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racial reconciliation
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

The CCCC office is located a few miles from the epicenter of turmoil and 
conflict stemming from the tragic death of George Floyd during an arrest 
in Minneapolis.  This heartbreaking situation leads me to restate the CCCC 
position paper on Racial Reconciliation, including these words:

The need for worldwide racial reconciliation is great. The sins of prejudice, 
bigotry, racism and ethnocentrism in all their sinful manifestations exist both 
individually and institutionally. The lethal combination of prejudice plus power 
creates racial discrimination in all its depravity. The solution is found only in 
the atoning death of Jesus Christ and His Church, whom He calls to be am-
bassadors of reconciliation in the world (II Corinthians 5:15-21; Galatians 3:28). 
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Consider these things in response to this tragedy.

•	CONFESS – Sins of prejudice and racism are a part of our fallen nature.  We all 
need God’s help in addressing these sins.  Jesus said, “First take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye (Matthew 7:5).”  As we humbly seek God’s grace, the Holy Spirit will identify and 
convict us of the sins that we harbor.  God’s power and grace will help us overcome 
these sins.

•	PRAY – Respond to the cries of justice by turning to the Lord and asking Him to 
work in mighty ways in this situation.  Pray for the peace of Christ to rule and reign 
in the hearts of believers.  Pray for our pastors and churches as they respond to the 
crisis.  Pray for the peace of the city (Minneapolis-St. Paul) and all regions affected 
by this crisis. 

•	PURSUE RECONCILIATION – We are people of the Gospel called to be agents of 
reconciliation.  Believers understand and have experienced this work of God.  “All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).”  God calls us to speak words of grace and build 
relationships of love across racial boundaries.   Believers can lead the way in these 
things.  These powerful steps can and will make a difference in a broken world.

CM COMMENTS

AS THEY REOPEN
Here are a few resources available for pastors and 
churches during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The National Association of Evangelicals has devel-
oped this web page to help pastors and churches 
deal with the effects of the pandemic and now the 
issues regarding reopening.
https://www.reopeningthechurch.com/

Also, see “Thoughts on Reopening” in the FORESEE 
UpDate: https://conta.cc/3hEbjuI 

Guidance for faith communities is available at the 
Center for Disease Control site.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
php/faith-based.html

RESOURCES TO HELP CHURCHES

BELIEVERS 
CAN LEAD THE 
WAY ...  THESE 

POWERFUL 
STEPS CAN AND 

WILL MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
IN A BROKEN 

WORLD.

RESOURCE SHARING
As you search for resources, don’t overlook the 
CCCC Resource Sharing Dropbox. This is a re-
pository where you can access already created re-
sources available to CCCC members to use for free. 
It is also a place where you can upload materials you 
have created that others might employ.
Newly added to the CCCC dropbox is a “Faith on 
Facebook Toolkit” created by Shea Fitzgibbons of 
Hope Community Church in Newburyport, MA.
The CCCC Resource Sharing Dropbox continues to 
grow. It is full of many great FREE resources available 
to CCCC members and member churches, all of which 
you can download and adapt to your particular needs.
A updated video to instruct you about joining and 
using the Dropbox has recently been posted on 
the website under the Resources tab. Go to: www.
ccccusa.com/resources/resource-sharing/. 
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serving response
ONE CHURCH’S STORY OF REACHING OUT TO SERVE AND BEING SERVED

AROUND THE CONFERENCE

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY IN REVERE, MA
The line stretched out the door, around the corner and reached all the way down to the next block!  People from Revere 
and the Boston area were streaming through the front door, and our church food pantry was overwhelmed.  The 
COVID-19 pandemic has affected the economy of so many in our area, leaving them without jobs and provision of food.  
Our food pantry director, Wendy Baur said afterwards, 

“This was a night like we’ve never seen.  Ever.  Normally this time of year we have around 40-60 fam-
ilies, maybe 5-10 new people.  We had 321 people and 296 of them were NEW!  Keep praying, the 
volunteers are shell shocked!”  

It was the first time in our food pantry’s 37 year history that we had to turn people away because we were out of food.  
The following week, we had 345 new visitors, and the Boston’s WCVB news station (see the link to the story on page 
7) was there to report on the gravity of the situation.  Our food supply was running critically low, and we were not sure 
if we would have enough food for next week. How would we keep our doors open? We sought the Lord and prayed to 
him for provision.   
The Lord answered our prayers in three significant ways.  
First, people began to offer donations and volunteered to help.  We received donations from community organizations, 
businesses, and individuals from our city and region.  Someone even offered his box truck to pick up more food for us 
at the local food bank a few times a week! 
Second, the city of Revere rallied around our food pantry and offered their resources to us.  Our church building was 
becoming inadequate to safely care for all of the people coming each week.  We needed a new location that could allow 
for social distancing and for curbside pickup.  The mayor and city counselors went into action and offered us the gym at 
a local middle school, and offered us city workers and help with food deliveries throughout the week!  Through the years 
our church has always sought to find new and creative ways to serve the city and share the gospel in word and deed.  
When our time of need came, our city responded in a wonderful way.  As one city counselor said to us “Thank you for all 

RESPONSE cont on pg 7
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE ANNUAL  
BUSINESS MEETING
REV TODD VENMAN, CONFERENCE PRESIDENT
In light of the pandemic the Board of Directors postponed our Annual Gathering. We 
are planning to utilize the same location, theme and plans but move them to July of 
2021. Many unknown variables, churches with possible budgetary concerns, travel 
concerns and many delegates with underlying health concerns were some factors that 
led us to that decision. We want our member churches and credentialed workers to 
be kept informed and weigh in on the annual matters of the conference. Our structure 
counts on delegates to conduct the business of the conference.
So, the Board of Directors is preparing to hold our Annual Business Meeting, 
on July 18th at 2:00pm EST, utilizing an online platform. The plan is to keep our 
operating procedures as traditional as possible.  Delegates will register, reports will be 
available and the essential business of the conference will be carried out. The major 
change is we will be hosting this meeting online instead of in person. 
We trust you will mark your calendars and plan to be with us. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The ZOOM video conferencing platform will be used for the business meeting.  This 
requires the following: 

•	 reliable high-speed internet and, 
•	 if possible, a webcam

•	downloading the ZOOM software. 

Please note the following procedure that will be in place for this year’s meeting:

1. CCCC members are asked to register for the meeting by sending an email to: 
2020businessmtg@ccccusa.com after July 1. A reminder email will be sent to 
notify members to register.

2. Access information for logging in to the meeting and instructions on where to 
access ZOOM will be sent to everyone who registers.  

3. A delegate designation form has been mailed to member churches. This form 
can be returned via USPS mail or emailed to: homeoffice@ccccusa.com.   

Some of our members are planning  to gather in common places to share the meeting 
together. You are encouraged to participate if such an option is possible.
Thank your for your participation as we work to serve the Lord and faithfully conduct the 
affairs of our Conference in these unprecedented times.

THINGS TO NOTE
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CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

BRYAN LONG APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF 
CHURCH MULTIPLICATION
It is a joy to announce the appointment of Bryan Long as the Director 
of Church Multiplication.  He has served as the chair of the Church 
Multiplication Committee for the past three years.  Bryan has been an 
integral part of the development of the current church multiplication work 
of the CCCC as the Nineveh Network.  He will work closely with the min-
istry staff of the Conference to develop the CCCC Way of Life.
Bryan shares this in response to the appointment.

It is my honor to be ap-
pointed as the next Direc-
tor of Church Multiplication 
for the CCCC. Eight years 
ago, I attended the first 
church planting gathering 
in Los Angeles called the 
Nineveh Project. It was 

there I met Ron Hamilton and Rob O’Neal and was 
introduced to your way of life. I never looked back! 
Since then, I planted a church with the CCCC, served 
on the Church Multiplication Committee and eventual-
ly chaired the team. I am excited to carry on the work 
Rob has done and continue to bring vision and direc-
tion to the conference.

Bryan graduated from Eastern University and Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary.  He is an Ordained Minister in the CCCC and 
currently serves as the Teaching Pastor of the Randall Church in 
Buffalo, New York.  He has previously served as the Youth Pastor at 
the Free Christian Church in Andover, MA and the planting pastor of 
the Agora Community in Rochester, NY.   Bryan is married to Molly and 
they have three children, Mia, Micah and Rudy.
We also want to thank Rob O’Neal for his ministry in Church 
Multiplication. Rob resigned from this position to begin a new venture 
in ministry as the Senior Pastor of Valley Community Baptist Church in 
Avon, CT on June 1st. Rob says, 

“Thank you for the opportunity to fill this role. It has 
been a joy to plant churches, build teams, and cheer 
for our planters. I’ve enjoyed working closely with 
you and seeing the Conference thrive. God bless the 
CCCC in the next season.”

CONFERENCE CARE

PRESSURES PASTORS 
ARE FACING 
PETER WOOD, DIRECTOR OF 
CONFERENCE CARE
A blog posting by John Dobbs has 

been circulating through the Internet about 
“The Coming Pastoral Crash.” (https://john-
dobbs.com/the-coming-pastoral-crash/ ) It is 
an excellent article that speaks to many real 
pressures that pastors are facing in this time of 
quarantine. I have been in contact with many 
pastors who are deep in depression and feel 
they are failing.
The limitations of not being able to see peo-
ple face to face are draining even in the age 
of ZOOM. There is no touch, no real intima-
cy. With a live congregation you can see how 
the message is coming across; a camera only 
stares at you. Trying to minister through tech-
nology is new, different, and inadequate. Add 
to this the financial pressures that a church 
may be going through or the pastor’s own 
family if a spouse may be furloughed or for 
the bi-vocational pastor if they are furloughed. 
The pressures are huge not to mention the 
dawning pressures of when and how to safely 
“open up.”
What are we to do? First and foremost, pray 
for our pastors, pray for your pastor. Too many 
pastors already suffered under the false be-
lief that they should never express weakness 
or doubt and too many congregations expect 
that as well. Pray for them! 
Second, fellow pastors reach out to each oth-
er. Look out for each other and remember 
you can only give out what the Holy Spirit is 
pouring into your heart so take special care of 
yourself. Take that extra time!
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With our nation sheltering at home, peo-
ple have had a lot of time to watch videos. I 
would like to call attention to two video pre-
sentations that I have found helpful in learning 

about the Pilgrims. One is a documentary and the other is 
a docudrama that portrays the Pilgrims’ voyage across the 
Atlantic and first days in America.
The documentary comes from PBS and was part of their 
“American Experience” series. The Pilgrims was writ-
ten and directed by Ric Burns (the brother of Ken Burns) 
and came out in 2015. The program focuses on William 
Bradford, governor of 
the Plymouth Colony. 
Actor Roger Rees por-
trays Bradford as an el-
derly man as he is writing 
his memoir Of Plymouth 
Plantation. I found Rees’s 
dramatic reading of mem-
orable passages from 
Of Plymouth Plantation 
to be a particularly pow-
erful part of the film. The 
first half of the film gives 
the background of the Pilgrims, explaining their religious 
convictions and their reasons for transplanting their con-
gregation first to Holland and then to America. Bradford’s 
biography is given in this part. The second half deals with 
the hardships they faced after their arrival, and their com-
plicated relationships with the Native American people. 
Various historians assess the actions and impact of the 
Pilgrims. Some are sympathetic, others less so. The an-
ger felt by contemporary Native American people toward 
them is expressed. The film was produced in cooperation 
with the Plimoth Plantation living history museum. Scenes 
of the colony were filmed there, with re-enactors from the 
museum portraying the Pilgrims.
The docudrama I would recommend is Saints and 
Strangers. It was released in 2016 and was broadcast on 

the National Geographic Channel. The title refers to the 
mixed character of the Plymouth Colony. One aspect of 
this colony that many people are not aware of is that only 
about half of the colonists (the “saints”) were members of 
the Separatist congregation. The remainder (the “strang-
ers”) were sent by the financial backers of the Pilgrims 
and did not necessarily share their beliefs. One recurring 
theme in the film is the tension between these two groups.
The producers of this film set out to make the most his-
torically accurate portrayal of the Pilgrims that has ever 
been done. The series faithfully follows the narrative of the 

early days of Plymouth 
found in the contempo-
rary accounts we have 
from Edward Winslow 
and William Bradford. 
Everything seen in this 
series comes from either 
Winslow’s Good Newes 
from New England, 
Bradford’s Of Plymouth 
Plantation or Mourt’s 
Relation (believed to be 
the work of Bradford and 

Winslow). One unique feature of this production that con-
tributes a sense of authenticity is that the Native American 
characters do not speak English. Instead they speak 
Abenaki, a Native American language related to what the 
Indians of the area spoke, with the interpretation given in 
subtitles. Not everything in this series is inspiring to watch. 
Besides the Pilgrim’s faith and heroic struggle for survival 
we see the brutal hardships they endured, tensions within 
the colony, conflict with some of their Indian neighbors, 
and scenes of shocking violence. We see the Pilgrims as 
they really were, sincere and devoted people of faith strug-
gling to survive in extreme conditions, sometimes reveal-
ing their human fallibility and sinfulness.

CCCC HISTORY

VIDEO RESOURCES ON THE PILGRIMS 
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN
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CCCC NEWS
RESPONSE cont from pg 3PASTORAL CHANGES

Hamilton, MA First Congregational Church*  
 - Jeremy McKeen
West Newbury, MA West Newbury Congregational*  
 -Emmanuel (Manny) Cumplido
PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Collinsville, CT Christ’s Community Church*
Colchester, CT Christian Life Chapel (ECFA) (Part-time)

Parkersburg, IA  First Congregational Church* 
 (Shepherding Pastor)
Holden, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Kingston, MA Mayflower Church*
Middleborough, MA First Congregational Church*
Middleborough, MA Rock Village Church (ABC)
Middleton, MA Middleton Congregational (Independent)
Peabody, MA West Congregational Church (Ind)
Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)

Bloomingdale, MI Bloomingdale Christian Church   
 (Independent)

Honor, MI Honor Congregational Church*
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)
New Haven, MI First Congregational Church*
Glencoe, MN First Congregational UCC 
Nevada, MO First Christian Church (Independent)

Buelah, ND Beulah Congregational Church*
Dickinson, ND Evangelical Bible Church*  
 (Associate Pastor)

Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational Church*
Kulm, ND First Congregational Church*
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish (Independent)
Colebrook, NH Monadnock Congregational (UCC)
Peterborough, NH Monadnock Congregational Church*
Lakeview, NY Lakeview Community Church *
Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational (UCC)

Richford, NY Richford Congregational Church   
 (Independent) (Part-time)
Huntsburg, OH Huntsburg Congregational Church* 
Navarre, OH Stanwood Community Church  
 (Independent) 
McClure, PA Mt Bethel Church*
Soudertown, PA Immanuel Leidy’s Church (Independent)
Stowe, PA St. Paul’s Church *
Warfordsburg, PA Whips Cove Church  
 (Independent) (Part-time)

Huron, SD First Congregational Church*
Loomis, SD Loomis Community Church*
Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church*
Scotland, SD Scotland Community Church*
Jericho, VT Jericho Congregational Church*  
 (Pastor of Youth Ministry)
* = Conference member   |   += In Process

you do!  Your service and kindness over the decades show 
the wonderful character traits you possess.”   
Third, the body of Christ began to respond in ways we did 
not expect.  When I expressed our need to other churches 
in the CCCC, they began to support our food pantry finan-
cially. Then we received a call from Park Street Church.
Park Street Church has partnered with us for many years 
in our evangelistic outreach “Reach The Beach” in Revere, 
and that support and fellowship has nurtured a great re-
lationship.  Now, they were calling because they wanted 
to help local CCCC churches, and heard about the need 
of our Food Pantry.  They offered us support; sending us 
financial support and putting our food pantry on their web-
site as place where members or Park Street could come 
and volunteer throughout the week.  We were absolutely 
blown away when we received this call.  This was a much 
larger church calling us to offer what they can in a time of 
great need.  What an example of love and generosity within 
the body of Christ!  
Since that time, other CCCC churches have also contact-
ed us, and offered support as well.  This has been the 
most encouraging news for us.  In a moment of crisis and 
concern for so many, the local church has come together 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those who need pro-
vision and hope.  As so many of us seek to love and serve 
our communities in this time, may we find new and creative 
ways to work together for the sake of the gospel so that the 
world may know that Jesus Christ and Lord.
To see the WCVB news story about the Revere Food 
Pantry go to:
https://www.wcvb.com/article/meals-donated-to-
chelsea-revere-massachusetts-residents-hit-hard-by-
coronavirus-pandemic/32164883?fbclid=IwAR1PF-
FzcYBwrMWH-TSETyOGG-6JUNXOJRyFGLB_
GpDChsJBcwWTvRYbKk4 
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A professionally printed version of the CCCC yearbook can be 
ordered from Next Step Resources. You can access the order 
page from our website. Go to: www.ccccusa.com and navigate 
to “Print Resources and Publications” under Resources in the 
main menu. The cost is $15 and includes shipping.

In addition, the CCCC Yearbook is available as a PDF that can 
be downloaded from the website, also on the “Print Resources 
and Publications” page.

2020 YEARBOOK


