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the blessing of generosity
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER
Giving to the CCCC reached a record high in 2020. This is amazing in light of the 
stressful times that we have been through with the COVID-19 pandemic and a 
year of great unrest. These times have tested the life and ministry of our pastors 
and churches. Yet, the membership of the Conference responded with generous 
giving to support the work of the CCCC. We thank the Lord for your faithfulness 

and praise the Lord for this provision.
This giving puts our fellowship in a strong financial position in which all of our bills are paid, 
and all of our accounts are fully funded. But the blessings of your gifts go far beyond financial 
stability. Your generous contributions make it possible for us to resource our membership with 
support, encouragement, and training.
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I was on the Comprehensive Campaign Committee that was formed in 2010 to develop a 
5-year strategy for financial development. This committee has a recurring discussion about 
helping our members move from thinking about giving as “paying dues” to supporting min-
istry. Dues are obligatory. Generosity is inspired by God.
The apostle Paul was instrumental in taking an offering for the needy believers in Jerusalem. 
He circulated letters and provided teaching about generosity as he sought these gifts. He 
provided a great lesson on generosity when he said,

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:11)

This lesson on generosity helped givers understand that God gave them resources to 
share, that giving of those resources would meet the needs of people, and the receivers of 
the gifts would praise the Lord for His provision in their lives.
In a similar way, your generous giving results in “thanksgiving to God” throughout the 
Conference. After hearing reports of our ministry staff at meetings earlier this month, many 
of our Board members shared that this is an exciting time to be a part of this fellowship. 
Our ministry priorities of Church Development, Church Multiplication and Conference Care 
are thriving. Pastors are being trained and encouraged. Churches are taking advantage 
of resources to strengthen their ministry of “making disciples”. New churches are being 
started and struggling churches are being restarted.
Words of thanksgiving are springing up across our fellowship! This is directly related to the 
faithful support and generous giving of our membership. God is using your gifts to make a 
Kingdom difference in these times of great need. Thanks be to God!

CM COMMENTS cont. from pg 1

NEW CREDENTIALS CLASS: SAVE THE DATE!
Credentials Committee Offering Congregational History Class
After the succes of their theology class, the Credential’s Committee is spon-
soring a second class,, this time on the topic of historic Congregationalism. 
The course is entitled, “What Does It Mean to Be Congregational?” 
The class will be held June 7-11, 2021 in Lansdale, PA at Central 

Schwenkfelder Church. Rev. Nick Granitsas and Rev. Dr. Drake Williams will be 
the instructors.  
Registration details, costs, syllabus and curriculum, etc. are still being planned. 
Consideration is being given for offering the class both in person and via Zoom as well 
as whether course work can be applied toward degree credit. 
Mark your calendars and watch for more information as soon as it is available. Contact 
Drake Williams for more information at dwilliams@cscfamily.org.

WORDS OF 
THANKSGIVING 

ARE SPRINGING 
UP ACROSS OUR 

FELLOWSHIP! 
THIS IS DIRECTLY 

RELATED TO 
THE FAITHFUL 
SUPPORT AND 

GENEROUS 
GIVING OF OUR 

MEMBERSHIP. 
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turning point
MANTORVILLE: A STORY OF HOPE IN TRANSITION AND REPLANTING
AROUND THE CONFERENCE

The First Congregational Church of Mantorville, MN 
(FCCM) is about to enter a new phase of ministry. The 
congregation will sign a Turning Point covenant with the 
CCCC preparing the church for a replanted ministry. This 
is the culmination of discussions that began two years 
ago. The church membership is aging; attendance and 
giving decreasing, so church leaders knew that something 
had to change. They engaged in an evaluation process 
with the CCCC. 
The first step involved a study by a trained interventionist. 
Rev. Jeff Griffith conducted the study and concluded that 
there is great potential for ministry in this community. In 
reflecting on the process, he said, 

...Mantorville is one of those golden ministry 
opportunities that does not come across one’s 
path every day. First Congregational Church is 
a small, but healthy congregation with a good 
name in a town and school district that sees it 
as a strategic partner. God’s plans for using the 
church to make disciples are far from over!

The Upper Midwest Congregational Fellowship (UMCF) 
has agreed to join in supporting the replant project. UMCF 
Moderator, Ron Stewart says,

The UMCF has a history of supporting church 
plants ... The decision to assist was easy, especially 

as we see the commitment level of God’s people in 
Mantorville to work in cooperation with the CCCC 
Turning Point Team.

Interim Pastor, David Benson, contacted the leadership of the 
Conference when he began his ministry last year. He was 
aware of the relationship that the church had with the CCCC 
and wanted to follow up on the work that had been done by 
their former pastor, Brian Egelston. Rev. Benson says,

FCCM needed assistance in restarting the vision 
to go and make disciples in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. After being asked, The CCCC [assisted] 
through the Turning Point initiative: prayer, 
direction, encouragement, resources, people, and 
a hope for the future. It has been a joy to see the 
quality of support the Lord has provided through 
Turning Point initiative.

The Conference has developed a plan to assist the church 
after the covenant is signed. The CCCC will provide ad-
visory leadership to the Board through the process. The 
church membership will receive training in Intercessory 
Prayer, Biblical Peacemaking, and Disciple Making: Key to 
Developing Your Church. The Church Multiplication team 
will identify a replant pastor and present the candidate to 
the church. 
Please join the leadership of the CCCC in praying for the 
Turning Point effort in Mantorville.
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AVAILABLE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE UNDERUTILIZED
PETER WOOD, DIRECTOR OF  
CONFERENCE CARE

The CCCC is participating with the National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE) Financial Health Project to offer 
CCCC member ministers financial assistance in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and in regard to retirement 
planning for ministers. 

In the spirit of “teaching a man to fish” as opposed to simply 
distributing assistance, part of the qualification for money to 
be awarded is participation in a financial health and/or mon-
ey management curriculum. The courses available for pas-
tors and church leaders are offered online and can be ac-
cessed from a CCCC specific webpage on the NAE site at: 
https://naefinancialhealth.org/cccc/. Course topics include:

•	God is Your Provider Personal Finances Course 
(6-week video training for individuals and couples)

•	Church Generosity Course 
(6-week interactive video training for pastor, board 
and church leaders to discover best practices and 
to grow generosity in their church.)

Other video trainings, ranging from 7 to 13 minutes, in-
cluding “Bless Your Church,” “Bless Your Pastor,” and the 
“40-Day Generous Life Devotional” are also available.

In addition to participation in the online training, financial 
incentives in the form of Amazon gift cards in varying 
amounts are also being offered. To sign-up for full access 
to these resources, training courses, honorariums and 
grants go to: https://naefinancialhealth.org/cccc/. 

If you have questions and would like to know more about 
what is available, contact Rev Peter Wood, Director of 
Conference Care at: revpwood@hotmail.com.

THINGS TO NOTE CONFERENCE CARE

TREASURER'S UPDATE
GREG WILCOXON, CCCC TREASURER 
We have all experienced unprecedented times in 
2020.  However, God is faithful— all the time!

As He always has, God truly blessed our Conference this 
past year. Through the faithful giving of our churches, pas-
tors, and lay persons, our year-end revenue, including 
interest and grants, surpassed our 2020 budget goal of 
$500,000.00. 2020 year-end revenue totaled $557,985.00.  
All glory and praise be to God! 
These gifts enable us to continue the CCCC Way of Life 
as we “love God…love others…as we go, make disciples” 
and develop our ministry priorities of Church Development, 
Church Multiplication and Conference Care. 
We are grateful that our general expenses tracked below 
budget. However, total expenses were up with the addition 
of three new Regional Pastors after the 2020 budget was 
approved. The Regional Pastors have followed God’s lead-
ing and Word in connecting with our pastors and churches 
in their regions, bringing us all closer to our Conference 
and the mission of the CCCC. These pastors work with our 
Conference Minister and Ministry Directors in resourcing 
our churches and pastors in ways that we have not been 
able to do in the past. We are grateful for all they do.
I would like to thank the Finance Committee for their con-
tinued oversight of our finances according to God’s lead-
ing and will. The Stewardship Committee has also done a 
wonderful job in reaching out to our churches to explain 
our mission needs. 
By God’s grace and provision, we anticipate a great year 
of ministry in 2021.
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MID-WINTER BOARD MEETING HELD ONLINE
ALVIN HELMS, CCCC PRESIDENT
The Board of Directors met on February 9-10 via ZOOM. One of the most urgent 
decisions was related to the 2021 Annual Gathering planned for July in Rhode 

Island. The Board spent hours in two different meetings praying, discussing, and looking 
at research provided by the Annual Gathering Committee. After much prayer, debate, and 
consultation with other leaders within and outside the CCCC, the Board made the decision 
to not hold an in-person meeting this summer. 
The Board considered many logistical matters such as state quarantine guidelines, liabili-
ty,  travel limitations, and current meeting capacity guidance by the state of Rhode Island.  
While these are important issues, the Board was mainly concerned about making a de-
cision that considered the health and well-being of our Conference members. So, out an 
abundance of caution we made the difficult decision to cancel the in-person meeting and 
plan a virtual business meeting similar to last year.  Please save the dates of July 19 – 21 
as we will work to plan our virtual event(s) in that time frame.  
We are so thankful to each one of you for your devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ and our 
Conference.  The CCCC is a wonderful place to minister and share life together.  We ap-
preciate your flexibility and support.  We are all faced with the changes that the Covid-19 
pandemic has brought our way.  Please pray for everyone who is working to develop a 
virtual business meeting and other resources. 
Your grace and patience are needed now more than ever. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2021 AND 2022
The 2021 Annual Gathering has regretfully been 
canceled due to ongoing issues regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A virtual meeting similar 
to what was held in July 2020, along with oth-
er possible event(s), is being planned for 2021. 
Please save July 19-21, 2021 and we will keep 
you posted of the plans being made.

The 2022 Annual Gathering is targeted to be held in Rhode Island during the week 
of JULY 18-22, 2022.

Mark your calendars for these important dates! 

OUT OF AN 
ABUNDANCE 
OF CAUTION, 
WE MADE THE 
DIFFICULT 
DECISION TO 
CANCEL ...
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September 2020 saw the publication of 
a book of special interest to us as biblical 

Congregationalists. I spent much of last year reading a 
number of books on the Plymouth Pilgrims. These books 
addressed a number of subjects related to the Plymouth 
colony, but one important subject did not receive much at-
tention. Books I read focused on the Pilgrims’ voyage across 
the Atlantic, their struggles to survive in the early days of 
their settlement, their relations with the Native Americans, 
the commercial enterprises of the colony and their concept 
of liberty. But none of them focused on the religion of the 
Pilgrims. So this new book by Francis Bremer was a wel-
come discovery. Surveying recent works on 
the Pilgrims, Bremer observes, “Remarkably 
few of these [books] examine the religious 
motivation of those who journeyed on the 
Mayflower and the ways in which their religion 
shaped their lives and society.” (p. 5) His book 
aims to fill that gap. Among the books about 
the Pilgrims I read this last year, Bremer’s is the 
only one that addresses the relationship of the 
Plymouth colony to the development of New 
England Congregationalism. 
Bremer cites four key themes that are wo-
ven into his book. One is identification of the 
Pilgrims as “being solidly within the puritan movement.” (p. 
8) Much of the writing about the Plymouth colonists iden-
tifies them as “Pilgrims” in distinction from the “Puritans” 
of Massachusetts Bay Colony. Bremer sees the Plymouth 
colonists as one branch of the broader puritan movement. 
He says, “what united them with fellow puritans was far 
more important than what divided them.” (p. 5)
A second key theme is the importance of lay leadership in 
the shaping of their religious values and institutions. One 
expression of active lay participation was what they called 
prophesying. This did not mean a foretelling of future 
events but referred to a believer sharing an interpretation 
of a scriptural passage or other spiritual insights which he 
or she believed the Spirit had prompted. Such “prophe-
sying” was a regular part of Pilgrim worship. One aspect 

of Pilgrim religious life that other Puritans took excep-
tion to was their acceptance of lay preaching. The most 
striking example of this was the role of William Brewster, 
an unordained elder who acted as the spiritual leader of 
the colony for most of the first decade of the existence 
of the colony. John Robinson, their pastor, stayed behind 
in the Netherlands and died before he could join them in 
America, so it fell to Brewster to be their preacher and 
religious leader until they secured a settled pastor in 1629.
A third key theme is the commitment of the Pilgrim colo-
nists to a search for what they referred to as “further light,” 
a better understanding of God and the ways he wanted his 

saints to live. “There were beliefs they consid-
ered foundational, but on many issues they 
were more open to discussion and the tolera-
tion of diversity than was the case with many 
puritans.” (p. 9)
The fourth key theme of the book is the in-
fluence of Plymouth on the development of 
the religious institutions of Massachusetts. 
Bremer seeks to demonstrate that this influ-
ence was greater than has generally been 
acknowledged. Recent scholarship has 
tended to see the Plymouth colony as a 
small and relatively insignificant settlement 

that did not play much of a role in the development of 
the New England way of church life. He documents how 
the first colonists of the Massachusetts Bay Company, 
arriving in Salem in 1628, turned to Plymouth for advice 
on how to organize their own churches. Samuel Fuller, 
who served as physician for the Plymouth colony, went 
to help the settlers in Salem during an epidemic. During 
his time there he was able to draw upon his experience 
in Plymouth to advise them on how to organize a con-
gregation. The procedure used in Salem became the 
model for the organization of the other churches in the 
Massachusetts Bay colony.
I believe that this book is an important resource to help 
us who see ourselves as descendants of the Pilgrims to 
understand their beliefs and motivations.

REVIEW: ONE SMALL CANDLE BY FRANCIS BREMER
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN

FEATURE TITLE
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Gloucester, MA Orthodox Church of Lanesville  
 Charles Copp* 
Middleborough, MA First Congregational Church* 
 Dana Jon Smith
Kulm, ND First Congregational Church* 
 Adam Ost

PASTORAL OPENINGS
Avon CT Valley Community Baptist Church 
 (Converge) (Executive Pastor)
Colchester, CT Christian Life Chapel 
 (ECFA) (Part-time)

Holden, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Middleborough, MA Rock Village Church (ABC)
Middleton, MA Middleton Congregational Church 
 (Independent)

N. Chelmsford, MA Congregational Church*
Peabody, MA West Congregational Church 
 (Independent)

Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Bremen, ME Bremen Union Church (Independent)

Bloomingdale, MI Bloomingdale Christian Church 
 (Independent)

Honor, MI Honor Congregational Church*
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)

Nevada, MO First Christian Church (Independent)

Beulah, ND Beulah Congregational Church*
Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational*
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish 
 (Independent)

Colebrook, NH Monadnock Congregational 
 Church (UCC)

Peterborough, NH Monadnock Congregational 
 Church*
Lake Grove, NY New Village Church (Independent)

Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational 
 Church (UCC)

Richford, NY Richford Congregational Church 
 (Independent) (Part-time)

Oberlin, OH East Oberlin Community Church* 
Navarre, OH Stanwood Community Church 
 (Independent)
Soudertown, PA Immanuel Leidy’s Church 
 (Independent)

Stowe, PA St. Paul’s Church*
West Pittston, PA First Congregational Church 
 (Independent part-time)

Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church*
Jericho, VT Jericho Congregational Church* 
 (Pastor of Youth Ministry)
* = Conference member | += In Process

FACEBOOK GROUPS BUILD MINISTRY 
RELATIONSHIPS
What is a Facebook group? According to Adspresso by 
Hootsuite, 

“A group is a place on Facebook where users can 
join as members to engage with others frequently. 
All group posts  ... will show up in the group 
feed, and the biggest emphasis is on interaction. 
Groups can be private, and ... foster a sense 
of community. People are more likely to form 
relationships ... through groups because [they] can 
be at least semi-private, you can share exclusive 
content here.”

So basically groups are a place to communicate about 
shared interests with certain people. You can create a 
group for anything— and the CCCC has a couple Facebook 
groups we think you should know about.

•	The Church Multiplication Facebook group called 
the Nineveh Network: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ninevehnetwork 

•	The CCCC Facebook group, called CCCC Members, 
Ministers & Friends: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ccccusa 

Both groups are private and a moderator will respond to 
your request to join. Use the links above to get started.

CHANGES AND OPPORTUNITIES THINGS TO NOTE
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2021 YEARBOOK NOW AVAILABLE AT 
NEXTSTEP RESOURCES
The 2021 CCCC Yearbook is now available.  
To order a print copy go to:

https://nextstepresources.com/product/conservative-
congregational-christian-conference-2021-yearbook/

The cost is $15 and includes shipping and handling.

This update to the yearbook includes additions and changes reflect-
ed in the completion of the Annual Ministerial Questionnaires and 
Annual Church Surveys. 
You can also access the 2021 Yearbook from the Resources tab 
on the CCCC website. where a pdf or screen file are available for 
download. Download a copy to your computer desktop for 
easy access.


