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conference sunday
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

We encourage all of our churches to have a Conference Sunday during the month 
of May. We recently sent a mailing related to Conference Sunday and included a 
printed resource to introduce church members to our fellowship. There are several 
ways that you can participate.

•	 Include a CCCC Welcome flyer in the Sunday worship folder and pray for the 
Conference during the service. The flyer gives an overview of the Conference and 
emphasizes our ministry priorities of Church Development, Church Multiplication and 
Conference Care. (Additional copies are available from the Home Office.)

•	 Invite a Conference representative to share in the service. You could also invite the 
Conference Minister, Regional Pastor, or Area Pastor to introduce the CCCC through 
a short video that can be shown in the service.
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•	Dedicate the entire service to the Conference and share a message on the 
Guiding Values of the CCCC and the value of belonging to a Christ-centered 
Congregational fellowship.

Our former President, Nick Granitsas, shared the value of belonging to the CCCC in a 
quote for a stewardship promotion that we produced a few years ago.  Speaking then as 
the pastor of the First Congregational Church in Revere, MA, he said,

“We thank the Lord for the CCCC and have been blessed to be part of it for 
the past 49 years! We receive many benefits from being part of the Conference:  
identification with like-minded churches and ministers, great fellowship, 
placement service, and the availability of advice and counsel whenever needed. 
However, one of the greatest benefits that we receive as a Conference member 
is the ability to do things through the Conference that we could not do alone:  
church development, church multiplication, offering care for churches and 
ministers in need, and endorsement of military and civilian chaplains. Through 
our prayers, financial support, and people from our church getting involved in 
the life of the Conference, we are able to multiply our ministry.”

Some of our churches take a special offering for the CCCC on Conference Sunday.  Others 
remind their members that their church actively supports the ministry of the CCCC in 
their budget.  We have at least one member church that does both. I encourage all of our 
member churches to celebrate their participation in the life of the CCCC by recognizing a 
Conference Sunday sometime in May.

CM COMMENTS cont. from pg 1

... ONE OF THE 

GREATEST BENEFITS 

THAT WE RECEIVE 

AS A CONFERENCE 

MEMBER IS THE 

ABILITY TO DO 

THINGS THROUGH 

THE CONFERENCE 

THAT WE COULD NOT 

DO ALONE.

A GIFT FOR YOU:
I am offering an E-pub of my dissertation on the de-
velopment of a long-term pastorate, "Foundations for 
Effective Ministry" as a gift. 
Pastors and church leaders can read this to learn how 
personal spiritual development, leadership develop-
ment, and equipping people for ministry will build ef-
fective ministry for the glory of God.

To access these materials, please go to: 
https:ccccusa.com/FORESEE/gifts

to find download links.
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god at work in our regions
REGIONAL MINISTRIES UPDATES

AROUND THE CONFERENCE

IGLESIA NUEVA 
ESPERANZA REACHING 
NORFOLK, NE
RAY DELAURIER, NC REGIONAL PASTOR

In 1998, the German Congregational 
Zion Church of Norfolk, NE added  a 
Spanish speaking ministry led by 
Pastor Franco. The ministry grew and 
prospered under Pastor Franco's lead-
ership. After 30 years of ministry Pastor 
Franco returned home to take care of 
his parents and in 2019 the Spanish 
speaking congregation called Rev. 
Francisco Perez to be the new pastor. 
Perez, his wife Jessica, Fermin Jacobo 
and Marliza Garza form the new lead-
ership team, and the church continues 
to meet the spiritual needs in Norfolk. 
The remnant of the original German 
congregation left the facility to Iglesia 
Nueva Esperanza (New Hope Church) 
which is now the new name of the 
church and the ongoing ministry there. 
They have since remodeled a portion 
of the first level adding Sunday school 

LIVING OUT OUR VALUES
TIM DUBEAU, MIDEAST REGIONAL PASTOR

To be a community living out Shared Life 
and Shared Mission—one of our Seven 
Guiding Values, we seek to identify op-
portunities where we can unify around 
a common purpose. When groups of 
churches, led by their pastors, get be-
hind something significant, it is amazing 
to think of the possibilities! In the Mideast 
Region, Tim Dubeau (CCCC Regional 
Pastor) and Bryan Long (Dir. of Church 
Multiplication) are introducing the idea of 
uniting local clusters of CCCC churches 
to sponsor a CCCC church plant. 

Many of our churches already support 
missionaries and have missions bud-
gets …. so why wouldn’t we unite to 
sponsor a CCCC church plant? Well, 
the answer is, "Why not!" Under the 
leadership of their pastors, groups of 
churches could invest themselves in 
learning about the plant, the commu-
nity where the plant occurs and the 
planters themselves who need our 
prayers, financial support, and en-

KINGDOM WORK IN THE 
LAND OF HALLOWEEN
STEVEN WHITE, PASTOR 1ST BAPTIST 
CHURCH, SALEM, MA

What would you do as a new pastor 
in a city known for diverse spirituality, 
social openness, and most of all… 
Halloween? In December of 2020, my 
family moved to Salem, MA as I began 
to pastor historic 1st Baptist Church, 
planted in 1804. Here are 9 things we’ve 
done – not perfectly, or successfully, 
but in faith:
1. Watched the Lord provide us with a 
home in a crazy housing market, open 
up an in-person slot at a local kinder-
garten for our daughter, and introduce 
us to families with young children on the 
city playgrounds (we have two young 
daughters, ages 4 & 5).
2. Repented of any sense of indepen-
dency – It can feel like the weight of 
success or failure is squarely on your 
shoulders as a solo pastor. We prayed 
against the “it’s all up to me” mentality. 
The pastor is not the Savior – Jesus is 
(and praise God for that!).

INGLESIA cont on pg 4 VALUES cont on pg 4 KINGDOM cont on pg 5
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classrooms, replacing the roof and furnace and repainting 
the exterior of the church building.

The community of Norfolk (pop. 24,264) has a growing 
Spanish speaking community and Iglesia Nueva Esperanza 
is well positioned for gospel ministry. The heart-felt love for 
Jesus in the congregation and the passionate preaching 
from Pastor Perez has attracted younger families and it was 
a blessing to see so many children at the service. 

They are very happy to be a part of the CCCC. Please pray 
for Iglesia Nueva Esperanza and Pastor Perez as the Lord 
uses them to expand the kingdom of Jesus Christ in Norfolk.

INGLESIA cont. from pg 3

VALUES cont. from pg 3

couragement. Churches could band together a few times 
each year to learn firsthand from the planting pastor of the 
challenges and blessings. There could be a “planting” ban-
quet where churches unite to celebrate the growth of the 
church plant.
This is shared life and shared mission for the support-
ing churches as well as the church plant. Not only would 
such initiatives serve to advance the role of CCCC church 
planting throughout the country, it would also give pas-
tors and churches, who otherwise have little to no reason 
to do so, significant reasons for gathering together. What 
better reason to periodically meet as groups of churches 
than to sponsor banquets to encourage church planters 
in their ministries, to hear of their challenges and share in 
their blessings, and to have a sense of ownership in es-
tablishing new outposts of the Kingdom where they are so 
desperately needed. 
While it might seem preferable to hold off until a church plant 
comes to your region, there is no need to wait. Your prayers, 
encouragement and financial support are welcome whether 
you are close by or far away from where the church plant 
exists. The truth is, this initiative meets another important 
guiding value – fostering Healthy Church Multiplication. With 
several church plants underway in the CCCC and more 
to come, we lay before the ministers and churches of our 
Conference this challenge: Make an opportunity to Share 
Life, Share Mission and share in the blessings of supporting 
a CCCC church plant. If you are interested in hearing more, 
contact Bryan Long at bryan@theninevehnetwork.org. 

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

NEW NINEVEH NETWORK WEBSITE
BRYAN LONG, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

Where is the first place you go to learn more about that 
new restaurant, business, or opportunity? The website. 
The website has become the true front door of an orga-
nization. Rarely do we engage in anything before poking 
around their digital home.
The Nineveh Network is the church multiplication arm of 
the CCCC, and we recently launched a new website to 
help recruit potential church plants & pastors. I love the 
CCCC and want others to join the family. But we had no 
front door that allowed candidates to check us out. Now 
we have a natural way for people to get a better sense of 
who we are and what we do.
Along with the website, we also created a new Facebook 
Page to further connect with people. Here we can contin-
ue to tell stories of what God is doing among the church 
plants in our network. Here are three things you can do to 
help spread the word…

1. Check out the new website: www.thenineveh-
network.org

2. If you have a Facebook account, go “like” our 
page: www.facebook.com/theninevehnetwork

3. Do you know someone who might be interest-
ed in church planting? Would you be willing to 
send them the link or invite them to “like” the 
Facebook Page?

The door is open and we’re ready to welcome people in!
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IMPRISONED 

IN BURMA, A 

PRISON GUARD 

ASKED HIM, 

“WHAT DO THINK 

OF THE FUTURE 

OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN OUR COUNTRY 

NOW?” JUDSON, 

FAMOUSLY 

RESPONDED, 

“THE FUTURE IS 

AS BRIGHT AS 

THE PROMISES 

OF GOD!”

3. Rejoiced when God grew fruit. A Muslim woman 
walked into our church the month before I arrived. The 
church discipled her, and she confessed Jesus as her 
one and only Savior. God is drawing people to 
Himself, and, therefore, my new go-to phrase 
is “just show up.” Day by day, week after 
week, watch God working. She’ll be baptized 
in a few weeks!
4. Befriended and partnered with other 
churches – There are only a handful of Gospel-
proclaiming churches in the city and, only a few 
speak English, but we pray together and col-
laborate as much as possible. God’s Kingdom 
work requires Christ-centered churches to 
work together.
5. Made our “front porch” hospitable – By 
“front porch” I mean both our literal front porch 
(which was peeling paint) and also our digital 
front porch – our website, social media, and 
general internet presence. Both needed to be 
made warm, inviting, and accessible to our 
post-Christian city.
6. Met church people & city leaders – 
Getting to know our members – our “faithful 
remnant” – was essential. My wife and I also met our city’s 
mayor, asking questions, praying for her, and communi-
cating that our church wants to see the city become the 
best version of Salem it can be.
7. Preached the simple Gospel – Not rocket science. 
This is the consistent watering and nourishment God al-
ways uses to grow His church everywhere.

8. Centered on dependent prayer – For our city, for 
His vision for our church, and specifically that the evil one, 
his kingdom of darkness, and all competing spiritual war-

fare would fall in the presence of the True Light 
of Jesus. Though the city is largely known for 
dark things today, Salem literally is the “City of 
Peace”, and has a rich Gospel legacy. God, 
You’ve done it once –do it again Lord!
9. Directed our church’s gaze to the world 
– Lastly, we’ve committed to praying each 
Sunday for the countries and unreached peo-
ple groups of the world. 1st Baptist Salem has 
the one of the richest missions legacies of any 
church in the U.S., being part of the sending of 
Adoniram and Ann Judson in 1812 to Burma. 
We have now become both archaeologists – 
unearthing this rich history – and missionar-
ies ourselves – bringing that missions DNA to 
life anew in our modern day in our new lost 
environment. The Great Commission is our 
mandate. That’s what we want to be known 
for – a little church, in a unique place, doing a 
Kingdom work, and playing our small part in 
fulfilling Jesus’ Great Commission.

When imprisoned in Burma, Adoniram Judson’s prison 
guard asked him, “What do think of the future of Christianity 
in our country now?” Judson, famously responded, say-
ing, “The future is as bright as the promises of God!” We 
have this same confidence. The land of Halloween can-
not thwart God’s unstoppable plan of redemption and the 
building of His Kingdom. We’re humbled to be here for a 
front- row seat.

KINGDOM cont. from pg 3

NEWS FROM THE WORLD EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL 
FELLOWSHIP (WECF)

Learn what God is doing in Congregational fellowships around the world through the  
reports from our fraternal organizations in the countries of Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Manipur and Nepal.  
Go to https://cong-wecf.org to read the latest Our Congregational World newsletter.

 1 
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Have you visited our new website yet? 

https://cong-wecf.org 
During 2020, WECF suddenly 
found itself without a website  

for reasons beyond its control.  
A new website was needed and 
this was very kindly developed  

for us by Geoffrey Liu, from  
Padstow Chinese Congregational 

Church, Australia. 
Please visit the site. To pass on 

comments, information or 
photographs, please go to 

‘Contact Us’ on the website or 
send them to the OCW Editor, 

Kerrian Cartledge.  
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Our Conference has produced some helpful re-
sources to explain what it means to be a biblical 

Congregationalist. Those who are new to the Conference 
may be unfamiliar with them. Those who are long time 
members might benefit from re-examining them. As 
Christians it is always good to keep reminding ourselves 
of what we believe, why we believe it and the heritage that 
our faith is built upon. Two books in particular published by 
the Conference serve as trustworthy guides to the basics 
of the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference.
There Are Modern Day Pilgrims by veteran CCCC pastor 
Rod Wetzig was written to instruct the youth of our church-
es about Congregational history and church government 
and to trace the background of our 
fellowship. It is well suited for the 
instruction of youth, written in clear 
simple language with eye catch-
ing illustrations. It has the form of 
a workbook, with questions to an-
swer as the student goes along and 
a Q and A section to fill out at the 
end of each chapter. I used it in my 
confirmation classes and found it 
engaging for the students and easy 
to teach.
Although this book is aimed at youth, I do not believe that 
its usefulness to confined to them. Anyone who works 
through this book will learn a lot about Congregational his-
tory and about what Congregational church government 
is and how it works. The circumstances that led to the for-
mation of the CCCC are explained, as well as how we view 
other churches. The bedrock beliefs of our faith about God 
and Jesus Christ and the nature of salvation are explained. 
The bibliography at the end offers a reading list that would 
be helpful for any adult Congregationalist. (NOTE: This book 
should not be confused with a book with a similar title which 
was also published by the CCCC. There Are Modern Day 
Pilgrims is a resource aimed at youth. Modern Day Pilgrims: 
The First Fifty Years of the Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference is the Conference history published in 

2000. It is now out of print, however plans are being made 
for an update.)
Roots, Stem and Flowers by Peter W. Murdy is a church 
membership guide written for the churches in our confer-
ence. Peter is also a veteran CCCC pastor. He originally 
wrote the book for use in his own church out of a con-
cern to make church membership more meaningful. Like 
many old Congregational churches the numbers on the 
membership roll far exceeded the number who regularly 
attended, and he wanted to restore a strong membership 
standard. He quotes from the Cambridge Platform, New 
England’s original statement of Congregational church 
principles, to show that repentance from sin and faith in 

Jesus Christ are the essential pre-
requisites for admission to church 
membership.
This guidebook is designed to be the 
textbook for a four session member-
ship class. It covers a lot of ground 
in a short space. It is not just an in-
troduction to Congregationalism but 
a presentation of basic Christianity 
itself. It would be helpful for a new 
believer or someone who had been 

a nominal Christian. The first lesson (the “Roots”) explains 
what the Christian faith is. The second lesson (the “Stem”) 
covers both what Scripture teaches about the church 
and the history of Congregationalism. Lesson three (the 
“Flowers”) is about Christian living, discussing spiritual dis-
ciplines and gifts of the Spirit. The fourth lesson is about 
what it means to join the church and the questions poten-
tial members need to ask themselves.
Both of these books are available from NextStep 
Resources, (www.nsresources.com) which distributes 
literature for the Conference. There is a link in the footer 
on the CCCC website. You can also find a link under the 
Resources tab on the home page. Click on the link for Next 
Step Resources and Land’s End Store. That page has a 
link to the CCCC page under “Denominational Resources” 
from NextStep.

DENOMINATIONAL RESOURCES
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN

CONFERENCE HISTORIAN
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There Are Modern Day PilgrimsThere Are Modern Day Pilgrims

Rev. Rod Wetzig received a B.A. at Grace 
University, Omaha NE and an M.Div. at Grace 
Theological Seminary, Winona Lake IN. His father, 
Rev. Avery Wetzig, joined the Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference in 1964. 
Following in his father’s footsteps, Rod became 
a member in 1969, a second generation CCCC 
pastor. Rod has pastored five Congregational 
churches, four of which are in the CCCC. 

In addition to this workbook, Rod also 
organized and wrote a number of chapters in 

the CCCC History book, Modern Day Pilgrims. It is his prayer that the youth 
of our conference will grow to understand and love the CCCC as he does.

A course designed to help youth, and young-at-heart, 
know and understand the rich heritage of the Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC) and the role 
Congregationalism plays in the Body of Christ.

Conservative Congregational 
Christian ConferenCe

www.ccccusa.com
8941 Hwy 5 
Lake Elmo, MN 55042

651/739-1474  

978-0-9836452-3-8

Rod Wetzig



8941 33rd St North, Lake Elmo, MN 55042   |   651-739-1474   |   homeoffice@ccccusa.com   |   ccccusa.com

 [ 7 ] MAR/APR 2021

PASTORAL CHANGES
Gloucester, MA Orthodox Church of Lanesville  
 Charles Copp* 
Middleborough, MA First Congregational Church* 
 Dana Jon Smith
Kulm, ND First Congregational Church* 
 Adam Ost

PASTORAL OPENINGS
Avon CT Valley Community Baptist Church 
 (Converge) (Executive Pastor)
Colchester, CT Christian Life Chapel 
 (ECFA) (Part-time)

Holden, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Middleborough, MA Rock Village Church (ABC)
Middleton, MA Middleton Congregational Church 
 (Independent)

N. Chelmsford, MA Congregational Church*
Peabody, MA West Congregational Church 
 (Independent)

Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)
Bremen, ME Bremen Union Church (Independent)

Bloomingdale, MI Bloomingdale Christian Church 
 (Independent)

Honor, MI Honor Congregational Church*
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)

Nevada, MO First Christian Church (Independent)

Beulah, ND Beulah Congregational Church*
Glen Ullin, ND Evangelical Congregational*
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish 
 (Independent)

Colebrook, NH Monadnock Congregational 
 Church (UCC)

Peterborough, NH Monadnock Congregational 
 Church*
Lake Grove, NY New Village Church (Independent)

Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational 
 Church (UCC)

Richford, NY Richford Congregational Church 
 (Independent) (Part-time)

Oberlin, OH East Oberlin Community Church* 
Navarre, OH Stanwood Community Church 
 (Independent)
Soudertown, PA Immanuel Leidy’s Church 
 (Independent)

Stowe, PA St. Paul’s Church*
West Pittston, PA First Congregational Church 
 (Independent part-time)

Parkston, SD Parkston Congregational Church*
Jericho, VT Jericho Congregational Church* 
 (Pastor of Youth Ministry)
* = Conference member | += In Process

CHANGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

CREDENTIALS CLASS SCHEDULED
DRAKE WILLIAMS, CCCC CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

"What Does It Mean to Be Congregational?" 
Central Schwenkfelder Church – Lansdale, PA 

June 7-11, 2021
The Credentials Committee has sched-
uled a seminar to consider how we arrived 
at being congregational, explore the histo-
ry of congregationalism, and compare the 
congregational experiences of others.
The congregational movement has been 
recognized from the time of the sixteenth 
century, although its roots extend much 
earlier. In this class, we will examine those 
roots as found in the early centuries of the 
church. We will study congregationalism 
in the New Testament and in the second 

century in early Christian documents in the Apostolic Fathers.
Progressing to the history of Congregationalists in the mi-
gration to America, the Salem witch trials, the First and 
Second Great Awakening, the Unitarian Departure and the 
Westward Expansion, students will look at the development 
of the United Church of Christ and the CCCC. 
During the class, we will also explore the history of the 
Schwenkfelders, another small congregational denomina-
tion which developed from the Radical Reformation. For 
one afternoon, we will tour the Schwenkfelder Library and 
Heritage Center in Pennsburg, PA (www.schwenkfelder.
com) and several Schwenkfelder meeting houses from the 
eighteenth century. The seminar will conclude with a panel 
discussion led by three men with over forty years of experi-
ence in congregational life. 
Former CCCC President, Rev. Nick Granitsas, and Rev. Dr. 
Drake Williams from ETF-Leuven and Central Schwenkfelder 
Church will lead the class. Accredited through Missio 
Seminary in Philadelphia (www.missio.edu), it will be 
offered in person and via Zoom. This class will be a help for 
those pursuing credentialing in the CCCC. 
Complete class information including costs, schedule, Missio 
syllabus, scholarship and registration details are available at 
www.ccccusa.com/services-admin/credentials-class/. 
Deadline to register is May 15th.

THINGS TO NOTE
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SAVE THE DATES FOR  
AG 2021 & 2022
The 2021 Annual Gathering has been canceled due 
to ongoing issues regarding the COVID-19 pan-
demic. A virtual meeting similar to what was held 
in July 2020, along with other possible event(s), is 
planned. The annual Delegates Meeting will be 
held Saturday, July 17. Please save July 12-16, 
2021 for additional virtual sessions and events be-
ing scheduled. We will keep you posted. 
The 2022 Annual Gathering is targeted to be held 
in Warwick/Providence, Rhode Island during the 
week of JULY 18-22, 2022.

THINGS TO NOTE

ADVOCATING FOR VULNERABLE FAMILIES
Evangelical churches offer support in a variety of ways to eco-
nomically vulnerable families in their communities — whether 
through food banks, job training classes, English tutoring or oth-
er means. When it comes to policy proposals that impact the 
same families and individuals, it can be confusing to know what 

is most helpful. 
The National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE) is offering a FREE webinar April 28, 
2021 from 1:00-2:00 pm to help you un-
derstand how you can be part of lifting 

millions out of poverty. Kathryn Edin, one of the nation’s lead-
ing poverty researchers, and Gabriel Salguero, senior pastor and 
coalition leader, will offer a framework and basis for considering 
bipartisan solutions to complex issues. Policy updates from NAE 
staff will highlight information on tax credits, immigration, predato-
ry lending and paid family leave.
Visit https://www.nae.net/vulnerable-families-webinar/ for 
more information or to register.


