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faith stories
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER
Annual questionnaires will soon be mailed to every member of our Conference. I 
encourage everyone to fill out their questionnaire online or return a hard copy to the 
Home Office as quickly as possible. These questionnaires provide the opportunity 

for us to have the latest information on our membership. They also provide the opportunity for 
every member minister and every member church to affirm their agreement to our Statement of 
Faith and to our belief in Congregational polity. 

One important statement of our belief shares our conviction on how people have a personal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

“We believe that for salvation of lost and sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential.”

This statement flows from the teaching of Jesus in John 3:5-8:
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5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

These words are spoken to a religious leader named Nicodemus. This Pharisee comes to 
Jesus to let him know that he is convinced that Jesus comes from God. In response, Jesus 
turns the conversation from a belief to rebirth. He makes it clear that religion is not the way to 

God. Entrance into the Kingdom of God is given to every person who is 
transformed by the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ.

Many evangelicals believe that there must be more preaching and teach-
ing about sin. The lack of such teaching leads to a soft gospel message 
that does not call people to repentance. I agree with this and encourage 
our pastors and churches to call people to confess their sins to God. But 
a bold gospel also invites people to experience spiritual rebirth through 
the power of God’s Spirit.

One of my greatest joys in ministry came from membership classes in 
which people shared their personal faith stories. We asked every people 
who wanted to join the church to tell our church leadership how they 
came to a personal relationship with Jesus. Some were raised in godly 
families. Others experienced dramatic conversions from lives far from 
God. But, they all experienced something that only God’s Spirit could ac-
complish. They were reborn to spiritual life. This witness of God’s trans-
forming work is found across our fellowship and unites us as members of 
the CCCC and as children of God.
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salvation
We can’t do it ourselves, mess it up, or earn it. Regeneration is the work  
of the Holy Spirit.

ROB O’NEAL,  
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

DO-IT-YOURSELF PROJECT
In the summer of 2014, my basement flooded. Again. After 
installing a sump pump with a battery backup, we thought 
we were safe. However, when the power went out and 
the battery failed, the pump turned off in the middle of the 
night, and the water started rising, slowly and silently cov-
ering the carpet in our basement. 
The next morning the carpet was soaked. We emptied 
the basement, and a contractor came over to inspect the 
mess. His advised us to remove the carpet quickly to dry it 
if we wanted to save it. Otherwise, the carpet would mold.
It was a DIY dream. I decided to do it myself. I pulled out 
a box cutter and carefully cut the carpet along the seam. 
Nearby I kept a floor scraper with a long razor blade handy 
to cut away any glue holding down the carpet pad.
My sons and I rolled up the first strip of carpet, and I start-
ed to back up, barefooted, to take the carpet out to the dry 
garage to be saved. That’s when I stepped backward onto 
the razor blade and severed most of my Achilles’ tendon. 
I ended up in the emergency room that night, in a boot for 

MULTIPLICATION cont on pg 4 DEVELOPMENT cont on pg 4

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
JOHN KIMBALL,  
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

WE CAN’T MESS IT UP! 

Working with people as a pastor, a church planter, and 
with churches in the developmental work of revitalization, 
there always seems to be some angst when it comes to 
witnessing and evangelism. We have an awesome Partner 
in the work (the Holy Spirit), but there is a human element 
to much of this hat falls to us. 

While there are some people who are gifted in evangelism, 
for the rest of us it’s often challenging. So too there is angst 
when it comes to church development because such ef-
forts always include change – and much of it can be dras-
tic. Whether its resistance to the change itself or fear of a 
person’s responses to the change makes little difference.

The CCCC Faith Statement, “We believe that for salvation 
of lost and sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential,” gives me tremendous comfort. Unlike 
so many of the other efforts in the life of the Church, regen-
eration requires nothing from us. It is solely and completely 
the work of the Spirit (John 1:13; John 3:5-8; Ephesians 
2:8-9).  In other words, we can’t mess it up!
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One of the greatest challenges I see in church develop-
ment is helping people to fully rely on the Spirit in such 
matters. For some reason, many parishioners mistakenly 
think the work of the church is up to them. This can trans-
late into pride when things are going well, and into panic 
when ministry just doesn’t seem to be bearing fruit. But the 
reality is that we do indeed have a Partner. While we have 
responsibility in some parts of the Church’s commission, 
the Holy Spirit has responsibility in all of it. We are never 
alone – and there are some things that He does without 
us. If we are faithful to what Jesus calls us to do, we can 
expect the Holy Spirit to show up and do immeasurably 
more than we could have imagined.

20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Ephesians 3:20

MULTIPLICATION DEVELOPMENT

weeks, and in rehab for months. Do-it-yourself didn’t work 
out so well for me.
Do-it-yourself doesn’t work out when it comes to being 
saved either. Contrary to our culture and our own inclina-
tions, we can’t save ourselves. We can’t demand salva-
tion, earn it, or do it ourselves.
To be saved, we need God’s Holy Spirit to be released 
in our lives. The Holy Spirit who has convicted us of our 
sinfulness and need for salvation makes us new. As our 
statement of faith puts it, “We believe that for salvation 
of lost and sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential.”
We packed a lot into that short statement. We said that 
without salvation, we are sinners and are lost. We also 
said that in order to get saved, we need the Holy Spirit. 
We even said that the Holy Spirit has to regenerate us; 
the Spirit makes the old person new. We said that that 
we can’t do it ourselves. We must be made new by the 
Holy Spirit.
Incidentally, the Holy Spirit rarely saves us in isolation. 
The Holy Spirit almost always chooses partners with 
whom to work. People come alongside of us, remind 
us of our need for God, show us the love of God, and 
make the offer of salvation. New churches are particu-
larly eager to have those kinds of conversations. That’s 
one of the reasons why church planting remains the most 
effective evangelistic strategy. Then the Holy Spirit does 
the hard work.
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NE REGION
TERRY SHANAHAN, NE REGIONAL PASTOR

GOOD ENOUGH? 

“We believe that for salvation  
for lost and sinful man, regeneration  

by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential” 

I grew up in a religious tradition that emphasized and encouraged working your way into 
Heaven. If a person was “good enough” they could “earn” salvation and could be as-
sured of Heaven. This became a “belief” for me, and eventually became a crisis of faith 
when I became aware that I could never be “good enough” to gain Heaven. There would 
always be something or someway that I fell short. I wasn’t even able to remain “good” 
from one trip to the confessional to the next one a week later. Even though not knowing 
the Lord Jesus Christ and what He accomplished for me on the Cross, it became clear to 
me that nothing I could do would earn my salvation. Although this was cause for despair 
at the time, I am thankful for that despair which made me open to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit who brings regeneration. 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God un-
less they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born 
again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.”  John 3:5-8

With the pathway closed to my own futile efforts at salvation, the Holy Spirit was able to 
begin a work in me that was truly of Him and not anything that I could accomplish. Through 
the Spirit’s relentless pursuit of this lost soul, He brought me to the firm realization that 
our Lord Jesus Christ made a decision for me on the Cross as He willingly laid down His 
life that I may have new life. Nothing of me or my weak attempts at goodness could have 
earned this, only His unconditional love for me, a lost sinner could accomplish it.

I now know and believe that for salvation for lost and sinful man, regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit is absolutely essential, because I have experienced it firsthand. I am thankful every 
day for the love and grace that He has poured out for me. Yes, even His own blood, which 
paid a price I could never pay.

 

WITH THE 
PATHWAY 
CLOSED TO MY 
OWN FUTILE 
EFFORTS AT 
SALVATION, THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 
WAS ABLE TO 
BEGIN A WORK 
IN ME THAT 
WAS TRULY 
OF HIM AND 
NOT ANYTHING 
THAT I COULD 
ACCOMPLISH.
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AROUND THE WORLD

Not long ago, as I was traveling over 
a major bridge not far from our of-
fice, I saw a girl [in her late teen years] 
sitting on the bridge fence, just mo-
ments away from hurling herself down 
into the canyon. Suddenly a taxi driver 
slammed on his brakes and jumped 
out of his car to pull her back to safe-
ty. Several other drivers also rushed to 
assist him. My heart flew through my 
stomach as I realized what had just 
happened. 
I’ve seen this on television and in mov-
ies, of course. Such sights portrayed in 
the media have always invoked a ter-
rible queasiness. But seeing this first-
hand gave the desperation of hopeless 
young people right here in our capital 
city a very different, profoundly sad 
feeling. In vain I struggled to under-
stand this girl’s near tragedy. Throwing 
one’s life away completely [while still ]in 
the late teens! Giving up on all possi-
bilities that life has to offer! Apparently 
seeing no way out of personal despair, 
family issues, social struggles, voca-
tional dead-ends! 
It was not without much prayerful 
thought that in 2006 we named our 
new mission Hope A--- Ministries/
Way of HOPE. Jesus is our HOPE for 
today! He is our HOPE for all our to-
morrows! He is our HOPE for all eter-
nity! Hope in our Lord and Saviour 
truly does not disappoint, precisely 
because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given us (Romans 5:5). 
This is the message that the program 
leaders, volunteers, and Bible teach-
ers the Lord has brought to us— 

are doing our best, by His grace, to 
share. May the Great Heart-Healer be 
merciful in drawing young people to 
Himself, whom to know aright is life 
eternal (John 17:3). 

SHARING HOPE*
In the season leading up to Easter, 
I prayed, asking God to show me 
someone in need of Christian care. 
That day I saw an elderly man near 
one of our malls asking for money 
from passers-by. So I gave him some 
change and went on my way. The 
next day I saw this same man asking 
for money, and I gave some change 
and went on my way. 

The third day, I asked this papik 
(grandfather) if there was some other 
way I could help? He seemed shy and 
a bit afraid, and said that he would be 
thankful to have some medicine. “Yes 
I can get some medicine,” I replied. 
After bringing medicine, I asked him 
if there was some other way I could 
help? He said, still with a bit of fear 
in his voice, that he would be thankful 

to have some food. “Yes, I can bring 
some food,” I replied. 
... More time has passed, and I have 
successfully been able to prepare 
food secretly at night in our home (my 
parents would not understand why I 
am doing this), and bring it to him. He 
is very thankful and says that I am his 
dusther (daughter), and that he has 
not had home-cooked food like this 
for ten years! 
I told him that I am a believer in the 
Lord Jesus, and that I don’t want 
thanks here on earth, but rather in 
heaven. 
Little by little I have learned more about 
his life. My papik was a doctor for fif-
ty years. He has a daughter ..., and 
grandchildren, but they have no inter-
est in him. They have not contacted 
him for twenty years. I am tempted 
to try and contact them. He does not 
want this, so instead I am pleased to 
help care for him and encourage him 
in our faith. 
He is sure that it was not by accident 
that I walked by him and came back 
to ask about his needs. He says that 
before he didn’t have much interest in 
living, especially after his wife passed 
away, but now he has tasted Christian 
care and has new reasons to live. 
I am sure that God truly answers 
prayer when we ask Him to open 
doors to share. 
*Testimony by A--, a vibrant young 
adult volunteer who faithfully attends 
and assists our ministry.

DR KAARINA HAM, CCCC INTERNATIONAL WORKER, GENERAL DIRECTOR, WAY OF HOPE 

PERSPECTIVES ON HOPE
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CHANGES & OPPORTUNITIES
PASTORAL CHANGES
Berne, PA St Thomas Church
 Dan Luce

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO Hope Congregational Church*
Greeley, CO St Paul’s Congregational   
 Church* 
 (Part-time Associate Pastor)
Salem, CT Congregational Church 
 (Part-time Youth Pastor)
Sherman, CT Sherman Congregational   
 Church*  
 (Part-time Youth Pastor)
Thomaston, CT First Congregational Church
Parkersburg, IA First Congregational Church* 
 (Teaching & Missions Pastor)
Blue Island, IL Evangelical Community Church*
Peoria Heights, IL Peoria Heights Congregational*
Peru, IL First Congregational Church
Boxford, MA First Church of Boxford* 
 (Minister to Youth and Family)
Georgetown, MA Byfield Parish (UCC)
Heath, MA Union Evangelical Church of 
 Heath (Part-time)
Wilmington, MA Wilmington Congregational Church 
 (E Free)
KIttery Point, ME First Christian Church* (Part-time)
Hollandale, MN Hollandale Congregational Church* 
 (Part-time)
Shorewood, MN Minnewashta Community   
 Church*
Mitchell, NE Federated Church*
Goffstown, NH Congregational Church of  
 Goffstown*
Lakeview, NY Lakeview Community Church*
Marietta, OH St Paul’s Evangelical Church (EA)
Vermillion, OH Vermillion E&R Church* 
 (Part-time music director/ 
 keyboardist)
Wellington, OH United Church of Huntington*
Chicora, PA St Paul’s Community Church* 
Chepachet, RI Chepachet Union Church
Chesapeake, VA Rosemont Christian Church*
Suffolk, VA Cyprus Chapel Christian 
 Church*
Wilton, WI Faith Congregational Church*

* = Conference member 
+ = In process
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ALVIN HELMS, PASTOR CARLSBAD 
COMMUNITY CHURCH, CARLSBAD, CA

THE PERFECT BIBLE READING 
PLAN FOR YOU

I know. “Perfect” may be a bit of an overstatement.  However, 
I want to challenge you to consider reading the Bible all the 
way through beginning in 2017. One of the best reading 
plans I have used is a booklet called, A Light Unto My Path: 
An Approach to Daily Bible Reading by 
George Allen.
There are several reasons that I think 
you would really benefit from using this 
plan to read through the entire Bible in 
a three-year period.

1. It is a very doable plan. Each 
day’s reading consists of one or 
two chapters of the Bible. The 
readings require a modest and steady commitment 
which can be paired with daily prayer to promote 
a balanced devotional life for individuals, couples 
and families.

2. It is a long-term lifestyle change. The goal is to 
make Bible reading a part of your every day life.  
You will no doubt miss a day or more from time to 
time which is completely normal.  You can just start 
again on the date for the day when you return to 
the reading schedule.

3.  It will very likely change your life. Steady exposure 
to God’s Word will change your life!  This simple 
Bible reading plan has been used to bring spiritual 
growth and renewal to many churches and individ-
uals over the years. 

So plan now to begin this Bible Reading Challenge in 2017.  
You can join me and many others who have come to love 
this balanced approach to daily Bible reading. 
“The vigor of our spiritual life will be in exact proportion to 

the place held by the Bible in our life and thoughts.” 
—George Muller

To order copies of A Light Unto My Path go to nsresources.com
Excerpt from Pastor Alvin’s blog: To read the complete blog post 
go to: www. http://carlsbadcommunitychurch.com/content.
cfm?id=151&blog_id=10.
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A Light Unto My Path
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The author, Reverend George Allen is a native 
New Englander transplanted to the state of 
Washington, where after ten years as a liberal 
pastor, he was led to a personal relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has served for fifty years in a variety 
of ministries— newly developed irrigated 
farm country, campus ministry at a state 

university, a blue-collar hard-hat community, an established 
historic town full of academicians, civil servants and retired 
military, and an island community largely composed of retirees. 

In each situation the peoples’ need has been the same— an 
encounter with the living God, which begins with an encounter 
with His written word in the Bible. Raised in a theologically 
liberal denomination, George has come to see that most of the 
ineffectiveness of the modern American church can be traced to a 
lack of knowledge and understanding of the Bible.  

NextStep Resources
7890 12th Avenue South  
Minneapolis, MN 55425

www.nsresources.com
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lack of knowledge and understanding of the Bible.  

NextStep Resources

7890 12th Avenue South  

Minneapolis, MN 55425

www.nsresources.com

CCCC materials available at  nsresources.com
or call:1-800-444-(BOOK)2665


