
BI-MONTHLY NEWS from the CCCC

November / December 2021

THE CHRIST OF CHRISTMAS
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

Isaiah 9:1-7
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. 
In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, 
beyond the Jordan--- [2] The people walking in darkness have seen a 

great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. [3] 
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 
as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
[4] For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that bur-
dens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. [5] Every 
warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined 
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for burning, will be fuel for the fire. [6] For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] 
Of the greatness of his government and peace  there will be no end.  He 
will reign on David’s throne  and over his kingdom, establishing and uphold-
ing it  with justice and righteousness  from that time on and forever.  The 
zeal of the Lord ALmighty wiLL AccompLish this.

This prophecy points people to the promised Messiah, Jesus the Christ.  This is 
the season in which we celebrate the promise of Scripture, “To us a child is born…
to us a Son is given.”  
Do we really know Jesus?  We tend to choose the Jesus that fits our needs and 
desires. Many are drawn to Jesus in the manger.  They are warmed by the sto-
ry of Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men.  Others are drawn to 
the Jesus who ministered to broken people because they have so many needs in 
their life that need God’s touch.  Others are drawn to Jesus on the cross and are 
touched by His self-sacrifice for the lives of others.
Isaiah 9 helps us fully understand who Jesus is.  He is Wonderful Counselor who 
is a leader worth following and listening to.  He is Mighty God who provides power 
for daily living.  He is Everlasting Father, our enduring provider and protector.  He 
is the Prince of Peace who restores wholeness to our lives as we experience His 
forgiveness and grace.  He was given the name, Jesus, which means, “God saves!”  
The prophecy of Isaiah ends with the assurance that He is the ruling King.  Han-
del’s Messiah picks up on this when it says, “And he shall reign forever and ever.”  
The earliest confession of faith was very simple.  Early believers stated their be-
liefs around the statement, “Jesus is Lord!” True faith is open to His rule and reign 
in every area of our lives.
The Apostle Paul met the Lord Jesus, and it changed his life.   One of the greatest 
desires that he had is summed up in the words of Philippians 3:10, “I want to know 
Christ…”  These simple words  are a model for prayer and faith in this season.

CM COMMENTS cont. from pg 1

REMEMBERING HERB ANDERSON
Herbert Anderson (1929-2021)

The Reverend Herbert (Herb) Edward Ander-
son, 92, passed away on December 6, 2021.  
Herb was a long-time member of the CCCC, 
joining the Conference in 1961.  He served 
as Senior Pastor of the Snyder Avenue Con-
gregational Church in South Philadelphia, PA 
(SACC-Philly) for more than 50 years.  

He led this church through many changes and 
left a church that is a model of effective ministry in an urban setting. He was 
involved in the life of the CCCC in many ways and became a statesman for 
our fellowship in the Eastern Pennsylvania region.  He is survived by his be-
loved wife and dearest friend, Sharon; sons, Scott (Peggy), Robert (Susan), 
and Brian (Karen); and his daughter Sherri.
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LONGMONT, COLORADO
Ron Hamilton, Conference Minister

After years of struggle and decline, 
the Christ Congregational Church of 
Longmont, Colorado held a member-

ship meeting in August 2019 and voted to close her 
ministry.  At the same time, the church members vot-
ed to gift their building and property to the CCCC.  
A Dissolution Board was established to wrap up the 
business of the church and determine what to do 
with the property.
The members of the Church Multiplication team 
learned about the closing of the church and encour-
aged the Board to maintain a ministry in this city.  The 
City of Longmont was identified as one of the Top 
Ten Boom Cities in the United States.  The committee 
shared that this is a place that we should be going 
to rather than leaving.   Acting on this counsel, the 
Board began the prayerful process of replanting this 
church.
After considering varying options, the Board entered 
a purchase agreement with a company that would de-
velop a portion of the property but leave the church 
for future ministry.  The planning details and approval 
process are now complete, and the sale is scheduled 
to close in December.  Plans are now being devel-
oped for replanting a ministry in the building located 
on Francis Street in Longmont, one of the city’s major 
thoroughfares.  
The Church Multiplication Committee developed a 
video to tell the story of Christ Congregational Church 
and the vision to begin a new ministry in this location.  
You can view this video online at: https://vimeo.com/
manage/videos/640132289.   
Please join us in praying for this replanting effort and 
other Turning Point projects that we are involved in 
around the nation.  One of the greatest needs that we 
have is for replant pastors.

TURNING POINT REPLANT PROJECTS:

Please contact Conference Minister, Ron Hamilton, 
for information about these projects.

Longmont, CO Christ Congregational Church
Franklin, CT  Franklin Congregational Church
Maynard, MA  Mission Evangelical 
   Congregational Church
Mantorville, MN First Congregational Church

WALK WITH A VILLAGE CHURCH - AN INSIGHT 

Earlier we launched an initiative called, “Walk with a 
Village Church in Malawi.” As a Conference, we hope 
to provide partner churches for 70 village churches 
working for Christ where 70% of the population are 
Muslims.  These churches need our help! 

To give you an idea of who you would be partnering 
with, meet one Abusa (pastor) Gracious: 

“My name is Gracious,  I was a Muslim. One day in my 
village a group came with the Jesus Film. I attended 
without my parent’s permission.  This was the first 
time I heard about Jesus.  When I heard John 3:16, I 
knew that God loves me because of Jesus.  

When I told my parents, they were not happy. They 
said, “Either choose to be a Christian or Muslim.”  I 
chose Christian.  They forced me to leave my house 
and my village.  I lost everything.  No longer would my 
parents provide food and schooling.  My family and 
village no longer loved me. My situation was hard. 

However, for the last 20 years I have been a pastor.  
But still there are very few Christians where I live 
and have my church.  In one village where I minister 
with my wife, there is only one family who are public-
ly Christians.  In spite of the obstacles, we labor for 
the Lord.  We have now 27 Bible studies in different 
villages.  Some places are dangerous.  These are re-
mote villages and to get there we have to watch for 
elephants and monkeys.  Yet, I am happy that God is 
always by our side, he protects His children.”

TURNING POINT UPDATE AROUND THE WORLD
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6 REASONS TO BELONG IN 
THE CCCC
JOE MARLIN, BOARD MEMBER 

I recently came back from a board meet-
ing of the CCCC  and participated in our 
annual church planting conference. I 
came away more encouraged than ever 
and wanted to write why I personally am 
thankful for the CCCC and why I am hon-
ored to sit on the board, and excited to 
play a hand in raising up leaders in our 
Church to be credentialed through the 
CCCC and help Pastors, Church planters 
and Churches looking for a covering con-
sider this denomination as an ecclesio-
logical home.
Let me start by saying what it isn’t. It’s not 
the name. 75 years ago, when the denom-
ination was formed, it meant theologically 
conservative, in that we accept the truth 
of the bible, the miracles it records, the 
virgin birth, the death and resurrection 
of Jesus and just the overall authority of 
scripture in our lives and faith. For me I 
say absolutely to all of this, sign me up! 
Having been a part of the CCCC for the 
past 5 years, I can tell you that men and 
women are all over the map politically, yet 
there is an absolutely refreshing spiritual 
center where we all meet at the foot of 
the cross as sinners receiving His mercy 
together.
Sadly, there are increasingly fewer and 
fewer places you can meet with believ-
ers who don’t beat their political drum 
louder than their love for Jesus left!  It’s 
also not the size or the money. We are a 
small humble denomination of about 300 
churches and if you’re looking for that big 
corporate sponsor to put the wrap around 
sticker around your Nascar car to fund 
your ministry, this ain’t it.
So then why am I?
1) Autonomy with support, as we are cur-
rently preaching through the 7 letters to 
the 7 churches in Revelation chapters 2 
and 3 and one of the things that stands 
out to me is the reality that each Church 
is a lamp, shining it’s light into the place 
God has place it. Jesus stands before 
the church, He is the one that gives her 
promises and warnings, He is the one 

AROUND THE CONFERENCE

THERE IS AN 

ABSOLUTELY  

REFRESHING 

SPIRITUAL 

CENTER WHERE 

WE ALL MEET 

AT THE FOOT OF 

THE CROSS....

they are both ultimately and immediately ac-
countable to. The congregationalist way plac-
es a high value on the individual conscience 
of each Christian and a high responsibility on 
each Church to be faithful to their mission, 
where God has placed them. Each church is 
a complete Church ruled by Christ, and in a 
tangible and real way, exercising that authori-
ty through the priesthood of every believer as 
they are led by His Spirit.
But just because each church is autonomous 
and responsible to God, in the way that each 
person must live their own life before God, 
it doesn’t mean we aren’t here to help each 
other. We have one Lord, one faith and one 
baptism (Ephesians 4), and we co-labor to-
gether on the same mission (Matthew 28). We 
are here to support each other and so I love 
the way Churches can reach out for help, and 
there are ministries to come alongside them 
that can create a covenant with those Church-
es to help them, with mutually agreed upon 
and clear boundaries for that relationship.
2) A focus on Health.  In the extremely helpful 
paper on ‘The Nature of our Fellowship’ which 
is found on the CCCC website, it states “We 
recognize that as Congregational Christians 
we do not have to agree on everything to 
achieve Biblical respect and spiritual health. 
In the spirit of Acts 15, we seek to promote 
maximum freedom for the rule of God in our 
churches.” The seven values of the CCCC are 
“A Culture of Believing Prayer and Interces-
sion, Healthy Pastors, Healthy Disciple-mak-
ing Churches, Healthy Church Multiplication, 
A Community that Lives Out Shared Life & 
Shared Mission, A Culture of Peacemaking 
and Reconciliation, and a Membership Re-
flective of the Harvest Field’s Diversity.”  All of 
these could be summed up into a focus on the 
comprehensive health of our conference and 
every gathering, every business meeting, and 
every relationship I have encountered there 
has been this genuine and intentional Godly 
focus. In a time when we can be seduced by a 
priority of power, influence, growth, or money, 
which all come by some ‘proven and branded 
method’™ to ensure the desired results, I find 
the CCCC to be an Oasis in the desert with 
its focus on health and mutual respect while 
promoting as much freedom and diversity as 
possible.
3) A broad yet deep fellowship. Within this 
communion are women pastors, and those 
who do not have women pastors, those who 
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baptize babies and those who only baptize adults by full im-
mersion, Calvinists and Armenians, charismatics meeting in 
house churches and traditionally liturgical high church con-
gregations that meet in buildings older than America. Genu-
ine health and genuine respect don’t have their source solely 
in us having all the same books on our shelves and the same 
theological language. Broadness doesn’t have to cancel out 
depth! Godliness isn’t owned by one tiny corner of Christi-
anity. While there is a broadness in the CCCC the essential 
commitment to the Word of God, and the Mission of God 
is clear enough to give us an awesome platform to serve 
together. Our irreducible core is to love God and love our 
neighbor, making disciples as we go.
4) One of the differences in the CCCC and other denom-
inations is that there isn’t a push for all Christians to just 
adopt a shallow ‘reader’s digest’ version of the faith so they 
can get along with others.  Each church, each pastor has 
the freedom to hold deep convictions. We have deeply held 
differences, and love and work with each other, imagine 
that! Some other denominations will have hundreds of po-
sitions on every area of life you could imagine, I appreciate 
that the conference has come together to speak on issues 
rarely and cautiously, and while it is time to update some of 
the language, I am glad to be in communion with brothers 
and sisters that stand together on those positions so that 
we can move on to fellowship, mutual support, and laboring 
together for the gospel.
5) A respected platform for credentialing ministers. Having 
our ministers go through the difficult process of being exam-
ined and endorsed by the credentialing committee is deeply 
important.  What if God calls one of our Pastors to serve at 
another Church? What if it’s another CCCC Church or from 
another denomination?  Due to the relationships and reputa-
tion of the CCCC being a part of global congregational fel-
lowships and a member of the National Association of Evan-
gelicals, those we ordain in our Church and are credentialed 
with the CCCC have doors open to them they would not if 
we just went it alone!
6) Experienced Missional Pastors in secular and under re-
sourced areas. I have had the opportunity to swim in various 
ecclesiological waters, connecting with different networks 
and denominations. One of the greatest values to me in the 
CCCC is her ministers, many of whom serve in incredibly 
secular and under resourced areas. While some denomina-
tions are solidly based in the American South, and in a solidly 
Christian subculture, certainly not all but many 4C’s pastors 
have been serving in places where they are in an extreme 
minority. The region we have the most Churches is up in 
New England which is the most secular part of the country 
with the lowest rates of Church attendance.  I love break-
ing bread with Pastors who are serving among people with 
crowded hearts and real shepherds to truly hurting people. I 
find deep commonality and gain a ton of wisdom being with 
those who have lots of experience serving in contexts similar 

TURNING POINT cont on pg 6

to my own. For Church planters who are breaking 
difficult new ground the value of this resource is be-
yond measure!
I just see great potential in the future of the CCCC. 
There is a genuine desire to help Churches revitalize, 
replant, and to use the assets from legacy churches 
for the Glory of God and the good of under evange-
lized communities. Every year the Church planting 
efforts of the CCCC has taken huge steps forward, 
with some 40 church plants in the past couple de-
cades, there are now 9 new works in the pipeline 
this year alone. I also see a massive opportunity to 
increase generational and ethnic diversity in the 
conference in the years to come, and it’s something 
that I am personally committed to helping our con-
ference grow in. With fewer and fewer spaces that 
value both genuine Christian freedom, yet a commit-
ment to great commission I believe the CCCC can be 
a home to many who don’t just don’t fit in the tradi-
tions they come from that have become increasingly 
polarized and divisive. They find they are too liberal, 
or too conservative for their tribe, or Pastors and 
Church planters find that they are called to reach a 
community that isn’t on the already set agenda of 
the network or denomination, yet in the CCCC they 
will find a home that would be grateful for them that 
would support them in finding their fit, and the place 
they would flourish. For those looking for a solidly 
biblical and evangelical denomination that is cen-
tered around Jesus and not just one political, cul-
tural or theological camp, a denomination that will 
care deeply about them, and their comprehensive 
health yet respect their freedom and will truly pray 
to the living God to see them be effective in the gos-
pel where God has called them, the CCCC is a great 
home.

Joe Marlin is pastor of Epiphany Church of 
Gloucester City in Gloucester City, NH. Their 
church is Building Bridges for the Glory of 
God and the Good of 
our Neighbors. He and 
his wife Kristy have 5 
children. Learn more 
about their ministry at 
epiphanygcity.com.
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Jonathan Edwards is a towering figure in 
the history of American Congregational-

ism. He is remembered as a legendary preacher, a 
chronicler and defender of religious revivals, and a 
profound theologian.  He was a voluminous writer, 
which can make the prospect of reading his works 
intimidating.  Yale University Press has published the 
definitive edition of his works in twenty-six volumes.  
This was a monumental undertaking, begun in 1957 
and not completed until 2008.  The natural question, 
then, is where to begin reading him.  To help those 
who are not familiar with his writings I plan to present 
a series of articles introducing some of his shorter 
and more accessible works.

Banner of Truth has published a small paperback 
putting together two of the most important of Ed-
wards’ early writings.  Jonathan Edwards on Revival 
includes A Narrative of Surprising Conversions and 
The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of 
God.  The former work describes the spiritual awak-
ening which Edwards observed in Northampton, MA 
(where he was pastor) and in neighboring commu-
nities during 1734-35.  This revival was so dramat-
ic and so different from what was commonly seen 
in churches during this time that it produced much 
criticism and skepticism.  Edwards wrote “The Dis-
tinguishing Marks” to defend the soundness and au-
thenticity of the spiritual changes produced by the 
awakening.

A Narrative of Surprising Conversions was the work 
which brought Jonathan Edwards to the attention of 
the world.  He had written an account of the reviv-
al in Northampton to a Boston minister, who shared 
extracts of it with two leading pastors in London.  In 
response to the request of these two pastors to have 
the whole story, Edwards’s entire narrative was pub-
lished in London.  It became a publishing sensation, 
going through three editions and twenty printings 
between 1737 and 1739.  Christians in England were 
fascinated to read about widespread and powerful 
conversions taking place on the western edge of the 
American colonies.  One of Edwards’ correspondents 
wrote, “We have not heard anything like it since the 
Reformation.”

 The Narrative is what may be described as religious 
journalism.  The first section describes the spiritu-
al condition of the community before the revival and 
describes the way the awakening unfolded.  Section 
two is entitled “The Manner of Conversion Various.”  
Edwards reveals himself to be a careful observer of 
people’s religious experience.  He summarizes his ex-
perience of observing and counseling scores of peo-
ple as they underwent conversion.  He shows how 
the Holy Spirit worked differently in different people 
in terms of what first produced concern about their 
souls, how long and how intensely they were under 
conviction of sin, and how they came to find peace 
and assurance of salvation.  The third section gives 
a detailed account of the conversion of two individ-
uals, a young woman and a little girl.  The little girl, 
Phebe Bartlet, was just four years old.  The spiritual 
depth and understanding which Edwards witnessed 
in this child was truly remarkable.

The spiritual movement seen in Northampton was 
controversial from the beginning.  Seeing the inten-
sity of emotion that was produced during the revival, 
both the severity of distress of those under convic-
tion of sin and the euphoria of those who experienced 
conversion, led many to charge that the revival was 
mere emotionalism or fanaticism.  Edwards wrote 
“The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of 
God” to defend the subjects of the awakening from 
these charges.  I will save a summary and analysis of 
this book for a future article.   

JONATHAN EDWARDS ON REVIVAL
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN

CONFERENCE HISTORIAN
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CHANGES    

North Chelmsford, MA 
 Congregational Church of North Chelmsford      
 Scott McGowan  
     
PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES - CCCC Churches  

Whittier, CA  Plymouth Church  
Beverly, MA  Pilgrim Church  
Blackstone, MA  Christ Community Church  
Carlisle, MA  Carlisle Cong. Church  
Pittston, ME  First Congregational Church  
Honor, MI  Honor Congregational Church  
Concord, NH  Immanuel Community Church   
Huron, SD  First Congregational Church  
Parkston, SD  Parkston Cong.Church  
Scotland, SD  Scotland Community Church  
     
TURNING POINT RE-PLANT PROJECTS

Please contact Conference Minister Ron Hamilton for infor-
mation about these projects  

Longmont, CO  Christ Congregational Church  
Franklin, CT  Franklin Cong. Church  
Mantorville, MN  First Congregational Church  
   
PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES - Non-CCCC Churches  

Avon, CT Valley Community Baptist Church 
  (Converge) (Executive Pastor)  
Colchester, CT Christian Life Chapel (ECFA) 
  (Part-time)  
Peru, IL  First Congregational Church 
  (Independent)  
Middleborough, MA 
  Rock Village Church (ABC)  
Sutton, MA First Congregational Church (UCC)  
Bremen, ME Bremen Union Church (Independent)  
Pownal, ME First Parish Congregational Church   
  (Independent)  
Bloomingdale, MI 
  Bloomingdale Christian Church 
  (Independent)  
Cedarville, MI First Union Church (Independent)  
Lansing, MI Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)  
Nevada, MO First Christian Church (Independent)  
Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish 
  (Independent)  
Colebrook, NH 
  Monadnock Congregational Church   
  (UCC)  
Lake Grove, NY
  New Village Church (Independent)  
Lisle, NY Center Lisle Congregational Church   
  (UCC)  
West Pittston, PA 
  First Congregational Church 
  (Independent part-time)  
    

TITUS COAN - APOSTLE TO THE SANDWICH 
ISLANDS

After 12 years of researching, 
writing and editing, CCCC pas-
tor Phil Corr has published a 
missionary biography about Ti-
tus Coan.  If you are interested 
in buying a copy please email 
Phil at dphilcorr@yahoo.com. 

In this book Phil Corr provides 
a tour de force by writing for 

both the biography reader and the scholar. In 
this hybrid work he vividly portrays the life of 
Titus Coan, “the pen painter,” while also filling 
gaps in the scholarship. These gaps include: the 
volume itself (no full-length published book has 
previously been written on Titus Coan) and the 
following chapters—“Patagonia,” “Peace,” and 
“Other Religions.” Using the unpublished thesis 
by Margaret Ehlke and many other primary and 
secondary sources, he significantly deepens the 
understanding of Coan in many areas. This book 
is presented to the future reader for the purpos-
es of edification and increasing the scholarship 
of this man who lived an incredible life during in-
credible times.

Here is what a direct descendant of Titus Coan--
Ed Coan--has to say about the book:  “This book 
opened my eyes to Titus’ remarkable life as a 
cofounder of Hawaiian evangelism in the native 
environment of the mid-nineteenth century. Corr 
brilliantly interweaves disparate source materials 
to illuminate Titus’ enthusiasm and intense de-
votion to the Hawaiian community through his 
commitment to the evangelical mission, and its 
profound effect on those he served. One can’t 
help but find it uplifting and illuminating.”

CHANGES AND OPPORTUNITIES BOOK REVIEW
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Did you know that you can support the 
Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference through your online shopping 
in 2022 by going to  https://smile.amazon.
com and adding CCCC as your charity of 
choice? 

Through Amazon Smile: 
• Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
the charitable organization of your choice.
• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same prices, 
same service.

Be sure to stay connected with CCCC via our weekly Foresee Update emails. Once a week 
we send an article and updates from around the conference. Be sure to Email the home office 
(Homeoffice@ccccusa.com) to be added to the list. Don’t worry - we do not give out or sell 
your contact information to anyone.  


