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benefiting from accountability
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

The Regional Pastors are working together on a project to develop a re-
source that will identify the “Top Ten Reasons to Affiliate with the CCCC.” 
This material will serve as a healthy reminder to our current member pastors 
and churches. It will also be used in conversations with pastors and church-
es interested in joining the Conference.

As I review this material, I am struck by the benefit of ACCOUNTABILITY. We live in a 
culture dominated by individualism and self-promotion. “I’ll do it my way!” typifies the 
lifestyle of many around us. However, the Scripture makes it clear that we are to live in 
community with accountability to and for others.
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“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 
by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch your-
selves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks 
they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves.” 
(Galatians 6:1-3)

Godly people have healthy, accountable relationships to encourage 
and guide them. Accountability to members of our family is vital. 
Participation in a local church community with accountable relation-
ships is so important. In the same way, membership in the CCCC 
provides the benefit of accountability.
Member pastors and churches agree to our Statement of Faith and 
a Statement of Polity when they join our fellowship. They are asked 
to reaffirm this commitment each year with the return of the annual 
Ministerial Questionnaires and Church Surveys. Member pastors agree 
to a Code of Ethics for Ministers and member churches agree to a 
Code of Ethics for Churches. These statements remind us that we are 
accountable to God and to other believers as we live our lives and serve 
in Gospel ministry.
The material being developed by the Regional Pastors says, “We are 
more likely to stay true to ‘the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints’ (Jude 1:3, ESV) when we give a body of trusted believers 
permission to hold us accountable.” I have benefited from accountable 
relationships within the CCCC since I joined in 1970. I trust that we will 
continue to develop these relationships between pastors and churches 
as an expression of our devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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WE ARE MORE 
LIKELY TO STAY 
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FAITH THAT WAS 
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GIVE A BODY 
OF TRUSTED 

BELIEVERS 
PERMISSION 
TO HOLD US 

ACCOUNTABLE.

COVID-19 GRANTS
Member ministers who have suffered financial loss due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic are eligible for grants from the CCCC 
through the NAE Financial Health program.  Applicants must 
complete the Bless Your Finances course and complete an 
application at https://naefinancialhealth.org/cccc/.

Contact Peter Wood, Director Of Conference Care, at: 
revpwood@hotmail.com for more information.
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NE REGION

CHOSING THE RIGHT CANDIDATE
TERRY SHANAHAN, NE REGIONAL PASTOR
In this highly charged political season we notice how many things are different 
in this election cycle due to Covid-19. The candidates are not able to be among 
the people in ways they have in the past. There are no handshakes, no kissing 

babies, no large buffet dinners. Most interviews are being held virtually, and much of the 
voting will not be done in person.
It is so within the church as well. Here in New England churches in transition have held 
virtual candidating weekends. Interviews and sermons are happening online. Ordination 
councils have been held through Zoom. Services are live streamed and recorded for later 
viewing. The church has found it necessary to adapt to the current crisis and although it 
has been a challenge, the work of the Kingdom in New England has flourished in these 
times. In terms of transitions and new pastors being called to pulpits, the church has 
stepped up most decidedly and has learned new methods to seek, to interview and to 
call candidates.
This year in fact, despite the pandemic, seven of our CCCC churches in the region have 
called new pastors. In addition twelve of our New England churches are currently in transi-
tion and between pastors. As I write this, six of these churches are narrowing their choices 
to a final candidate. I am confident by year’s end a pastor will be called to each of these six 
pulpits bringing the total of newly called pastors to thirteen in this most challenging of years.
This is more evidence that when we’re in a crisis God shows up in amazing ways. God will 
make a way when there is no other way, and His Kingdom will reign supreme. 

VIDEO RESOURCES FROM THE 
CONFERENCE MINISTER AND NE 
REGIONAL PASTOR
A special video of a message from Conference 
Minister, Ron Hamilton, (based on Romans 8:18-39) 
is available for viewing at https://www.ccccusa.
com/video/. The message can be viewed for en-

couragement, shared on a Sunday morning, or used as a resource for a message by 
a member of the CCCC.
Also posted on our video resource page is a message by NE Regional Pastor, Rev 
Terry Shanahan. 
These resources are to support and strengthen the ministries of CCCC pastors and 
churches as together we serve the Lord in these challenging times.

“ ...WHEN  
WE’RE IN  
A CRISIS,  
GOD  
SHOWS UP  
IN AMAZING 
WAYS.”
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THEOLOGY 604 – MISSIO SEMINARY, CCCC AND THE 
CENTRAL SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
REV. TIM DUBEAU – CCCC MIDEAST REGIONAL PASTOR
Dr. Todd Mangum, Clemens Professor of Missional Theology at Missio Seminary, 
stood before us. In his first live, in person class after 8 months of “Zooming,” he 
enthusiastically began to deliver his lectures in Systematic Theology to about 
15 participants. Our primary text was the Bible and our secondary was Millard 
Erickson’s Systematic Theology (2nd Edition). Dr. Mangum’s enthusiasm for 
the topic was evidenced throughout 24 hours of lectures taught across five 
days. His thoughtful presentation served to undergird the more challenging 
concepts and it brought greater clarity when needed. Some students took the 
opportunity to gain two Masters level credits by reading a minimum of 500 pag-
es in Erickson, attending and actively participating in class and finally by writing 
a 10-25 page ordination styled paper to be graded. Others attended solely for 
purposes of enrichment. 
The students came from all walks of life. Some were solo pastors, some were 
licensed or ordained, some were seeking licensure, some were lay people. 
Several participants already held CCCC credentials. All would affirm that the 
time they spent away from their normal routine was well spent. One pastor came 
from as far away as Iowa, most others haled from New York and Pennsylvania.
We are thankful that Rev. Dr. David McKinley, CCCC Board Member and Sr. 
Pastor at Central Schwenkfelder Church in Lansdale PA, arranged the use of 
his church for the class. We met in a spacious room that was well equipped for 
teaching. In this Covid-19 “culture” tables were arranged for correct social dis-
tancing. Participants wore masks and took precautions when engaging together 
in conversation during breaks. Three people engaged with the class via Zoom.
In addition, we are grateful for Rev. Dr. Drake Williams, member of the CCCC 
Credentials Committee and pastoral staff of Central Schwenkfelder Church, 
who persevered in the planning and implementation of this rescheduled first 
session. Dr. Williams sincerely hopes this endeavor will become a series. 
Working with Rev. Tim Dubeau, CCCC Mideast Regional Pastor, Dr. Williams 
is formulating ideas for upcoming sessions. While too early to state specifics, 
our desire is to build momentum through offering relevant topics benefiting all 
who participate. And to be sure, Dr. Williams will work to ensure that academic 
credit will be available for those who desire it in all future offerings. A special 
treat came on Thursday afternoon when Dr. Williams hosted a class tour to the 
Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center. 
When details of the next session are announced, we strongly encourage your 
participation. You won’t regret having done so.
 

AROUND THE CONFERENCE
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TURNING POINT cont on pg 6

AROUND THE CONFERENCE THINGS TO NOTE

SURGE OF INTEREST IN NC REGION
RAY DELAURIER, NC REGIONAL PASTOR
There has been a surge of interest and recent activity in the 
CCCC in the state of South Dakota in recently. Churches 
from Huron, Scotland, and Parkston were received as 
member churches at the 2019 Annual Gathering in St. 
Paul.  Rev. Michael Hecht from Menno, SD was recently 
appointed as the Area Pastor for South Dakota.  

South Dakota churches 
are rejoicing in the recent 
installation of two pastors! 
On August 16th, Brian Held was 
installed as the new pastor at 
Huron Congregational Church. 
The church had been searching 
for over a year for a pastor and the 
Lord brought Brian to them.  Brian 
has over 20 years’ experience in 
the K-12 School Superintendency 

ministry.  He has recently been involved as a supply pastor 
for churches in the region. The Installation Service was a 
great time of rejoicing for Brian and his family, the church, 
and the community.

On September 13th, Scotland 
Community Church in welcomed 
Pastor Brian Beck from PA to 
be their new pastor. Scotland 
Community Church has also 
been searching for a pastor for 
over a year. Brian has a number 
of years in pastoral church minis-
try and is happy to be ministering 
in Scotland. The installation ser-
vice was a great joy followed by a 

church pot-luck dinner. It was a time of celebration for the 
church, the community, and for Brian.
Area churches and CCCC member pastors are grateful for 
ministry of Ray DeLaurier, North Central Regional Pastor, 
as interest grows throughout the region. Please pray for 
the ministry of the Conference in South Dakota.

MINISTERIAL QUESTIONNAIRES AND 
CHURCH SURVEYS MAILED
The annual Ministerial Questionnaires and Church Surveys 
have been mailed to all Ordained Ministers, Licensed 
Ministers, Commissioned Christian Workers, Conference 
Care members, Lay Preachers and member churches.  
Members and church leaders can return a hard copy of the 
questionnaire or survey via mail to the home office or fill out 
the form online at https://www.ccccusa.com/resourc-
es/applications-forms-2/online-ministerial-ques-
tionnaire/ or https://www.ccccusa.com/resources/
applications-forms-2/annual-church-survey/ .  
We encourage our members to complete the question-
naire as soon as possible. Your assistance to complete this 
information and turn it in to the Home Office by December 
15, 2020 is greatly appreciated.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Our giving through the 3rd quarter of 2020 is $6,939 behind 
the 3rd quarter of 2019.  Giving is historically the strongest 
in the 4th quarter. 
We thank our member ministers for returning their ques-
tionnaires and making their annual contributions. We also 
thank all our member churches for their continued sup-
port and growing participation in the 2% Mission Giving 
Challenge. For more information go to: https://www.
ccccusa.com/2-mission-challenge/.

AMAZON SMILE– 
YOU SHOP. AMAZON GIVES.
Support our Conference by shopping at smile.amazon.com.

•	Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organiza-
tion of your choice.

•	The Amazon Smile Foundation recently surpassed 
$200 million in donations to charities world wide!

Continue generating donations for the CCCC by shopping 
at: smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7257664 .
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This book is about more than the title might 
suggest. The subtitle clarifies the author’s 

intention: “What the Real Story Tells Us about Loving 
God and Learning from History.” The author is profes-
sor and chair of the department of history at Wheaton 
College. His aim in writing this book was to do more 
than just give an accurate understanding of the event 
we remember as the First Thanksgiving. McKenzie 
does a critical analysis of the common picture of the 
First Thanksgiving as a sort of case 
study in how Christians can gain an 
accurate understanding of the past 
and learn from history in a fruitful and 
responsible way. He warns of the way 
we tend to color and shape our memo-
ry of history to suit our own prejudices 
and priorities.
McKenzie begins the book by remind-
ing us of the importance of evidence 
in constructing history, which he com-
pares to the foundation of a house. 
This is especially important in trying 
to understand the Plymouth Pilgrims, 
since almost everyone feels they know 
a lot about them, but have never con-
sidered how accurate the picture they 
have of them might be or what it is based upon. He 
gives a very helpful listing and description of the writ-
ings that have come down to us from the Pilgrims 
themselves. For anyone who wants to understand the 
Pilgrims as they understood themselves, McKenzie 
provides a good reading list. Reading the original 
sources yields some surprises. I’m sure that many 
are unaware that the only firsthand account we have 
of a harvest celebration in 1621 is a passage of one 
hundred fifteen words in a letter that Edward Winslow 
sent to the financial backers of the colony in England.
McKenzie devotes a chapter to helping us understand 
how the Pilgrims were different from contemporary 
American Christians. Our temptation is to think that 

they were just like us. He reminds us of how different 
their language was, as well as the food they ate. They 
prayed looking upward, and used the Geneva Bible, not 
the King James. Their understanding of liberty differed 
from ours. To them liberty meant the ability to do what is 
right without hindrance, not just license to do whatever 
you want. Another chapter is called “Discarding False 
Memories,” distinguishing what the celebration in 1621 
would actually have been like from the embellishments 

that have grown up around it.
A chapter I found particularly inter-
esting relates how the image of the 
First Thanksgiving has changed 
over time. The most surprising rev-
elation of this chapter to me was 
that no one even associated the 
Pilgrims with Thanksgiving until 
1841. The custom of regular au-
tumn thanksgivings was common 
throughout New England before 
this, but these were not particu-
larly associated with the Plymouth 
Pilgrims. It was in 1841 that Rev. 
Alexander Young published a 
compilation of historical docu-
ments about the Pilgrims entitled, 

Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers. In his notes on 
Edward Winslow’s account of the 1621 harvest cel-
ebration, Young declared this the “first thanksgiving 
of New England.” The imagination of America took it 
from there. McKenzie documents how the picture of 
the First Thanksgiving was embellished over time.
McKenzie writes as a Christian historian. He corrects 
many of the misunderstandings people have about 
the Pilgrims, but not to belittle or scorn them. He sim-
ply wants us to be able to see them as they were. He 
writes that revealing how we may have misunderstood 
history should lead to “humility but not cynicism.” This 
strikes me as very wise counsel.

CCCC HISTORY

REVIEW: THE FIRST THANKSGIVING BY ROBERT TRACY MCKENZIE 
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN
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CCCC NEWS

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES

Colchester, CT Christian Life Chapel (ECFA) (Part-time)

Holden, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)

Kingston, MA Mayflower Church*
Middleborough, MA First Congregational Church*
Middleborough, MA Rock Village Church (ABC)
Middleton, MA Middleton Congregational (Independent)

N Chelmsford, MA Cong Church* of N Chelmsford
Peabody, MA West Congregational Church (Ind)

Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)

Bremem, ME Bremen Union Church (Independent)

Bloomingdale, MI Bloomingdale Christian Church   
 (Independent)

Honor, MI Honor Congregational Church*
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)

Nevada, MO First Christian Church (Independent)

Buelah, ND Beulah Congregational Church*
Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational Church*
Kulm, ND First Congregational Church*
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish (Independent)

Colebrook, NH Monadnock Congregational (UCC)

Peterborough, NH Monadnock Congregational Church*
Lake Grove, NY New Village Church (Independent)

Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational (UCC)

Richford, NY Richford Congregational Church   
 (Independent) (Part-time)

Oberlin, OH East Oberlin Community Church*
Navarre, OH Stanwood Community Church  
 (Independent) 

Soudertown, PA Immanuel Leidy’s Church (Independent)

Stowe, PA St. Paul’s Church *
West Pittston, PA First Congregational Church* 
 (Independent) (Part-time)

Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church*
Jericho, VT Jericho Congregational Church*  
 (Pastor of Youth Ministry)
* = Conference member | += In Process

CHURCH DEV INTENSIVE
JOHN KIMBALL, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH 
DEVELOPMENT 
On Thursday, September 10th, Dave Eisley 
and I had the distinct privilege to meet with 
several folks from around the country to lead 

our 2020 Church Development Intensive – an overview 
of our Church Development process and the first step for 
those who want to engage it. With COVID19 rearranging 
all of our Annual Gathering Plans, we opted to wait until 
school started and then offer this year’s intensive as a we-
binar. We had to completely reformat everything for a web 
experience – but it was worth it!
This year we anticipated we would have a much smaller 
group than we do with on-site gatherings. We were wrong! 
We planned everything in hopes of having a dozen par-
ticipants but, with some local churches hosting webinar 
gatherings, we had nearly 40! The interaction was better 
than we could have hoped, and the feedback has been 
wonderful – a web presentation did not diminish the expe-
rience at all.
With the Church Development Team’s plan to begin us-
ing our new online training platform this fall, this is the 
first group that has engaged with it. Some have already 
indicated their plans to continue the process– others 
will meet among their individual churches to make a 
decision about continuing. But with the overview of as-
sessment, disciple making, leader development, inter-
cession and more, they have a good idea of what they 
will be joining. We could not be more pleased. Our team 
is ready, and now, so are several congregations! 
Would you like more information about Church 
Development in the CCCC? Just call the Conference 
Office at: (651) 387-5389.
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SAVE THE DATE 
2021 ANNUAL GATHERING

TUE, JULY 13 – FRI, JULY 16, 2021
CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL,  

WARWICK, PROVIDENCE, RI

On this
ROCK


