
BI-MONTHLY NEWS from the CCCC

January / February 2022

In His Time
RON HAMILTON, CCCC CONFERENCE MINISTER

I recently visited a church where things are going very well.  
Attendance is strong, giving is good, and there is a wonderful spirit 
in the church.  I was very encouraged by the worship service and the 
interaction with many from the church after the service.  However, 
I was most encouraged because I knew that the pastor and church 

leadership had waited for a long time for this to happen.  There were many days 
when they wondered if the church would survive.  In reality, it took the church 
over ten years to get this place of health and vitality.
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There are many passages of Scripture that encourage us to be people of 
faith who wait on the Lord.

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.
 (Psalm 27:14)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart  and lean not on your own
 understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make

 your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks 

him. (Lamentations 3:25)
Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothes? …But seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:25, 33-34)
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how 
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting 

for the autumn and spring rains.  (James 5:7)
We work hard to make things happen in our lives and in our ministries.  It’s 
great when things happen in a timely manner.  However, it is a human ten-
dency to take the credit for things when they work out just the way that 
we planned.  Patient faith begins with a humble trust of God and a willing-
ness to let Him work in a way that is best for His Kingdom purposes.  I love 
the Scripture that says, “He has made everything beautiful in its time… 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11)”

CM COMMENTS cont. from pg 1

HE GETS US
The Servant Foundation is sponsoring a campaign de-
signed to create a revived interest in Jesus in our cul-
ture -- a culture that’s increasingly confused about who 
Jesus is.  Look for a series of TV ads, social media posts 
and newspaper ads that are designed to help people 
see who Jesus really is.  These could spark spiritual con-
versations with friends and family.  They also could lead 
someone to visit your church looking for answers. 
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ANSWERING THE CALL
BRYAN LONG, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH 
MULTIPLICATION

A few weeks ago, we had the absolute pleasure of 
taking 12 young kingdom leaders and their spouses 
through our assessment program called “The Call.” 
This is a two-day cohort experience that helps candi-
dates discern their “fit and flourish” in ministry. We all 
have a “sweet spot” where we’re at your best. We want 
to help you find it so that you can give your best time 
and energy to the Kingdom.

These leaders came from all over - New England, 
Detroit, Baltimore, Texas. They had different back-
grounds and experiences. The first night assessed an 
ability to share your story and cast vision. We heard 
about upbringings in foster care, debilitating acci-
dents, trauma, ministry adversity…

…and yet, God has done mighty works in their lives. 
Someone must have been cutting an onion in the room.

The second day was spent interviewing each can-
didate on specific qualities that have been shown to 
corelate with fruitful church planting and revitalization. 
With so many getting assessed, it was a bit of a speed 
dating situation, but we made it happen! A special 
thanks to Brandon Goad, Paul McPheeters, Jonathan 
Romig, David Bodanza and Jon Bryant for serving over 
the weekend.

I’ll close with what one participant had to say:

“Great to spend time with you this weekend! 
Definitely beneficial for the future of everyone’s 
ministry. We were very blessed.”

While they may have been encouraged, the rest of us 
were the ones truly blessed to see what the future 
holds for the Nineveh Network.

MEETING REPORT 

SCOTT NICE, CCCC VICE PRESIDENT

One of the greatest privileges of serving on the BOD 
is sharing “life on life” with the CCCC staff and board! 
This ministry takes place before, during and after our 
scheduled meetings. It is a great opportunity to “bear 
each other’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2), as well as comfort 
and encourage each other.

The life-giving experience does not end when the 
gavel falls. Our Guiding values of intercessory prayer, 
healthy pastors/healthy churches are put on full dis-
play as we conduct the business of your Conference. 
This is not only my own observation, but also the ob-
servation of others! 

Pastor Bob Tolson, from Fort Morgan, CO says, 
“The gathering of the CCCC BOD is such a spiritu-
ally refreshing time of fellowship. We have reason 
for boundless hope for our future”!  Pastor TJ Turner 
from Woodbury, MN comments, “I’m always encour-
aged by the fellowship, faith, and humility that char-
acterizes the CCCC BOD Meetings. If the leader-
ship reflects the Conference, then we should all be 
encouraged by what Christ is doing in the CCCC”. 
Pastor Peter Balentine, one of longer serving Board 
members, shared this, “Serving on the BOD has been 
such a privilege! From this vantage point we see how 
the Spirit is working across the USA in our Churches. 
It has been so exciting to see God’s continued provi-
sion as we have stepped out in faith, especially in the 
area of funding for our Regional Pastors”.

Please continue to pray for the BOD as we follow 
God’s leading, serving, laboring and striving together 
in love, for His Kingdom. 

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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ENHANCING YOUR CURRENT WORSHIP WITH MULTITRACKS
PASTOR JEFF O’GUIN, LIFESPRING CHURCH, DAYTON, OH
STEPHEN O’GUIN, PALMWOOD CHURCH, OVIEDO, FL

Many churches today consist of instrumentalists and vocalists to lead their 
Sunday morning worship. But how do you produce a “full sound” (like the volume 
an organ can produce) when you only have, say, a guitarist and a keyboardist? 
Your church may not have the resources or multiple volunteers and the recent 
epidemic hasn’t made it easier. What is available to help supplement this need? 
One solution is to use multitracks. 

What are multitracks? Multitracks, formerly called backing tracks, are a collec-
tion of pre-recorded  individual instrumental parts of a song: drums, guitars, 
bass, keyboard, piano, etc that you play along with. Some multitracks even in-
clude harmony or background vocal parts. These sell for approximately $15-$40 
per song as either MP3 or WAV files. There could also be a monthly subscription 
cost.  If you know how to use some basic recording software, you can even cre-
ate them yourself. 

Each individual file is called a “stem.“ The stems for a song are imported into free 
apps like Prime, by loopcommunity.com or Playback by multitracks.com or into 
a DAW (digital audio workstation). Then, you play the multitracks through your 
sound system and play along. We suggest utilizing a click track (or metronome) 
to stay in time with the recording.  You can use headphones or in-ear monitors 
to listen without having the metronome come through your floor monitors. For 
example, Pastor Jeff’s team uses in-ear monitors so they can listen to the click 
track. His team consists of singers, guitarists, and a drummer. They may use 
tracks filled with synthesizers for a larger sound, or even an instrument when 
someone can’t make it to church. For Stephen’s team, only Stephen listens to the 
click track and everyone stays in time with him. Stephen has prerecorded drums, 
bass guitar, electric guitars, and piano to create the “full band” sound with one 
person. Even larger teams can use tracks to make their sound even more grand. 
We both have found that our congregations enjoy the additional instruments and 
fuller worship music. 

To learn more, you can check out the sites above who can give a little more in-
troduction. You can also search Youtube where other churches have posted DIY 
videos. Consider adding multitracks to the repertoire of your worship technolo-
gy. You probably will be glad you did.

PRACTICAL SUPPORT

HOW TO CREATE 

A FULL WORSHIP 

SOUND WITH 

TECHNOLOGY
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ANNUAL GATHERING REGISTRATION IS OPEN
REV. SUSAN MOODY, AG CO-CHAIR

When the 2022 AG starts at 6 pm on July 19, 2022, it will have been 
1103 days since we were last gathered in person - 750 days longer 
than it should have been! The AG Planning Team is beyond excited 

to finally welcome our CCCC sisters and brothers to the Crowne Plaza Hotel for 
times of worship, prayer, learning, and living life together again. 

On March 1st, we officially opened registration online at https://www.ccccusa.
com/ag/  You have until June 3 to register at the early bird prices. If you reg-
ister by July 1st, meals are included, but are not guaranteed after that date. 
Registration will remain open until July 19th.  

Applications for Workshop Presentations are being accepted. The form is at 
https://www.ccccusa.com/ag/workshops/  Applications are due by March 31st. 
Details for the workshops are on the form.

We are also seeking exhibitors (Missions Agencies, Para-church Ministries, 
Seminary, etc) for our Annual Gathering Exhibit Hall. Applications will be emailed 
out in mid-March. Exhibitors pay a fee for their table, which includes one full 
adult registration with meals.

On the Monday before we officially begin, we will have a special opportunity. The 
Jenney Museum will provide us with a tour of Plymouth, MA, telling the Christian 
story of the Mayflower Pilgrims. Tickets are $80/person (transferable/non-re-
fundable), including the bus, a box lunch, and the services of a local historian/
tour guide. (30 travelers minimum required. Trip cost refunded if trip cancelled.)

Start now to plan your trip to Warwick, RI! This is one long-anticipated Annual 
Gathering you shouldn’t miss!

2022 ANNUAL GATHERING

JOIN US IN 

RHODE ISLAND

 FOR THE 

ANNUAL 

GATHERING

JULY 19-22, 2022
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The opening weeks of 1735 in the village 
of Northampton, Massachusetts were 

an extraordinary time.  Pastor Jonathan Edwards 
wrote, “A great and earnest concern about the 
great things of religion, and the eternal world, be-
came universal in all parts of the town and among 
persons of all degrees and all ages.  All other talk 
but about spiritual and eternal things was soon 
thrown by; all the conversation in all companies 
and upon all occasions, was upon these things 
only, unless so much as was necessary for people 
carrying on their ordinary secular business.”  He 
reported that, “In the spring and summer follow-
ing, the town seem to be full of the presence of 
God; it was never so full of love, nor of joy, yet 
so full of distress as it was then.”  Nothing like it 
had been seen in the lifetime of any Christians 
then.  In response to the interest that leading pas-
tors in England had shown in this spiritual move-
ment, Edwards wrote A Faithful Narrative of the 
Surprising Work of God.  It became a best-seller 
on both sides of the Atlantic.

The revival produced great excitement and rejoic-
ing among many Christians, but it also prompted 
criticism from the start.  The intensity of emotion 
witnessed during the revival struck some observ-
ers as being excessive and unhealthy.  People un-
der conviction of sin sometimes suffered weeks 
or months of anguish and fear about their eter-
nal destiny.  There were even suicides.  The eu-
phoria shown by people when they experienced 
assurance of salvation made some other people 
uncomfortable.  They wondered if the converts 
had become mentally unbalanced.  To defend 
the awakening from the charge that it was mere 
emotionalism or fanaticism Edwards wrote The 
Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God.

In this book Edwards acknowledged that there 
was a danger of people carrying things to excess 
in a time of revival.  But he went through the var-

ious phenomena usually used to try to discredit 
the revival, and argued that in themselves these 
things did not prove the work either to be genu-
inely the work of God or not.  Such things as tears, 
trembling, groans, loud outcries, agonies of body, 
or failing of bodily strength might seem strange 
and unusual, but had biblical precedent, and did 
not really prove things one way or another.  He 
argued that the presence of “great imprudences” 
and “sinful irregularities,” or “many errors of judge-
ment and some delusions of Satan intermixed with 
the work” did not discredit the whole thing.

Edwards turned to the fourth chapter of 1 John to 
find the tests to determine if a spiritual movement 
was really from the Spirit of God.  The indicators 
he finds in this chapter that mark a true work of 
the Spirit are: love of Jesus as Son of God and 
Savior, renouncing worldly lusts and ambitions, 
a love of Scripture, devotion to biblical truth, and 
true Christian love for God and other people.  He 
declares these to be the “sure, distinguishing 
Scripture evidences and marks” of the Spirit’s 
work.

This book by no means brought controversy 
over revivals to an end.  The awakening seen in 
Northampton and neighboring towns in 1735 was 
followed by the Great Awakening in the 1740’s 
throughout the American colonies in which George 
Whitefield was the outstanding figure.  This spir-
itual movement brought even greater controver-
sy.  Edwards was led to write two more important 
books defending religious revivals: Some Thoughts 
Concerning the Present Revival of Religion in New 
England and A Treatise Concerning Religious 
Affections.  They remain very valuable guides for 
discerning the true work of the Holy Spirit in peo-
ple’s lives.

(The Narrative of Surprising Conversions and Distinguishing 
Marks are available in a paperback entitled Jonathan Edwards 
on Revival from Banner of Truth.)

JONATHAN EDWARDS ON REVIVAL (PART 2)
ALWYN YORK, CCCC HISTORIAN

CONFERENCE HISTORIAN
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CHANGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Pittston, ME                First Cong. Church - Shawn Hoyle
Mantorville, MN        First Cong Church - Paul Singleton
Concord, NH               Immanuel Community Church
 Bill Donahue
Souderton, PA           Immanuel Leidy’s Church -Tony Jones 
Scotland, SD               Scotland Community Church
 Andy Bueber

PASTORAL OPENINGS – CCCC Member Churches
Whittier CA                 Plymouth Church
Beverly, MA                 Pilgrim Church
Blackstone, MA          Christ Community Church
Carlisle, MA                 Carlisle Congregational Church
Wakefield, MA             First Parish Congregational Church
 Associate Pastor
Honor, MI                     Honor Congregational Church
Concord, NH               Immanuel Community Church
New Bremen, OH      St. Peter’s Church
Hollidaysburg, PA     St. John’s Reformed Church
Huron, SD                    First Congregational Church
Parkston, SD               Parkston Congregational Church
Sparta, WI                    First Congregational Church of Leon

TURNING POINT REPLANT PROJECTS – Please contact 
Conference Minister, Ron Hamilton, for information about 
these projects.
Franklin, CT                   Franklin Congregational Church* 

PASTORAL OPENINGS – Non-member Churches
Avon CT                         Valley Community Baptist Church   
 (Converge) (Executive Pastor)
Colchester, CT              Christian Life Chapel (ECFA) (Part-time)
Peru, IL                            First Congregational Church    
 (Independent)
Middleborough, MA   Rock Village Church (ABC)
Sutton, MA                     First Congregational Church (UCC)
Bremen, ME                   Bremen Union Church (Independent)
Pownal, ME                    First Parish Congregational Church      
 (Independent)
Bloomingdale, MI        Bloomingdale Christian Church    
 (Independent)
Cedarville, MI                First Union Church (Independent)
Lansing, MI                     Olivet Baptist Church (ABC)
Nevada, MO                   First Christian Church (Independent)
Taylor, ND                       Taylor Ecumenical Parish (Independent)
Colebrook, NH              Monadnock Congregational Church   
 (UCC)
Lake Grove, NY              New Village Church (Independent)
Lisle, NY                           Center Lisle Congregational Church   
 (UCC)
West Pittston, PA           First Congregational Church    
 (Independent part-time)

AVAILABLE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

PETER WOOD, DIRECTOR OF CONFERENCE CARE

The CCCC is participating with the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) Financial Health 
Project to offer CCCC member ministers financial 
assistance in response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and in regard to retirement planning for ministers.

In the spirit of “teaching a man to fish” as opposed 
to simply distributing assistance, part of the qualifi-
cation for money to be awarded is participation in a 
financial health and/or money management curric-
ulum. The courses available for pastors and church 
leaders are offered online and can be accessed from 
a CCCC specific webpage on the NAE site at: https://
naefinancialhealth.org/cccc/. Course topics include:

Bless Your Finances – formerly known as “God is Your 
Provider” Personal Finances Course condensed from 
6 lessons down to one session. 

Church Generosity Course

(6-week interactive video training for pastor, board 
and church leaders to discover best practices and to 
grow generosity in their church.)

Other video trainings, ranging from 7 to 13 minutes, 
including “Bless Your Church,” “Bless Your Pastor,” 
and the “40-Day Generous Life Devotional” are also 
available.

In addition to participation in the online training, fi-
nancial incentives in the form of Amazon gift cards in 
varying amounts are also being offered. To sign-up 
for full access to these resources, training courses, 
honorariums and grants go to: https://naefinancial-
health.org/cccc/.

If you have questions and would like to know more 
about what is available, contact Rev Peter Wood, 
Director of Conference Care at: revpwood@hotmail.
com.

.

CHANGES AND OPPORTUNITIES SUPPORT FOR PASTORS
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NEW COACHES FOR CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

JOHN KIMBALL, CCCC DIRECTOR OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

While COVID-Omicron, ministry needs and some family crises 
kept a few from joining us, January’s Comprehensive Church 
Development Coach Training was a great success! I was 
joined by Petr Činčala of NCD America, Todd Venman and Ron 
Hamilton as we trained these new coaches to help our CCCC 
Churches in every aspect of the Church Development Ministry. 
I’m sure their heads were swimming when we completed our 
fourth day together, but we planned in lots of time for dialog, 
practicing and fellowship in great Florida spots.

It’s truly exciting to see what God is doing in the CCCC’s 
Church Development Ministry! We hope that this training will 
be repeated in 2023


