

2020 YEARBOOK AVAILABLE MARCH 1
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of plymouth plantation
COMMEMORATING THE 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LANDING OF THE MAYFLOWER

CONFERENCE HISTORY

ALWYN YORK,  
CONFERENCE HISTORIAN
Of Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford 
is the essential book to read about the 
Pilgrims. It tells the story of the beginning 
and early years of the Plymouth colony in 

the words of the man who was its governor for most of 
that time. William Bradford was elected governor of the 
colony in May 1621 after the death of the first governor, 
and was re-elected thirty times. The colonists of New 
Plymouth were blessed to be governed under his ca-
pable leadership, and all future generations have been 
blessed because Governor Bradford was a faithful his-
torian and an eloquent writer. Of Plymouth Plantation 
is one of the great classics of American history. Every 
history of the Pilgrims has relied heavily upon it.
As Congregationalists we call ourselves Pilgrims be-
cause of William Bradford. Writing about their depar-
ture for America from Leiden in Holland, their previous 
home, Bradford comments, “So they left that goodly 
and pleasant city which had been their resting place 
near twelve years; but they knew they were pilgrims, 
[alluding to Hebrews 11:13] and looked not much on 
those things, but lift up their eyes to heaven, their dear-
est country, and quieted their spirits.”

This passage illustrates the spiritual outlook which 
pervades the book. William Bradford speaks to us as 
biblical Congregationalists as our brother in faith. Many 
modern works on the Pilgrims are written by historians 
who do not share or sympathize with Bradford’s out-
look. By reading Of Plymouth Plantation we have the 
opportunity to hear from one of the Mayflower Pilgrims 
directly, rather than viewing them through the lens of 
modern secularism.
Of Plymouth Plantation is not easy reading. It comes 
to us from the era of the King James Bible, and the 
language is of that period. Bradford includes the en-
tire text of numerous letters, which are valuable from a 
historical perspective, but slow down the narrative. The 
letters dealing with the complicated agreements with 
their business partners can be difficult to follow.
Modern editions of the book have tried to improve 
its readability. The current standard edition is that of 
Samuel Eliot Morison. Morison has modernized the 
spelling and punctuation while leaving the language in-
tact. He has also placed many of the letters in appen-
dices for the sake of readability. (Unfortunately several 
valuable letters of Pastor John Robinson get relegated 
to an appendix.) A paraphrase of the book in modern 
English was produced by Harold Paget. This is avail-

PLYMOUTH cont on pg 7
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A QUESTION TO 
PONDER
REV DR RAY 
DELAURIER,  
NORTHCENTRAL 

REGIONAL PASTOR
“Into what kind of church would the 
Father be pleased to draw people to 
experience the fullness of this new 
life?” This is really the foundation-
al question for all churches that are 
healthy and those less so and seeking 
to become healthy. The Father sent 
Jesus to create the church and rightly 
so serves as the Head of the Body, 
the church (Col.1:18). The church be-
longs to Jesus alone as the builder 
(Matt.16:18). Those are two realities 
that drive our Church Multiplication 
and Church Development ministries 
and we will hear more about this at 
our Annual Gathering. Please go! 
These two realities are often lost in 
our modern world, or exist in the fog-
gy bottom of theology somewhere, 
instead of where they should be, di-
rectly in front of our face (Ps.5:8).
These two realities remind us that the 
church is a spiritual organism, built 
on a spiritual foundation, directed 
by ultimate power both spiritual and 
otherwise, and governed by spiritu-
al principles. As such the salvation 

of souls and transferring them into 
Jesus’ kingdom and into the church 
is the main point of Jesus’ mission 
(Lk.19:10). Then what? The loving 
Father, through the Son, by the agen-
cy of the Spirit brings a person to a 
church where they can grow and 
thrive. So again, “Into what kind of 
church would the Father be pleased 
to draw people to experience the full-
ness of this new life?” Is this a ques-
tion that is right before our face, and 
before each face in the congregation? 
Each one plays a vital role in a church 
that the Father would be pleased to 
bring people. The opposite is also 
true. The Father who loves His own 
would not want them involved in oth-
er churches due to harm that would 
come to them. Ultimately it is a per-
spective question isn’t it— God’s per-
spective, or ours in this fallen world? 
The Conference Irreducible Core to 
Love God, Love Others, and Make 
Disciples is the hallmark for a church 
that the Father would be pleased 
to bring people. If we are also peo-
ple at peace implementing Biblical 
Peacemaking with one another, the 
Father will be pleased and the church 
will grow “all by itself,” and be a pow-
erful Body in our communities, that 
He would rightly receive all the glory. 

GRANT 
AWARDED
REV TERRY 
SHANAHAN,  
NORTHEAST 

REGIONAL PASTOR
Greetings to my fellow frozen chosen 
out here in the wintery North. I have 
some warm news for you in this cold 
season. The CCCC has been made 
the beneficiary of a matching grant for 
my travel expenses in the Northeast. 
Given by a foundation that believes 
and supports the CCCC mission in 
New England, the grant will guaran-
tee $7,000.00 toward my expenses 
and will give an additional $5,000.00 
if that amount is matched. 
Over the next year, if you make a do-
nation to the Conference earmarked 
for the Northeast Regional Pastor, 
me, this grant will match those 
funds up to $5,000.00. This is such 
a blessing to the Conference and to 
my ministry. 
All four of the Regional Pastors who 
serve the pastors and churches of 
the Conference are dependent on 
the support of their area churches. I 
encourage you to include giving on a 
regular basis to the Conference and 
to the Regional Pastors ministries. 
I look forward to seeing you on the 
road as we co-labor for the Lord in 
this beautiful place. 

NC REGIONNE REGION
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MUCH TO CELEBRATE
TODD VENMAN, CCCC PRESIDENT
A unifying theme from the Board Meetings was the need for a five-year pro-
jection plan. What will be the trends and needs of the conference in five 
years? How do we plan for these needs and trends? This information as 
gathered, will give us further insight beyond those five years. 

 1 Chronicles 12 tells a story about men who came to David in his time of need. Their 
assets are listed to showcase the help David was receiving. One unique asset is listed in 
verse 32, “from Issachar, men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do.” 
Gathering information and observing trends will largely be accomplished by our newly ap-
pointed Regional Pastors. Hearing the reports from the four Regional Pastors of the past 
six months tells a story of God on the move. The information they reported at our meeting 
was insightful and gives us another layer of connectivity.
The Board moved to establish more stability to these positions. An approved ac-
tion for greater stability was changing the volunteer status of the Mid-East Regional 
Pastor to part-time. Additionally, the Board allocated a portion of the bequest re-
sources to support these positions on a five-year scale with annual decreases to al-
low for the 2% Shared Life Shared Mission Challenge to provide sustainable giving. 
The Stewardship Committee coupled with the Treasurer’s reporting tells the story of 
the 2% Giving challenge taking hold. New churches coming into the conference are 
engaging. Churches who share life with the conference are accepting the challenge. 
We are living in exciting days as we see cutting edge planning and preparation for 
future growth. The current size of our conference is suitable to transition as we care 
for the needs of those who engage in life with us. We are sitting in a front row seat 
to see life giving, kingdom fruitfulness in our Conference. 
Yet I’m also reminded of a passage of scripture in James 4:13-14, “Now listen, you 
who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on 
business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What 
is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” 
All this planning as the Spirit guides reminds me to keep our eyes fixed on Him as the un-
knowns are fully known to Him. So, let’s follow His lead as we say “If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will live and do this or that” James 4:15. 

WE ARE  
SITTING IN A 
FRONT ROW SEAT 
TO SEE  
LIFE GIVING, 
KINGDOM 
FRUITFULNESS  
IN OUR 
CONFERENCE.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE



8941 33rd St North, Lake Elmo, MN 55042   |   651-739-1474   |   homeoffice@ccccusa.com   |   ccccusa.com

[ 6 ] January / February 2020

THINGS TO NOTE
PASTOR’S VISION TRIP TO MALAWI

The CCCC in partnership with World Relief is working 
in Malawi is to enable member pastors and churches to 
engage in supporting an “empowerment zone”— holistic 
ministries aimed at changing lives, ending the cycle of suf-
fering, and building sustainable communities that begin 
with, and center around, the local church. To learn more 
about the partnership, go to the website below.

http://www.y-malawi.org/CCCC/.
Leaders of the Y-Malawi project are planning a vision trip 
for CCCC pastors for June 15 – 27, 2020. This is an oppor-
tunity for supporting pastors, as well as interested pastors, 
to see first-hand the ministry in Malawi and to share life 
with people in that land through shared relationships, mu-
tual prayer and ministry activity.  
For more information, contact Larry Hall at larryhall@y-ma-
lawi.org and visit https://www.purecharity.com/junetrip.

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY CLASS  
The Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference Credentials 
Committee, Rev. Dr. David McKinley 
and Rev. Dr. Drake Williams wel-
come pastors and lay leaders to join 
us for a week long intensive class on 
Systematic Theology.
The class will explore all major top-
ics in Systematic Theology. Alongside 
the Bible, Millard Erickson’s Christian 
Theology, 3rd Edition, will be the main 
textbook of the class. During the class, 
students will read through selected por-

tions of most of this book, write several reflection papers, 
and also complete a final paper.
Our instructor is TJ Marinello, Professor of Systematic 
and Historical Theology at Tyndale Theological Seminary 
in Badhoevedorp, the Netherlands, where he has been a 
missionary professor for the past twenty years.
When: 27 April – 1 May 2020
Where: Central Schwenkfelder Church-Lansdale, PA
Cost: $940 (tuition, text and lodging)
Register: Email: register@cscfamily.org Partial scholar-
ships may be available. DEADLINE: MARCH 15.
This class will fulfill the Systematic Theology requirement 
necessary for licensure in the Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference. 

SEEKING HIS FACE. SEEKING HIS KINGDOM
Invite your whole congregation to pray along with you. Even better, think about joining your 
prayers with a few other churches in your community.
The forty days to Palm Sunday makes an ideal time to venture into a season of sustained, hope-
filled prayer. Seeking God for the City is a prayer tool dated February 26 – April 5, 2020.
WayMakers mobilization ministry is happy to offer a complimentary review copy to 
leaders in recognized positions of pastoral or prayer leadership for a limited time.  

Call us now at 800-264-5214 or 512-419-7729 or go to https://waymakers.org/pray/seek-
god/ for more information.
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able as an e-book or paperback from several publish-
ers. For the sake of readability and comprehension it 
might be best to approach Bradford in this form.
In honor of the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower 
a new scholarly edition of Bradford’s history is in the 
works, sponsored by the New England Historical 
Genealogical Society and the Colonial Society of New 
England. There will be a digital, newly annotated, fully 
searchable transcription of the text available online as 
well as a print version. These are planned to be avail-
able in September of this year.

CCCC 
PLYMOUTH cont from pg 3

2020 ANNUAL GATHERING WORKSHOP 
PROPOSALS NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Share with our 2020 CCCC Annual Gathering regarding 
our theme: “On This Rock” relating  to Christ-centered 
Congregationalism and healthy churches putting those 
principles in practice during a workshop/seminar ses-
sion. 

Go to: www.ccccusa.com/ag/workshops for more infor-
mation and to download an application.

DEADLINE FOR  
SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:  

March 31, 2020.

PASTORAL CHANGES
Woodbury, MN Woodbury Community Church* 
 TJ Turner*

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Collinsville, CT Christ’s Community Church*
Parkersburg, IA  First Congregational Church* 
 (Lead & Shepherding Pastor)
Boston, MA Park Street Church* (Senior Pastor)
Hamilton, MA First Congregational Church*
Holden, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Kingston, MA Mayflower Church*
Middleborough, MA First Congregational Church*
Peabody, MA West Congregational Church (Ind)
Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
West Newbury, MA West Newbury Congregational*
Yarmouth Port, MA First Congregational Church (NACCC)
Pittston, ME First Congregational*
 (Part-time Worship Leader)
Bloomingdale, MI Bloomingdale Christian Church   
 (Independent)
Honor, MI Honor Congregational Church*
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)
New Haven, MI First Congregational Church*
Aurora, MN Palo Congregational Church*
Glencoe, MN First Congregational UCC 
Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational Church*
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish (Independent)
Mitchell, NE Federated Church 
Colebrook, NH Monadnock Congregational (UCC)
Peterborough, NH Monadnock Congregational Church*
Glenville, NY East Glenville Community Church *
Jamestown, NY Fluvanna Community Church *
Kennedy, NY Clarks Corners Community Church*
Lakeview, NY Lakeview Community Church *
Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational (UCC)
Navarre, OH Stanwood Community Church  
 (Independent)
Wellington, OH United Church of Huntington* 
Stowe, PA St. Paul’s Church *
Warfordsburg, PA Whips Cove Church  
 (Independent) (Part-time)
Huron, SD First Congregational Church*
Loomis, SD Loomis Community Church*
Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church*
Scotland, SD Scotland Community Church*
Tripp, SD Friedens Reformed Church (EA)
Jericho, VT Jericho Congregational Church*  
 (Pastor of Youth Ministry)

* = Conference member   |   += In Process

WATCH FOR 
2020 ANNUAL GATHERING  

REGISTRATION 
 INFORMATION  

COMING IN MARCH

On this
ROCK
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