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RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

Our Conference has been invited to share in the Financial Health Solutions 
program sponsored by the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE). This 

program was developed through a grant from the Lilly Endowment and is now available 
to six denominations which belong to the NAE. The Lilly Endowment foundation has a 
history of resourcing pastors and churches with special needs and has identified that 
most pastors experience significant financial stress in their lives and ministries. NAE 
developed the program to help pastors discover the best financial practices for their 
personal lives and their church ministries.

The program provides assessment surveys for pastors to help them and their church 
identify areas of financial health where they are already doing well, and where there is 
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room for improvement. These assessments are available online and take about 5-7 
minutes to complete. The results of the assessment surveys provide a Financial 
Health Score and help the participant discover best financial practices and valuable 
online resources. All survey responses are confidential.

The program also provides downloadable resources on personal finances, pasto-
ral compensation, church finances, and church generosity. These resources help 
pastors learn best practices in setting financial goals, borrowing, health care, saving 
money or making additional incomes, retirement planning and more. They also help 
churches discover best practices for pastoral compensation and point them to over 
100 practical resources from financial experts on pastor salaries, housing allow-
ance, social security and retirement administration, workplace expenses, insurance 
and more. 

There is also online training available through the program with modules on per-
sonal finances, pastoral compensation and the development of church generos-
ity. These six-month plans are to help to improve financial health. The plans are 
free and allow a pastor and spouse — or a pastor and church leaders — to meet 
once a month and work together on shared goals. The online training courses 
utilize assessment surveys and robust resources, and can be started anytime and 
anywhere.

A CCCC specific website on Financial Health Solutions will be developed in the 
coming months. Until that time, any member of the Conference can access these 
resources at https://naefinancialhealth.org/. 

We will provide more information about this helpful and stimulating program in the 
coming months.
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WORKSHOPS cont on pg 4 EVENTS cont on pg 4

FOCUSED ON PEACEMAKING 
The theme of this year’s Annual Gathering at Gordon 
College in Wenham, MA July 31-Aug 3 is both relevant and 
challenging. Being peacemakers who take the Shalom of 
Christ into the marketplace, our homes and communities 
is one of the significant issues faced by those committed 
to wholeheartedly following the teachings of Scripture. 
Workshop sessions planned for the Annual Gathering fo-
cus on topics that will both enhance understanding of the 
nature of peacemaking and provide practical resources to 
successfully apply peacemaking principles to many of the 
personal, church and cultural issues that we face everyday.
Check out the following topics and be sure to secure your 
reservations to attend the Annual Gathering. Please note 
that online registration for the Annual Gathering will 
close on JUNE 22nd due to the lodging and meal poli-
cies at Gordon College.
WORKSHOP TOPICS AND PRESENTERS 
Wednesday Sessions:

•	Launching an Intercessory Prayer Movement in 
Your Church—John Kimball and Peter Wood

•	Seeking Peace on our Frontlines—Dennis Gill and 
Chris Lake

BREAK-OUT  SESSIONS

annual gathering 2018
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENRICHMENT AND ENCOURAGEMENT

SPECIAL EVENTS

AG SPECIAL EVENTS ENHANCE 
SHARED LIFE AND MINISTRY
We look forward to it every year. The venue and location 
change but the excitement to see friends and colleagues 
who share in the heritage and ministry of the CCCC doesn’t 
diminish. Work and service in Kingdom purposes bring us 
together with shared history and common intent. We have 
stories to tell, shoulders to cry upon and huddles to pray in 
as we gather each summer for shared life and ministry at 
our annual meeting.
The circumstances of our relationships change as new 
places to serve and work are in constant flux, but the fel-
lowship of shared life in Christ that binds us together does 
not. Taking part in the richness of life together in the Body 
of Christ is an annual highlight when you attend the AG.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Chaplains Luncheon

•	Chaplains are invited to attend a luncheon on 
Wednesday, August 1st at noon in the Ken Olsen 
Science Center, Rm 124. 
Contact Steve Gammon, Chairman of the Chaplains 
committee for more information.  
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EVENTSWORKSHOPS

•	A Peaceful Church Revitalization  —Blake Brown
•	The Heart of a Peacemaker: Generosity 

Unleashed—Loring Carpenter
•	Church Planting in the CCCC—Rob O’Neal
•	The Person of Peace: How the Body of Christ can 

Help End Human Trafficking—Sarah Terrel
•	Pastoral Counseling for Marital Peace: 

Foundations for Love and Discipleship— 
William Broughton

•	 Intro to CCCC—Nick Granitsas

Thursday Sessions

•	Conflict, Peace and Biblical Honesty— 
David Green

•	Turning Point Q & A—Peter Wood
•	Peacefully Taking a Church Through Change—

David Eisley
•	Mobilizing Women to Become Disciple-Making 

Forces in Your Church— 
Patti Rosell and Matt Kruse

•	Turning Point Q & A—Peter Wood
•	Raising Financial Support for Church Planting—

Steve Johnson
•	Peacemaking and Reconciliation Through Quality, 

Christ-Centered Education—Naomi Woodmansee
•	“When Peace Like a River Attendeth Our Souls”—

Steve Weibley

•	Becoming Instruments of God’s Peace in 
Christian Community—Dick Grillo

•	A Women’s Tea will be hosted by the Women’s 
Ministry of the Hamilton Congregational Church in 
Hamilton, MA on Thursday afternoon, August 2nd 
at 3:45pm. Women are invited to a fun, informal fel-
lowship time to relax, get better acquainted and visit 
with one another. Transportation to this off-campus 
location will be provided. Contact Shirley Dubeau, 
Chair of the CCCC Women’s Ministries Committee 
for more information.

•	Additional details regarding alumni association gath-
erings, regional fellowships meetings, children and 
youth activities and other events will be noted in the 
announcements in the general sessions.

REFORMED CONGREGATIONAL 
FELLOWSHIP UPDATE
by Paul Wanamaker & Kirk van der Swaagh
Once again we’re thankful for the opportunity we 
had to come together at the 2018 RCF Pastors’ 
Conference this past April. The topic of discus-
sion was Chapter 25 of the Savoy, “Of Marriage.” 
Presentations were made by David Vickers, Ross 
McDonald, James LaBelle, William Broughton, 
Steven Weibley, and David Green.
Audio and written versions of the presentations are 
available for listening to and/or downloading at the 
RCF website:
www.reformedcongregational.org
Lord willing, the 2019 Conference will be held April 
9th - 11th and we will examine chapter 26 of the 
Savoy, “Of the Church.”  
Be sure to mark your calendars!
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FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION NEWS

NAE PRAY TOGETHER SUNDAY

Sponsored by the National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE), Pray Together Sunday is a simple opportunity for 
churches to join with other churches across the country 
asking God for spiritual renewal. Together we will lift our 
voices on behalf of our communities and nation. Members 
and churches of the CCCC are encouraged to participate 
in this prayer effort as we affirm our guiding value of “a cul-
ture of believing prayer and intercession.” 
Additionally, please consider spreading the word about 
Pray Together Sunday with your friends, contacts, and 
in your communities. Churches can register and find re-
sources — including bulletin inserts — for the third annual 
Pray Together Sunday at NAE.net/praytogether. Radio 
spots in English and Spanish will also be available. 
Some ways you can help:

1. Email the link (NAE.net/praytogether) and brief 
description to your churches and contacts. 

2.̀  Share NAE.net/praytogether on your personal 
and/or organizational social media accounts. 

3. Encourage the church you attend to partici-
pate and invite other churches in your town to 
do the same.

(Note: Graphics and other resources are available 
    at when you register to participate.)

Let’s join with churches in worship services across the 
country and across denominational lines on July 8th for a 
time of prayer for spiritual renewal in our communities and 
in our country. We will look forward to what God will do as 
we humble ourselves and pray.

FROM THE WORLD EVANGELICAL 
CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
WECF TRIENNIAL MEETING IN WALES
Rev Philip Swann, Minister at Llanelli Free Evangelical 
Church will be the keynote speaker as the WECF meet-
ing will convene Monday, May 27-Friday, May 31, 
2019 at Hebron Hall Christian Center in Dinas 
Powys, Wales.
Don’t miss this opportunity to share what God is doing in 
your own fellowship and to learn what is happening in the 
rest of the WECF family. 

GATHERINGS 
Members of the WECF will be gathering this summer and 
beyond in locations all around the globe. We support and 
encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ as we pray for 
them while they meet.

•	4 to 6 July— Canada
•	31 July to 3 August— USA

•	 27 to 30 September— South Africa
•	 28 September to 1— New Zealand
•	 October 6— Australia
•	 The Union of Congregational 
Churches in Brazil holds Triennial 
Assemblies - the next Annual Meeting will 

be held January 27 to February 1, 2020.

To read the entire WECF newsletter, Our Congregational 
World, go to ccccusa.com/FORESEE/2018/06/wecf-2
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 AROUND THE WORLD

CHINA TRAVELS*
CONNECTING WITH NEW BELIEVERS AND MINISTRY COLLEAGUES.
We will arrive in Hong Kong on June 11 at the start of our trip through parts of China.  Why 
are we going to China?  We’re encouraged by our leaders to visit every few years to learn 
what’s happening first hand and to connect with new believers and ministry colleagues.
We want to better understand the situation in China so we can (1) reach out to those who 
come to the USA and (2) prepare Returnees to go back and serve the church in China.  We 
went three years ago and a lot has changed since then, including some new restrictions.

In 2016 and 2017, we helped with Returnee 
trainings at the Pittsburgh Chinese Church 
Oakland (PCCO) and we want to connect 
with many of those Returnees to learn how 
we can do a better job of helping future re-
turnees/disciples.  Also, we want to encour-
age and challenge them to keep striving to 
know God more deeply.  Our 2nd goal is 
to connect with Returnee leaders and learn 
from them.  Finally, we’ll see some of the 

seekers from the Happy English Corner and Bilingual Bible Study from 2009-2017 and try 
to connect them with Christians.  
We plan to visit 12 cities so need your prayer to not only use our time wisely, but to make 
sabbath time too.  
Sheryl and Esther return to the USA on July 2 while Corrie and I stay to meet with others.   
On July 20, Corrie will fly to another city in China to teach English and I’ll fly home.  Pray 
for Corrie as she teaches English to Chinese children and learns from more experienced 
Teachers of English to Speakers of other Languages (TESOL)—which she plans to study 
in the fall when she starts college.  Thank God for this opportunity for her to minister, learn 
and be stretched.  On July 29, Corrie will fly home, switching planes in two China cites.  
Pray for her as she travels alone in China.  Thank God she knows enough Chinese lan-
guage and is confident enough to travel by herself.  If you want to hear more about Corrie’s 
ministry and schooling, please go to partnerhub.omf.org/serveCM1

*Excerpt from June 2018 Newsletter, to read the complete article go to:  
ccccusa.com/FORESEE/china-travels 

SCOTT AND SHERYL, 
CONNIE AND 
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Sharon, CT Sharon Congregational Church (Independent) 
 Robert Keay

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO Hope Congregational Church *
Greeley, CO St. Paul’s Congregational Church *  
 (Part-time Associate Pastor)

Salem, CT Congregational Church* 
 (Part-time Youth Pastor)

Sherman, CT Sherman Congregational Church *  
 (Lead Pastor)

Buffalo Center, IA First Congregational Church*
Freeport, IL Zion Church*
Monroe Center, IL Union Church of Monroe Center* (Part-time)

Boston, MA Park Street Church * (Senior Pastor)
Easton, MA Free Evangelical Fellowship (Independent)

Peabody, MA West Congregational Church (Independent)

Salem, MA First Baptist Church (Independent)

Saugus, MA Cliftondale Congregational Church *
Shirley, MA United Church of Shirley*
Pittston, ME First Congregational Church of Pittston (Part-time)

New Haven, MI First Congregational Church *
Elon, NC Bethlehem Christian Church* (Full-time youth pastor)

Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational Church *
Mitchell, NE Federated Church *
Glenville, NY East Glenville Community Church *
Lakeview, NY Lakeview Community Church *
Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational Church (UCC)
Vermillion, OH Vermillion E & R Church *  
 (Part-time music director/keyboardist)

Wellington, OH United Church of Huntington * (Part-time youth pastor)

Xenia, OH Mt. Zion Church *
Warfordsburg, PA Whips Cove Church (Independent) (Part-time)

Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church *
Disputanta, VA Bethlehem Congregational Church* (Part-time)

North Troy, VT First Congregational Church of N Troy (Independent)

Woodstock, VT First Congregational Church (Independent)

Wilton, WI Faith Congregational Church *
* = Conference member 

 CCCC NEWS
THINGS TO NOTE 

The Pre-AG mailing coming soon
The annual mailing of important in-
formation and action items being ad-
dressed at the 2018Annual Gathering 
in Wenham will be mailed at the end 
of June. 
We appreciate your prayerful consid-
eration of these matters and action 
items. Your participation to vote and 
give input is crucial to the healthy func-
tioning of our Conference. Together 
we seek the Lord’s direction in choos-
ing our leaders, stewarding our re-
sources and developing resourc-
es to help and serve one another.  
Thank-you. 
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CCCC 2018 Annual Gathering at  
Gordon College in Wenham, MA July 31 – August 3, 2018.  

ONLINE REGISTRATION CLOSES JUNE 22


